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SEE YOUR HI-POINT DEALER ES THE FINEST IN DIRT ACCESSORIES 


COMPETITION 
FORKS & 
@ A) shocks 


marzocchi 


Bolt on a pair of superior Marzocchi forward axle 
forks for the ultimate in suspension. Magnesium or 
aluminum for most popular dirt bikes. 9” of front 
wheel travel!! Also check out the new Marzocchi 
pneumatic shocks. Bigger body, rod and piston, all 
rebuildable, all popular sizes and dampings available. 


sme 


RACING & SPORT 
IGNITIONS 


motoplat Special internal rotor racing ignitions for 
instant power. Used by the country’s top 
V tuners. Easily installed and timed. All “solid 
state” for most popular dirt bikes. Also sport 
ignitions with flywheel and lighting coils. 


HI-POINT KNOBBY TIRES ....... 
By Metzeler 


Used by top Moto-Cross teams 
like Yamaha and Cross Country 
teams like Penton. The knobby tires 
that offer you the ultimate in trac- 


1 WI n A / r gw Y tion, handling and wear. If you're 
into Moto-Cross, Enduro or Cross 


Country, get to the front of the pack 


Foam Air Filters & it] fy m with Hi-Point tires. Available in 


Filter Oil 


Insist on Twin-Air G.P. 

Filters for your dirt bike. 

The filter used by the 

World G.P. Champions. 

Also insist on special 

Twin-Air Filter Fluid for 

ie, wr (p your foam filters for 

a UR superior protection. For 
AR aonr on tme 2 all popular dirt bikes. 


HI-POINT 
BOOTS 


Champions like Smith, Hanna, Pen- 
ton, Cranke, and Burleson all use and 
wear Hi-Point boots to victory. The 
country’s most popular competition 
boots are available in M-X or Enduro 
styles in sizes 5-13 including 1/2 sizes. 
Special kids sizes available. See your 
Hi-Point Dealer for the world’s finest 
competition boots. 


8:00 x 21, 4:00 x 18 and 4:50 x 18 
sizes. 


THE FINEST IN 
COMPETITION 
DIRT BIKE 
RIMS 


Hi-Point Competition Oils and Accessories have 
assembled the finest in competition accessories 
from all over the world. All Hi-Point Accessories 
are rider tested by champions. If you’re into M-X, 
Enduro or Cross Country riding, check out our fine 
line. Nine years of experience have put us at the 
top of the dirt bike accessory market. See your Hi- 
Point Dealer today. 


O Enclosed is 50¢ for 48 page Hi-Point Accessory Catalog. 


O Enclosed is $1.50 for 3 - 8 x 10 action photos of Jack Penton, 
Carl Cranke and Dick Burleson. 
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Distributed By: Hi-Point Accessories 
3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44053 
P.O. Box 2327, Amarillo, Tex. 79105 
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2-Cycle 4-Cycle Transmission Fork Silicone Filter Chain Chain Bearing 


Concentrate Injection Premium Oil 


Oil Fork Fluid Fluid Lube Spray Grease 


6 OUT OF 6 2-DAY ISDT QUALIFIER CHAMPIONSHIPS were won by riders using Hi-Point Oil. That’s really proving an oils worth in the 


super competitive 2-Day Series where your machine must p 


erform without flaws through the toughest of conditions. 


CRANKE & JENSEN SCORE 5th STRAIGHT OFF-ROAD VICTORY. Baja 500 (twice), Parker 400, Mint 400 and Baja 1000 class wins were 


all won by the Cranke & Jensen team. They rely on Hi-Point 
you'll never go back to your old oil. 


Lubrication to get them to the finish line in winning time. Try a 4 or 8 pack and 


ORM125A . — . . $1585.00 
DRM250. . . . .. .. .. $1885.00 
ORM370. .. .. . . . . . $1985.00 


ENGINE 


9” Travel Fork Kit & Springs. ... $59.50 BB Cylinder Porting & Piston Work. . $75.00 B 21” Baja Rim WM2, extra wide, 

S&W “Freon Gas” Shocks & @ Anti-Ping Treatment (optional). . $25.00 redrilled, extra strong 
. Springs (specify rider weight). ...$86.95 g Head Work i. $20.00 AOS LONS) aaia nis ese Nee trois 
“Works” Aluminum Swingarm. . $119.65 @ Amel 36mm. Carb. (pre-jetted). . .$79.95 8 18" Baja Rim WM3, extra strong, : 
Swingarm Bushings - 1 yr. guar. B Special Formulated oe oon predrilled (cross 2 or 3)..... - - + $39.95 
(bushing: self lubricating, gtd. Exhaust System (pipe) ...... ..$89.95 W 21" Stainless Steel, cross “3” 


not to wear, seize or pound out) iti irfilter. SpokeSet................... 
Paikea o a AE DES ote ....$ 9.95 和 ee See W 18” Stainless Steel, cross “3 
Chain Tensioner (positive [ AL BAKER’S SpokeSet........... Miro 
alignment & tension, easy Proven Racing Products Catalog @ Chrome Moly Baker Bars (hard 
installation). ........... eee $21.95 plus set-up tips and stickers. . . $2 00 chrome finish) 472" or 5%” rise. . $19.95 
Renda UE Bi Oury Grips (the pro's choice). ...$ 3.95 
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23 BIG-BORE MXers MIX IT UP 
Finding the best among the rest. 
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35 BULTACO ALPINA 
Grunt for the tight stuff. 

57 YAMAHA YZ175C 
Looking for a home. 

61 MONTESA 360 CAPPRA 
She's a man-eater, meat-grinder! 
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30 IAN ANDERSON INTERVIEW 


Despite the pictures, lan wears a helmet when he rides, honest. 
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TWO DAY QUALIFIER WRAP-UP 
There’s only SIX DAYS left. 

45 UNITED STATES GRAND PRIX 
Without a single dentist joke! 

53 WOMEN’S MOTOCROSS NATIONALS 
Wham, bam, thank you, ma’am. 

74 250CC NATIONAL MOTOCROSS WRAP-UP 
Tony D. and Suzi Q. 
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51 ENDURO COMPUTER EVALUATION 
Let your fingers do the riding. . . 

71 HOW TO: TRAIL LIGHTING TIPS 
Shine little glow worm, glimmer, glimmer. 
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Was this trip really necessary? 
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ON THE COVER: Gary Jones shows the 
results of an afternoon of open class testing. 
Photo by Bruce Woods. 
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He captures it in his own 
distinct way. 


He smokes for pleasure. 


He gets it from the 
blend of Turkish and 
Domestic tobaccos in 
Camel Filters. 
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Domestic Blend 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
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DB with ABC 
at the GP 


June 20, 1976, and the United 
States Grand Prix in Carlsbad, 
California. The DIRT BIKE staff is 
there in full force, of course. The 
track is some hundred miles from 
our offices. Naturally a DIRT BIKE 
editor enjoys the privilege of having 
all the proper passes to get into the 
pits, infield and so forth. Only one 
Swede, Ake Jonsson, now back on 
Maico, participated this year, but 
there were lots of other furriners. 
Apart from talking to and taking 
pictures of them, I had another 
important (or so I thought) task that 
day. I had been asked to ride the 
track immediately before the race 
with one of the helmet-cameras that 
belonged to the ABC TV crew. 

The first thing I did on arrival was 
to look up my old friend Rolf 
Tibblin, who had attempted to ride 
with the helmet-camera last year, 
but had had all sorts of problems, 
mainly due to late preparations. 


Penton/Moiseev 250MX. 


penguins... 


DIRT TO COME 


First look at the new RM250 Suzuki and CR125 Husky. Fourth or fifth look at 
the 250 Hodaka Thunder — with optional Dog. Testing and spelling the 


International happenings at home: Ohio 125 Grand Prix (guess who swept it 
again) and Washington Observed Trial. 
Superbowl of Motocross. And more: TT500 mods; tanks; seals, walruses, 


Since the camera crew were not 
going to arrive until Sunday 
morning, Rolf told me to learn the 
track first without a camera, so that 
I would have a smooth line worked 
out when it was time for the real 
thing. AMA’s Light Brown was very 
cooperative and let me practice with 
the 250 Support class riders. 

As soon as the camera crew 
arrived I got in touch with them to 
try the helmet-camera on for size. It 
turned out that it was too large and 
that the camera on one side was 
considerably heavier than the 
batteries on the other side. Since the 
track was not available anymore for 
practice (for me, that is), I tried 
running, with the helmet-camera 
on, in the hills surrounding the 
track. The uneven weight of the 
helmet was very uncomfortable, so 
we .decided to ballast the helmet 
with a big rock on the lighter side. 
Jim, the camera technician, taped it 


DIRT BIKE 


TRIPPIN’ 
or 
RIPPIN’ 


THE SUSPENSION 
EXPERTS! 


Developers & manufacturers 


of the PATENTED TRICKIT 9 - 


FORK IMPROVER SYSTEM, the 
NEW “MTF” (Maximum Travel 
Forks) FORK. DAMPER KITS 
and Shock Absorber Kits for 
Koni & Yamaha Thermal Flow. 


TRICKIT 9 MEANS THE BEST 
IN SUSPENSION! 
FREE CATALOG! 

Send 25€ for mailing 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


NUMBER 1 PRODUCTS INC. 
4931 N. ENCINITA AVE: 
TEMPLE CITY, CA 91780 
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on to the helmet. A piece of foam 
made up the room in the helmet that 
my head couldn't fill. Although the 
complete helmet now weighed well 
over 10 kg, it was really not all that 
difficult to keep the head up straight 
when jumping and turning. 

With the helmet problem out of 
the way, Jim started to work on the 
other camera that was going to be 
taped to my left leg. The camera had 
a very wide-angle lens, and it was 
producer Doug Wilson's intention to 
shoot my left foot and the left side of 
the engine (with the shift lever) and 
synchronize that film with the 
soundtrack from a tape recorder that 
I was to carry inside the belt with 
the microphone attached to my 
back. The batteries for the leg 
camera were installed on the rear 
fender and the wires were given 
some slack so that I could move 
around on the bike. Jim told me that 
the cameras were the exact same 
type that was used during World 
War Two on the fighter planes to get 
the footage you have seen in the 
movies of one aircraft shooting the 
other to pieces. When the pilot 
pressed the button for the guns, he 
also started the camera. 

After I got all “wired” and on the 
track, a gang of other riders were 
also sent out to create a little bit of 
racing atmosphere. It was surpris- 
inglv easy, after all, to ride with all 
that expensive equipment on. The 
total weight was about 25 kg (55 
pounds). I was able to stick exactly 
to the line I had worked out in 
practice and the other riders kept 
passing me and then slowing down 
to let me pass them to make it look 
“real.” 

How did it turn out? Well, I guess 
we'll all have to wait till we see it all 
on “Wide World of Sports” this fall. @ 


TERRYCABLE 


THE TEFLON 
SUPER SMOOTH CABLE 


The cable chosen by factory riders 
for Bultaco, Can Am, CZ, 


Hercules, Husky, Penton 


COMPLETE LINE FOR RACING BIKES 
WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE 
TERRYCABLE 
P.O. Box 1321 Hesperia, California 92345 


(714) 247-2646 
Out of State Call Toll Free (800) 854-4691 
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THE BEST 
MOTOCROSS CATALOG EVER! 
Mail coupon and $1.00 to: 


THE MOTO-X FOX , 


520 McGlincy Lane Dept. DB 
Campbell, Calif. 95008 (408) 371-1221 
Please send complete catalog to: 

Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 
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MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 
For all brands of bikes! 
NOW IN STOCK! 


Special-made Moto-Cross Jerseys, extra-strong 
seams, reinforced elbows. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. Use easy-order form. All orders shipped 
promptly from stock. Price: $9.95. 


Moto-Cross Jerseys $9.95 each 
70 cents postage and handling 


All Brand Names* and Colors and Sizes. Please 
Moto-Cross Jerseys. 

Brand Name* 

Size. 


(please print) 


Name. 
Street. 
City. 
State Zip 


Enclosed is my check or M.O. for $ 

“Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, Penton, 
Can-Am, CZ, Bultaco, Maico, Husqvarna, 
Indian, Harley-Davidson. 


Div. of Village Togs, Inc. 
VILLAGE CYCLE SHOP 
10-d Motocross Road 
Lake City, Tennessee 37769 
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FINAL SALE 
GET YOURS 


SUPER MURALS 


GIGANTIC (5 FOOT BY 7 
FOOT) WALL-SIZE MURALS 
FOR YOUR ROOM. CHOOSE 
FROM BIKE AND SURFER 
SCENES. ONLY $3.99 EACH 
OR 2 FOR $7.00. 


Please add $1.00 per mural| 
for shipping and handling. 


"Calif. residents add 6% sales tax. 
Send cash, check or money order to: 


Malibu Card & Mural Co. 
P.O. Box 877, Malibu, Calif. 90265 


Please rush my order for: DB-10-76 
— Surfer — Bike— Sky Diver 
(not shown) 
Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip Country 
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“Join the crazed 
institution of the stars, 
be the man that you 
think you really are.” 


Jethro Tull 


It varies, you know. I mean who 
or what we think we are. Rest 
assured, however, that the means 
are available, panting with eager- 
ness, even, to allow us to shed like 
old skin that character flaw, ability 
lack, personality defect or whatever 
fault has been leaving fingerprints 
all over our lily-white personas for 
all these years. 

I almost believe it. I have to. A 
good half of the media that force- 
feeds me, often violently, points the 
way. 

For example: 

An attractive young woman fills 
the TV screen, struggles to maintain 
her place in the face of an over- 
whelming lack of vertical hold. 

“Why look like this . . .” she says, 
hair slightly mussed, back bent, eyes 
cast down in shame toward her 
perfectly adequate bosom . 

. . “when you can have a full- 
figured look, like THIS!” And like 
magic the scene changes. The same 
woman now glows with makeup, 
dances in a thousand tiny highlights, 
and arcs her back painfully, 
pointing her now padded beauties 
accurately, probing toward our 
inner space. 

Or this: 

The rider in the magazine ad looks 
like he’s just recovered after falling 
in front of a hundred trophy-crazed 
125 Novices. His boots are amor- 
phous clods of mud, his sweatshirt 
torn and marked with “half safe” 


circles beneath the arms. He wears 
blue jeans, eight sizes too large, 
which give his body the look of a 
Coke bottle balanced on a pumpkin. 
“Old equipment got you down?” the 
caption asks. 

Below, the same rider strikes a 
pose. Even his teeth are color- 
coordinated! He is receiving an 
award easily the size of the 
Washington Monument. The trophy 
girl (could it be the prefabricated 
beauty from the other ad?) looks at 
him with barely restrained lust. 
DeCoster and Wolsink, having 
finished second and third, appear 
ready to fight each other for the 
honor of shaking his hand. “Be in 
fast company with Hide And Seek 
Leathers!” he grins. 

These ads appeal, tease, but rarely 
overwhelm. Why? Because you and 
me, the folks theyre aiming at, 
know that, whatever we buy, the 
face in the mirror will still be the 
same in the morning, and the 
muscles will still tell us to screw 
ourselves somewhere into the second 
loop. 

Making ourselves look "better" is 
one thing, but the stuff of fantasy, 
and fantasy is where marketing is at, 
is not to look different, but to be 
different. Spider Man, James Bond, 
Carl Cranke, all the impossible 
dreams. 

Now (here's the clincher, got your 
ears on, good buddy?) there is a 
product that is foolproof. At last we 
can be everything we ever wanted to 
be! With all the aesthetic complexity 
of bathroom graffiti, all the thrills 
and daring of anonymous telephone 

Continued on page 21 
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That’s not surprising. Back in the 
sixties, Claude thought he’d gotten 
in on the ground floor when he had 
the opportunity to buy an entire 
boxcar load of Stormers at a 
discount price. He figured he was 
onto something big, just like those 
guys who picked up dirt. cheap 
Honda franchises in the fifties. 
But it didn't work out that way. 

Claude still has forty-two Stormers 


| in his garage. 


So when Claude’s friend asked 
him what bike he should buy, 
Claude didn't hesitate for a moment. 
He sold him a Stormer, and for a 
good price, too. 


— 


ames 


. Claude Reems loves his Honda CR125M. - 
But he told his friend to buy an AJS Stormer. 


These days, with the average 
motorcycle buyer so unsure of what 
to buy, more people than ever are 
turning to enthusiasts like Claude. 
They want his informed opinion. 
And they follow it. And Claude 
cleans up. 


How does a man like this stay 
ahead of the game? 

He reads DIRT BIKE. 

His friend doesn't. 

There's a moral there, somewhere. 


r 
! DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
i P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


i Canadian subscriptions add $1.00 per year for additional postage 
l and handling. Other foreign subscriptions add $2.00 per year. 

1 

: L1$9.00 — 12 issues [$17 — 24 issues 

1 

1 Name 

A Address 
1 City 
: State ——— On CET WW Zip 
上 


Circle Number 9 on pg. 86 


an 
o 


Save with 
Performance Products 
Unitd. 


HONDA 73-75 Elsinore Pro Pipe By CH Ind ......... 29.95 

ELSINORE AIR BOOTS For 30-34 Mikunis ............ 3.50 

SUN: Alloy Rims, 21 or 18 inch.................. 31.95 

FOX SHOCKS: With Springs, 

Specify Spring Rate: < 94.50 
(12, 12.5, 13, 13.5, 14.25, 15.25 Inch) 

MAGURA CONTROLS: Quick Throttles 
Powerpull Levers ........0....00005 
Six Day Levers ....... 

U.S.G.P.: Supercross Boots ............ 

CARRERA Phantom Goggles 

NORSTAR AND MUNARI: ISDT and MX Boots...... 59.95 

CZ, HONDA, MAICO: Plastic Air Boxes ............ 19.95 

GAS FORK CAPS: - 

EISINOLES: ^ Aion etus ates stu are NN de Sree 


Maico, Betor s 

GAS GIRLINGS: With Springs，. 74.95 
Specify Spring Rate (11.9, 12.9, 13.4 Inch) 

FOX SHOCKS: With 9 in. springs ................ sess. 98.95 
With Dual Rates z 

HI POINT BOOTS 

BELL HELMETS: 
Star, Star 120, Moto-Star (White or Orange) ..... 61.95 
Magnum (White, Orange, Silver) ............... 48.50 
RT (White, Orange, Blue, Red) .............ssu. 36.95 

PETTY PRODUCTS: 


Baja Front Fender ............... 
Baja IB Front Fender........... 
Mini Mudder Rear Fender 
Mudder Rear Fender ........... 
MX Rear Fender ;.............. 
[pReari Gender ou sous coles tiers eee vn 
GP SEAT COVERS:CZ, YZ, Elsinore, Husky, 
Penton, Bultaco, Hodaka, Maico, Suzuki ......... 11.95 
FMF: Porcupine Heads 
Honda CRél25/ 下 人 ea 
Yamaha MX and YZ 125 
Suzuki TM and RM 125 
FMF: Racing Pipes 
CREZ5OLHISHERIDG Patience adeste eee tpe eas 
CR 125 for Stock Motors ....... 
CR 125 for Experienced Riders .. 
CR 125 High Pipe 
CR 125 Pro Pipe 
RM 125 High Pipe .. 
RM 125 Low Pipe ... 
370 RM up pipe... 
XR 75 Pipe ........ 
YZ 250 High Pipe ... T 
VAG TZO High (Pipe hfe teet 
YZC 125 Low Pipe .. vis 
JT:KOHO: PANTS: . 257. 552 28 eee cta tentant a 
HONDA RC tanks with Mounting and Cap 


J.D. Shoulder Pads: White or Yellow ..... I 
MALCOLM SMITH Nylon Leathers ................ sess 79.95 


BIG CHAIN KITS: CR 125, YZC 125, and RM 125 ..39.95 
RACING JERSEYS: Vented Nylon 

Team Berseys:Sp M B XI sean er xe siut 11.95 

For CZ, Maico, Husky, Honda, 

Yamaha, Suzuki, Penton, Kawasaki 
MIKUNI CARBS: Aluminum—Spiguot Mount 

26mm 
28mm .... 
30mm .... 
32mm 4.7 
34mm .... 
36mm 
38mm 
40mm .... 


HOW TO ORDER 
Writ 


e: 

PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS UNLTD. 

7633 Winnetka Ave. 

Canoga Park, CA 91306 
25% deposit on C.0.D. No personal checks please. 
Prepaid orders over $75.00 shipped FREE (except 
Canada). Other prepaid, add $2.25 for shipping. Send 
complete information on bike and include phone No. 
CA. residents add 696 sales tax. Prices good 60 days. 


IF YOU DON'T SEE IT CALL! 
(213) 998-7250 (213) 993-0280 EVE. 
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PRESTON PETTY 


I received a number of positive 
comments about some of the 
motocross history I wrote about a 
few months ago. For this month I 
am going to continue with a bit 
more of that same line, and give a 
recap of Petty's version of Honda 
and its introduction into the U.S. 
market. 

In the summer of '58, I was 
working as a mechanic for West 
Valley Cycle Sales in the San 
Fernando Valley, California. The 
owner got a letter from a Japanese 
company called Honda, along with 
a technical brochure. The machine 
was pretty trick, having twin 
cylinders and overhead cam, which 
by 1958 standards was near road 
racing design. At that time we were 
stuck with pushrod, side valve and 
cast iron two-stroke built Villiers 
engines for the most part. The dealer 
and I discussed Honda a bit, but his 
conclusion was that the Japanese 
really couldn't produce anything of 
high quality, let alone something of 
the complexity of a motorcycle. So 
hebagged it. In the meantime, I kept 
that brochure and pictures in my 
room and slobbered over it nightly. 


Honda was intent on getting a 
foothold in the American market, 
and for the Big Bear run in 1959 they 
sent over a few, as they called them, 
motocross machines. “Scramblers” 
would probably be a better 
description (see picture). As you can 
see, they had springer forks, a dry 
sump engine and a clutch mounted 
crankshaft. None of the machines 
finished the Big Bear run and Allen 
D'Alo was told to dispose of them. I 
promptly took all my savings down 
and bought one of the bikes, 
modified the suspension and started 
racing it. If I could stay on top of it, 
I would usually win, because it had 
considerably more performance 
than the other machines in the class. 
Getting parts, at first, was a real 
problem because Honda was not 
established in the United States. 
Fortunately, about six months after 
my purchasing the machine, Amer- 
ican Honda was formed in the U.S. 
They sponsored another rider, Dave 
Ekins, who did real well on their CB 
92 in the 125 class. All their 
production machines had pressed 
steel frames on them at the time. 
There was only a small number of 
250s they had built with a tube 
frame. It handled just as poorly as 
did the pressed steel frame, and they 
probably should have saved the 
tubing. Nonetheless, by grafting 
some English suspension on it, I was 
able to win a few races and pick up a 
parts deal from Honda. 

In 1961, under the guidance of K. 
Kawashima and his right-hand man 
Jack McCormack, who later became 
general manager, Honda embarked 
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on a radical new marketing 
program. Prior to that time it 
seemed most of the manufacturers 
were trying to get the rider of 
another brand to swap to theirs. 
Honda's approach was unique. I 
heard the statement made that they 
didn't care about selling a motor- 
cycle to a motorcyclist, they were 
interested in the other 99.9 percent 
of the population that didn't yet 
ride. They embarked on a program 
to give Hondas away to some 
celebrities and movie stars and to 
advertise in non-motorcycling pub- 
lications. A number of the other 
manufacturers thought it was a 
waste of money, but it certainly paid 
off. 

The motorcycle image, at that 
time, was pretty much centered 
around the Marlon Brando, Hell's 
Angels reaction and very few people 
were aware of the utility and 
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Our 1976 all-new mail order catalog is the 
most complete catalog of parts, accesso- 
ries, performance equipment, tools. and 
clothing for: custom, street, competition 
and dirt bikes. The 1976 motorcylist's 
catalog is just the very best mail order 
catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3 — 4 weeks for delivery 
Please enclose $1.50 for postage 
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Nylon & Leather 


Top quality heavy duty nylon is combined ch? 
with top grade 3 oz. cowhide to producec 5 
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PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES inc. 


ROD KIT & 


for ae s 
AVAILABLE 
AT LAST! 


$23.95 


INCLUDES: 
ROD, ROD PIN, 
ROD BEARINGS AND 
THRUST WASHERS. 


Made specifically for CR125 
to DG’s exacting specs.. 
the same as original Honda 


DG’s ’76 Book of Tricks 
(catalog) with 28 pages of 
goodies... only $1.00! 


5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, California 92806 
714/996-4430 

DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


Professional 
Motorcycle 
People Know 
Us- That Fact 
Can Help You 
Get a Job! 


Frank. DeMarco, AMI's 
Placement Director.. 


We not only train you. 
We help you find a job. 


There are 20, 000 motorcycle dealers 
and repair shops in the United States. 


AMI has 15 dedicated , full-time place- 
ment directors in constant contact by 

` mail and phone with these 20, 000 
dealerships. 


This results in a very high placement 
percentage for graduates. 


That's important to you. It's important 
to us. It keeps us in business. 
Mail in this coupon today. It's a start on 
getting a good job tomorrow. 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD 5710 W. MANCHESTER BLVD. © 
DAYTONA BEACH. FLA 32014 | LOS ANGELES. CAL 90045 
Call toll free (800) 874-0645 APPROVED FOR 
Fla.res. call (904) 255-0295 collect VETERANS 
=x so ae 
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Motocross instructor Russ Darnell 
is back with Husqvarna. For more 
info about his schools you can write 
Russ at 14851 Genoa Street, Sylmar, 
California 91342; (213) 367-1722. 


* * * * 


Understanding English, after a 
trip to Great Britain: You use a rivet 
extractor, not a chain breaker. A fag 
is a cigarette and a faggot is an old 
witch. You don’t have dessert, you 
ask for afters. You don't have 
troubles, you run into a spot of 
bother. You don’t mention Jimmy 
Riddle or taking a slash in polite 
society. If you can’t find an Andy 
Gump you inquire after the bog. 
Changing flats is real agro. If you 
make a mistake, you've dropped a 
clanger, made a messover, boofed 
up, or done a cockup. Oreo cookies 
would be called digestive biscuits or 
creams, chocolate chips are Ken- 


tucky cookies. Don Sweet would be 
called a tidy rider, straight up with a 
minimum of exaggerated body 
English. If you ask for potato chips, 
you get french fries; if you really 
want chips you ask for crisps. If you 
have a really tricked-up bike, it's full 
bother. A dual carriageway round- 
about is a two-lane traffic circle. 
The trucks are lorries. In Cockney: 
go apples and pears to get your flute 
means go up the flight of stairs to get 
your new suit. Gor blimey means 
goodness gracious. A bad weld is a 
dipstip operation. And in the WFO 
department you have: give it wick, 
twist it to stop, plugged in, max gas. 
We prefer not to print the Spanish 
version except as FS. 


* * * * 


Bike rumors and fax, maybe. 
Look for about 1000 of the Harley 
motocrossers to hit the market in 
time for Christmas shoppers. Am- 
mex is hoping to have the Gary Jones 
replica in production about Novem- 
ber. There will be (already are?) two 
all-new dirt models in the Yamaha 
line for "77. Are they smaller- 
displacement XT street-legal thump- 
ers? Perhaps a 250 IT enduro? 
What about a smaller TT? Does 
CCM have an open class five-stroke 
on the way? Five-stroke? That's 
what they said. Meanwhile CCM's 
big news for "76 is a price cut. The 
600cc thumper, weighing in just 
over 220 pounds, is $600 cheaper 
now, putting it in the $2400 range. 
Features on the new bike include a 
new frame based on the works 
development, restyled seat, new 
carburetion, new engine cases and 
gas shocks. For more info write: 
CCM Imports, Inc., 4452 Bull 
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Valley Road, McHenry, Illinois 
60050; (815) 385-4461. More price 
cutting news. The Husky Automatic 
has been updated and they've 
whacked about $500 off the tag, 
dropping it to $1995. And the new 
CR125 Husky has about two more 
ponies and a new pipe. 


* * * * 


Two-time Grand National Cham- 
pion Dick Mann has retired from 
Clas C competition, but is still 
active in endurance trial riding. He 
grabbed a Bronze Medal at the Isle 
of Man ISDT last fall despite a 
broken toe, and was aboard a 
Yamaha TT500 this year for the 
National Two Day Series. Mann, 
whose name is often mentioned 
when considering the best all- 
around motorcycle rider in America, 
is now a parts distributor. For more 


« 


info, the address is Dick Mann 
Specialties, South 10th Street and 
Wright Avenue, Richmond, Califor- 
nia 94801. You might want to ask 
him about the trick frame and other 
goodies he has for the TT500. 
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"The feeling of power, 


You've got moisture in your fuel tank. It's condensation 
that forms from changing temperatures. Motorcycle Carb 
Cleaner can help because it removes the moisture. Gumout 
also gets rid of gum and varnish that constantly build up in 


your carburetor from heat 
and evaporation. For faster, 
easier starts get Gumout 
Motorcycle Carb Cleaner. 
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it's 
overwhelming, why with this Race 
Face — dare I say it — I could rule 


YOU THINK YOU'RE 
GOING SOME PLACE 


THEBEST 
m. THEREIS. 


Cleveland, | 
Ohio 44104 | 


the world. Or at least rid it of 
Swedish aliens." Is that Phoebe in 
the Zeit-Geist Alien Eliminator? Is 
Gunnar doomed if he refuses to 
reveal his secret recipe for Swedish 
meatballs? Why does Mike keep 
singing over and over: Pardon me, 
Roy. Is that the cat who chewed 
your new shoes? Pardon me, Roy. Is 
that... 


Maico West, Inc. became the 
western distributor for Maico 
effective June 10. MWI is owned by 
the factory in Germany. The new 
distributor, headed by Eckart 
Schorn, will remain at the same 
premises as the former distributor, 
Cooper Motors: 110 East Santa 
Anita Ave., Burbank, California 
91502; (213) 849-6066. o 
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Once again folks 

the editors of DIRT BIKE 
MAGAZINE bring youa 
“GREATEST FEAT YET" 
— the new 


DIRT BIKE 
PHOTO 


Containing the best photos 


of the year in CRASH AND 
BURN, ENDURO, 
MOTOCROSS, 
FLATTRACK and 
SPEEDWAY categories. 
Plus the winners in DB's 
Photo Contest!! 


Order right away 
only $2.00 plus 50c postage 
and handling. 


Make checks payable to HI-TORQUE 
PUBLICATIONS 


DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, CA 91316 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 


RIDERS WRITE 


IT’S ONLY MONEY 

In your June issue you said that 

the $2500 Husky Automatic was the 

most expensive dirt bike available, 

but in the March issue you tested the 

600cc CCM, with a retail price of 
$3100. 

Ted Frederick 

Chatsworth, California 


What's $600 between friends? 
Seriously, CCM is at this point 
reorganizing their marketing net- 
work, a move that we hear will 
substantially reduce prices — ed. 


BANANA ON HAMBURGER 
You guys are always putting down 
Chet’s riding ability. Come on, no 
one can be that bad! 
Bubba Banana 
Nutland, Pitsha 


Nice try, Heyberger, the postmark 
gave you away — ed. 


HE WHO SLEEPS WITH DOGS... 

I would like to know when you 

folks plan to test the new Hodaka 

250 Thunderdog? Keep up the good 
work. 

Todd Hutson 

Mt. Home AFB, Indiana 


Rumor has it that the folks in 
Oregon are housebreaking one for us 
at this moment — ed. 


WATERMELON MAN 

The letter telling about Carl 
Cranke sending the T-shirts, stickies, 
etc., really rang a bell. 

Since buying a Penton two years 
ago, I’ve written several letters to 
Tom Penton asking tons of 
questions. The response is always the 
same: Within a week the answers 
arrive, usually typewritten and 
always thorough. In this day of 
consumer rip-offs I can get pretty 
excited about this kind of service. 
Pure class. 

Next time I buy a bike, you think 
I'm going to change brands? As soon 


as it rains chocolate watermelons, 
I'll consider it. Maybe. 

Bill Scully 

Decatur, Georgia 


In the event of prolonged 
chocolate watermelon storms we 
heartily recommend indoor racing 
— ed. 


BUDGET RACING 

When you guys test bikes you are 
always jokingly comparing DT400s 
to Husky GPers, and other silliness. 
This is good fun and we all laugh. 
We being the people who have 
ridden good bikes and bad bikes and 
know the differences. 

Remember, though, that. not 
everyone is constantly exposed to the 
super-zoot trick bikes and must 
make do with what they have. 

You guys have a great magazine, 
just don’t forget about the little guy 
on the economy budget who does it 
all for fun. 

Ted Guthrie 
Youngstown, Ohio 


Your point is duly noted, Guthrie, 
though we never seriously compare a 
bike to one with which it cannot be 
expected to compete. Consider the 
other side, though: a budget bike 
need not be bad, and we have a 
responsibility to the rider with 
limited funds both to weed out the 
turkeys and to push the manufac- 
turers toward offering quality 
machinery at all price levels — ed. 


PHOEBE REPLICA? 

I need a “gelaendereisterschaften” 
for a 1955 BAS. Please tell me who 
sells these parts. You have to help. 

Gene Lui 
Indio, California 


Well, you could start in the phone 
book, under “g”... — ed. 


MONO-MANIA? 

When your mag first began 
circulation, all of dirt bike-dom was 
overwhelmed by someone finally 
preparing something for our beloved 
sport, dirt riding. 

While other rags were writing 
things like "nice for the average 
rider," DIRT BIKE had the guts to 
say, "This bike shouldn't even be 
sold." 

My question is, what happened? 
The most recent case is the new 
monoshock craze. It seems that 
anything that is monoshocked gets 
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nothing but praise. I am sick of 
reading touched-up, made-to- 
sound-nice article after article. 
Example: "In summary we of Dirt 
Tryke think this new IT400 
monoshocker is a nice bike. After all, 
everyone knows since Harold 
Buckmeister won the national 
championship on a monoshock 
anything written about one must be 
peachy." 
If you're honest, you'll print this. 
Mark Bailey 
Florissant, Missouri 


OK, Bailey, we printed it. 
Referring to our IT400 test, which 
you really should read, you'll find 
comments on the monoshock rang- 
ing from "the monoshock is super," 
to "the monoshock really felt harsh 
in the stuttery stuff," with, "the 
monoshock finally works like a good 
set of laydown shocks" thrown in for 
a happy medium. Honest testing we 
do, criticism without explanation we 
leave to the less mature. — ed. 


THE RIVER JORDAN IS 
CHILLY AND WIDE... 

Re Michael Jordan’s “Down and 
out with that Marathon Madness, 
again.” 

I think that was the most 
low-down, disgusting story DIRT 
BIKE has ever printed. 

Let me quote one phrase: 
"featuring . . . every teenage mental 
defective and aging C-traction 
junkie from every loonie bin and 
prison farm between Milpitas and 
Hayward — no expense spared." 

Ha. It takes a lot of skill and 
courage to do what they're doing. 
They could be stalking the streets 
"instead! 

I have been a spectator at 
Fremont and Sand Hill for a long 
time. They are dusty and dirty, but I 
haven't grown talons or gill slits yet. 

Mrs. Karen Busch 
Mountain View, California 


Perhaps scales on your sense of 
humor and a venomous pen? — ed. 


... MILK AND HONEY ON THE 
OTHER SIDE 

Just a note to say, well, this writer 

Mike Jordan, enjoyed his story in the 

June issue, it was worth the whole 

price of the mag. Beautiful sense of 

humor, tell him thanks for some 
good old-fashioned belly laughs. 

R.C. French 

Beaumont, ‘California 

Continued on page 18 
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points; triggers from your stator coil. 
For Honda XL's, SL's, MT's, MR's, CR-250, 
XR-75; Yamaha YZ-80's; Bultaco, 

Suzuki, Hodaka, Kawasaki and other makes 
and models with point-magneto ignition. 

You get CDI electronics, CDI-design 
ignition coil, Silicone HV plug wire, 
mounting hardware, complete instruc- 
tions, two year guarantee. Nothing else to 
buy! $54.95 


MARTEK PRODUCTS 
Box 1639, Dept. H., Carlsbad, Calif. 92008 


mototeK CDI CONVERSION KITS 
FOR SINGLE-CYLINDER MOTORCYCLES 


Convert your 2-stroke or 4-stroke single to breakerless CDI. 
Increased Power. Increased RPM. A surprising improve- 
ment in overall performance. No plug fouling. No more 


Completely 
Eliminates Points 


a 


bo INQUIRIES INVITED 


Order now. Send cycle make, model, year. Ten-day trial, full refund. 


THE FINEST IN DIRT 
APPAREL IS AT YOUR 
HI-POINT DEALER .... 


BUILT IN 
SHOULDER 


DeCOSTER 


BARRUFALDI 
HI-POINT NYLON/ 


LEATHER 


HI-POINT 
NYLON/ 
LEATHER 
ENDURO 


HI-POINT 
DELUXE 


LEATHER MX E 
PANTS WITH 


KNEE CUPS 


FREE 48 page Hi-Point Competi- 
tion Catalog. Send 50€ for postage 
and handling to Hi-Point, 3709 W. 
Erie Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44053. 


HI-POINT OILS & ACCESSORIES 
3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, O. 44053 


P. O. Box 2327, Amarillo, Tx. 79106 
9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, Ca. 95827 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


A STACK OF STUFF 

Steve and Rolf Stackable have a 
new accessory outfit. All products 
are either used or tested by Steve 
before being added to the Ultralite 
Products line. He’s seen wearing 
signature model TRD pants, nylon 
and Nomex, available in factory 
colors with brand logos. They 
feature snap-out hip pads, knee caps 
and shin guards, sell for $89.95; 
ISDT version goes for $74.95. Dealer 
inquiries should be directed to Steve 
Stackable Ultralite Products, 910 
Jewell, Austin, Texas 78704; (512) 
447-9188. Order direct if there isn’t 
a dealer in your area. 


SPORT VISOR 
It’s new, it’s light, it identifies 
your marque. What more could you 
ask for? It's the new Malcolm Smith: 
lightweight sport visor. It's heat- 
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proof, stain-proof, waterproof, 
proof-proof and washable. Available 
in different team colors and logos 
with color-coordinated backstrap. 
Great for the pits or the Malibu to 
Santa Monica Pier Windsurfer Race. 
$3.95 at your local Gold Medal 
Racing Products dealer. He can get 
'em from Malcolm at 888 Marl- 
borough, Riverside, California 
92507; (714) 686-1006. 


FOR MAICOS 
If you're riding a Mighty M 
motocrosser, or enduro model, 
then you had better pick up on one 
of these official Maico chain 
tensioners. They were tested for 


two years before going into 
production. No need for drilling 
holes, welding or hammering 
around. Just remove right footpeg, 
position tensioner, rebolt footpeg, 
adjust tension and go racing. Fits 
all 250 and open Mighty Ms from 
'68 on. Itll run you a mere $21.95 
and is available through all U.S. 
Maico dealers. 


LOOK COOL, BE WET 
Bell’s glossy nylon cire jacket keeps 
you warm when it's cool. Bright red 
with white and black trim, it's quilt- 
lined. Sizes: Small, Medium, Large 
and Extra-Large. Available at all 
Bell Helmet dealers. 


DON'T PAY ATTENTION 
TO DELILAH 

“Hi, I'm Samson. I’m wearing a 
Jim Davis Ultra-Light (SP90MX) 
shoulder-chest combination. It's just 
great for fighting the Philistines. Jim 
designed this combo for maximum 
protection and minimum weight. 
The chest protector is Rubatex 
rubber. Everything’s cotton-backed 
to keep me cool and comfortable in 
hot weather. Red, white and blue 
color pattern, all for only $29.85. 
Sometimes, for really heavy-duty 
combat, like pulling down the pillars 
of a temple, I wear my SP33MX 
model with double-thickness collar 
bone, back plates and shoulder caps. 
Thats only $35.37. Theyre also 
great for Baja. Available at dealers 
everywhere. Excuse me, but I have 
to leave now. Delilah mentioned 
something about a trim." 


Se 
3 9 o 
. 
NEW GENERATION 


Aluminum swingarms for CR 
Hondas and RM Suzukis. Run the 


"stock shocks tor he BM With13 4: 


inch Long Stroke Girlings or 
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comparable shocks you get 8¥2 
inches of travel. The arms are 
feathery six-pounders. 125 arms are 
$125; 250 or 370 arms are $135. Ask 
for the Book of Tricks catalog ($1) 
while you're at it. DG Performance 
Specialties, 5552 La Palma Ave. 
East, Anaheim, California 92806; 
(714) 996-4430. 


TONY D WINGS 

Want a pair of shocks with Tony 
D emblazoned across them? Red 
Wing has ’em. Tony tested ’em, says 
the Kayaba-manufactured Red 
Wing gas shock is unbeatable. The 
white shocks come in three lengths: 
13, 13.75 and 14.25 inches, and four 
progressive spring rates: 70/130, 
90/160, 100/175 and 115/210. Each 
shock costs $30.95, a pair of springs 


go for $29.95. If your dealer doesn't 


have them tell him to contact 
Marubeni America Corporation, 200 
Park Ave., New York, New York 
10017; (212) 973-8937. 


HIGH ON MAICO 

Wheelsmith Engineering, the 
outfit that sponsors Gaylon Mosier, 
has an up-pipe for 75-76 250, 400 
and 450 Maicos. It tucks in tight, is 
lighter than the stock low pipe, was 
develóped on the national circuit for 
more power too. The high pipe must 
be used with the  works-type 
aluminum tank, it won't fit glass or 
plastic tanks. The pipe goes for $95, 
works tanks are also available. 
Order directly from Wheelsmith, 
3635 W. McFadden, Santa Ana, 
California 92704. 
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JIM POMEROY 
TRANS-AMA LEATHERS 

MX leathers from Lancer feature 
their patented "Vent-Air" system 
that keeps you cool with plenty of 
strength and protection. You get 
triple-padded hips and shins, and 
plastic knee guards with zippered 
pockets. Ventilated nylon in calf 
area provides cool comfort in boots, 
with elastic foot strap to keep them 
tucked in. Made of Canadian 
leather, with dyed-through colors 
and polyester thread double-stitched 
at all stress points. Available with 
team lettering on side stripe (specify 
when ordering) — Honda, Suzuki, 
Yamaha, Bultaco, Husky, Kawasaki 
and Montesa. Sizes 28 to 38 for 
$119.50. Lancer Leathers, 10624 N. 
19th Ave., Phoenix, Arizona 85029. 


GAS BAGGIES 


For just $9.95 you can get 
Skyway’s Gas Chamber Kit and turn 
your old oiler shocks into gas/oil 
shocks that they say will work as 


well as or better than $130 units. So 
they say. For the ten-spot you get 
two Freon-filled bladders, a bottle of 
special hydraulic oil and instruc- 
tions. It fits almost any rebuildable 
shock: Boge/Mulholland, Honda 
CR, Yamaha, Thermal Flow, Red 
Wing, Koni, Telesco, Betor, etc. For 
the whole story contact Skyway 
Recreation Products, 12300 Glad- 
stone Ave., San Fernando, Cali- 
fornia 91342. Or you can get your 
hands oily by just looking at them at 
your nearest dealer’s. 


EA 
TWO CYCLE 
RAGING QIL 


ANOTHER “R” 

Yamaha announces the develop- 
ment and availability of a unique 
new engine oil, Yamalube R, 
designed primarily for high- 
performance two-cycle racing 
engines. Formulated for use in 
competitive events, Yamalube R has 
been field tested under racing 
conditions for more than a year. It is 
the official two-cycle lubricant of 
the Yamaha national racing teams. 
Yamalube R was also selected by 
Don Vesco as his primary lubricant 
in his successful quest to become the 
fastest man on two wheels, when he 
broke the 300 mph barrier on the 
Bonneville salt flats. See your 
Yamaha dealer. . . 


FOR YOUR EYES 

How's about those fine-fitting 
Uvex Grand Prix goggles, but with 
curved plastic lenses? You get a red 
leather-textured face (not yours, the 
goggles’), foam leather back, covered 
with special chamois-like material 
for better sealing and comfort. 
Adjustable air vents and the exclusive 
Hercules headstrap holders allow the 
goggles to fit into the helmet for a 
better seal. If you can't find 'em, 
contact Hercules Dist., 9827 Mason 
Ave., Chatsworth, California 91311; 
or phone (213) 882-8272. o 
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The Mulholland 
LTG Long Travel Gas Shock 
is not just for anyone... 


but for everyone that 
demands: the best in riding. 


The race bred LTG is designed exclusively for the 
demands of competition riding and for the increased 
load factors of modern G.P. and cantilever setups. 
The all new LTG has a larger volume of special shock 


oil and aluminum cooling fins to reduce heat buildup. 


Longer travel and efficient gas operation have 
been coupled with the race proven features 
of the traditional Mulholland MX line to 
provide you with a shock that's capable of 
conquering the most extreme demands 
possible. 


For your next moto or enduro, 
demand the best . . . demand LTG. 


P.O. Box 390, Gardena, California 90247 
230 West Rosecrans, Gardena, California 90248 


For information on Interpart's complete line of 
motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept: DB—7 
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RIDERS WRITE 
Continued from page 15 


THE TITANIUM STAPLE 
SCANDAL RETURNS 

Your mag (trick word for 

magazine) is really quite the thing. 

But your covers are DNFers. They 

are about as bad as Suzuki front 

ends, always falling off. Tell me 

what vou plan to do about this little 
problem. 

Tim Bartlett 

St. George, Utah 


DIRT BIKE is a competitive 
off-road magazine, and as such 
carries no warranty whatsoever. We 
thank you for purchasing a DIRT 
BIKE product. Remember, all 
service should be done with genuine 
DIRT BIKE parts. 


IOWA AWAY 
Did you notice that two out of the 
top ten National Enduro Series 
riders are from Iowa? I will be 
happy to accept your apologies for 
the humiliation of my state. 
An I.C.M.D.T. Member 


Oh, that IOWA — ed. 


BACK IN THE OZARKS AGAIN 
Whatever happened to Ringo 
Springs in the Ozarks? I have been 
trying to reach them to plan my 
vacation and all letters have been 
returned. Any help would be greatly 

appreciated. 

Fabian Dressler 
Northfield, Illinois 


Ringo Springs, site of the Swift 
David Hermitage, can be reached by 
writing to: Ringo Springs, Black, 
Missouri 63625; or call (314) 
269-4710. — ed. 


DIRT-Y POLITICS 

My dad won't let me read your 
magazine anymore. He thinks that 
your mag is owned and operated by 
the Committee to Reelect Coolidge. 

Could you please set him straight? 
Captain Marvel 
Hickory, North Carolina 


Let us make this perfectly clear. . 


| Stop 
smoking. 十 c 


Give Heart Fund 
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Winning Hang Ten 
Hands down. 


This year's Hang Ten United States Moto- 
cross Grand Prix at California's Carlsbad 
Raceway was spectacular. And making it 
that way was Holland's Gerrit Wolsink. On 
his way to victory in this American round 
of the World 500cc Championship, he not 
only placed first in Moto No. 1, but first in 
Moto No. 2 as well. 

Gerrit's winning power combination was 
Suzuki —fitted with Champion Gold Palla- 
dium spark plugs. The same combination he 
used to win the event last year. And the 
year before that. 

Next time you need spark plugs, ask for 
the ones that prove their performance by 
winning one of the world's toughest races. 
Year after year. Ask for premium perfor- 
mance Champion Gold Palladium spark 


plugs. 


H N 


ee 
Dee 
Sure 


Fill'er up with Champions. 


Toledo, OH 43661 


Send for two Champion Racing Decals. Enclose 304 in coin 
for postage and handling. CHAMPION DECAL OFFER, 


P.O. BOX 2343, REIDSVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 27322. 


TRIALS 


FILE 
by 


LANE LEAVITT 


More questions and answers. Keep reading and 
you may discover the truth about Ozone and the 
Cosmic Debris or where Rescue, California, is 
located, if it really exists. Address your questions 


to Lane, c/o DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 317, 
Encino, California 91316. Remember, we can’t 
promise personal replies. 


Before you get to the letters how 
about some comments on the 
national series? 


The national series is too easy for 
the top riders. You get Marland 
coming in with a score like six 
points. Thats ridiculous. The 
nationals should be training riders 
for world championship events. 

I feel they should have a national 
qualifying system. Each area would 
have three or four trials. It could 
bring in riders with no intention of 
going to the nationals, but still train 
them for future nationals, like the 
Two Day Qualifier series qualifies 
for the ISDT. I think you need a 
qualifying series to get more people 
interested in trials. It'd be another 
step forward, and that way you 
could make the nationals more 
difficult. The guys who want to ride 
one or two nationals could ride the 
qualifiers instead. Let them enjoy 
themselves and then you wouldn't 
have to worry about injuring one of 
those guys because you're making 
the sections more difficult. It's really 
ridiculous to have a trial where the 
winner has five or six points and the 
back of the pack has 250. 

The NATC could have set trials 
back several years by the decisions 
they made at the last (December) 
meeting. Maybe they aren't inter- 
ested in having world class riders 
and getting the manufacturers 
involved in the sport. Like Honda's 
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program to sponsor local riders. 
That would have created a lot of 
interestif they had qualifiers. They're 
probably the riders Honda would 
have supported in a national 
qualifying series. My idea is that 
your top ten riders wouldn't have to 
ride these. They could go off and 
ride in England or Europe. The 
NATC seems to feel a national 
qualifying series would pull away 
from the importance of the national 
series. 

How about the local rider 
exclusion rule for the nationals? 


I think all the top national riders 
feel the local rider rule is ridiculous, 
that it's not necessary. They don't 
care if they have to ride against each 
other on their home ground because 
they're all going to have the same 
advantage sooner or later. If the 
NATC went to a six-event national 
series the whole local rider rule 
would fall apart. I favor something 
like two events in each AMA region, 
with possibly your best four out of 
six counting. 


Are the English and Europeans 
really that much better than the 
best American riders? 


I know for a fact that I can go out 
and ride as well as Vesterinen in 
practice, but I get into a trial with 
someone like that and they'll beat 
me by 30 or 40 points. There's 
something wrong there. We have the 
riding ability to beat anyone in the 
world, but mentally we're not pre- 
pared for the difficult sections 
because the national trials are really 


sissy. A perfect example of lack of 
mental preparation was the North- 
ern California national last year. 
Look at the first lap scores, like 75, 
and then 25 on the second loop. A lot 
of the guys were capable of riding it, 
but when they came to the sections 
the first time they went: oh, I can't 
do that. Then they came around the 
second lap and said it wasn't so bad 
after all and just went right up it. 
The key is mental attitude. The 
world trial in Rhode Island was 
much more difficult than our 
national. The winning score by 
Rathmell was 45 points. It was the 
easiest international, yet our tough- 
est national, won with a score over 
100, was much easier than Rhode 
Island, the easiest international. Our 
nationals should be as difficult as an 
easy world trial. The top 15 or 20 
guys in the U.S. are capable of 
riding international. You have 
mediocre Experts in control of the 
NATC and they won't let the trials 
become more difficult because they 
want to ride the national series. 
Until the NATC gets off their duff 
we're never going to have a world 
championship rider because the guys 
just can't compete if they're not used 
to it. Psychologically, they can't 
handle it, unless they move to 
Europe. The NATC should allow 
world class riders to come over here 
and ride, which means in effect 
giving FIM sections to local club 
events. 


You were planning on putting on 
an international trial and training 
school for national riders with top 
European instructors after the world 
round in Washington. What hap- 
pened? 


We were going to have an 
international trial to give the 
Europeans the incentive to come 
down, ride the trial the following 
week and teach the school. Now the 
only money they can make if they 
come is money we can pull in entry 
fees from the national class rider 
school. There won't be as many 
international riders because there 
won't be a trial for them. The NATC 
said Catch 22 was that they had to 
have a year's notice to get an FIM 
sanction. I know Coutard wanted to 
ride a national trial in Finland and 
all they did was call up and pay to 
sanction the trial as an international 
event. Vesterinen rode the British- 

Continued on page 78 
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CHECKPOINT Continued from page 8 
games, the CB radio craze is 
sweeping the country. 

What? No “big ten-four?" OK. 
Before I get a pile of hate mail 
bearing signatures like "White 
Lightning" and “Heavy Load,” let 
me explain a bit. I have nothing at 
all against the concept of CB. In 
fact, I can think of nothing that 
could take its place for savings lives, 
for, to a more and more limited 
extent every day, making time on 
the highway, or even for providing a 
means of maintaining consciousness 
on the great deserts of the American 
Interstates. 

Fact is, though, that the Band is 
becoming glutted with fantasy. The 
guy and the girl who avert their eyes 
from each other shyly at church 
socials have become "Lip Service" 
and “Big Inch," and' can hurl 
innuendos back and forth without 
the discomforts of actually having to 
ever meet. Dissatisfied businessmen 
can call themselves “Cornpone,” 
practicing their Southern accents at 
night, and swap truckin' stories with 
all of the other imaginary long 
haulers. While the real truckers turn 
off their sets in disgust when they 
near any populated area. 

Here in the L.A. basin the term 
"breaker," once a request for 
courtesy in, if not an emergency, at 
least an exceptional situation, has 
become the only way .to make 
oneself heard over the continual 
mumble. Just last week on a friend’s 
unit we heard, “Breaker, breaker, 
this here’s Goldenrod, I got the 
Coors and I’m comin’ home. Do you 
copy there, Highlife?” 

Now, I'd be the last to say that the 
arrival of brew couldn't be a matter 
of grave importance, but hell, OI 
"Goldenrod" was probably six blocks 
from home. 

Before the Band goes completely 
nuts, before any legitimate call is 
chattered off the air entirely and 
every voice becomes a lie thrown 
into the chaos, maybe serious CBers, 
those who respect the wonder and 
power of what they have, can find a 
way out. 

As for me, Ill make time on the 
road by keeping my eyes open, and 
save my lies for the company of 
riding buddies. 

As for keeping awake on the 
highway, I’ve been doing real well 
by reworking the poems of some of 
my favorite lavatory Longfellows: 

“He who wastes his CB calls . . ."g 
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Marty Smi t 
National Champ, 
125cc 74, 75 
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Marty Smith...Jammin' Jimmy 
Weinert...the top riders are 
teamed up with Jofa for the pro- 
tection that lets them go all out. 


That's the team...Jofa, top 
riders, and you. Jofa, with the line 
of protective gear recognized as 
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© Volvo of America Corporation, Recreational Products Division, Rockleigh, New Jersey 07647 
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the best. Riders like Smith and 


Weinert, who know this is the 


smart way to ride. 


Team Jofa...get with it! 


e Rock Guards * Shoulder Guards 
* Elbow Pads * Shin Guards * Equipment Bag 


The Protection Collection A 


PACIFICO’S new PAC-TANKS™ have a vent tube that is attached 
directly to the front of the tank in combination with a non-vented cap. 
The completely sealed cap keeps the gas from leaking on your bike and 
. your body. The vent tube doesn't get reamed out when you take off 
your cap and is much less liable to get knocked off. /t works. With 
seven sizes available, each in six colors, you have 42 possible ways to 
clean up your act. See your dealer or send 50€ to PACIFICO for catalog, 


patch and decal. 


IB ww 


PACIFICO Inc., Dept. D-62, 1625 S.E. Hogan Rd. 


Gresham, Oregon 97030 | 
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Alright, what’s the story? Whenever 
we come up with anything from hot 
tidbits to blowmind brainstorms, aren't 
we always decent enough to share them 
with you? Well? What's your excuse? 
Too many pit crashes without your 
helmet maybe? Isn't our money good 
enough? It should be enough just to have 
your name emblazoned across the pages 
of The Mighty DB. But if it isn't, would 
you consider $10? That's right, we'll give 
you ten big ones if you'll just melt some 
brain cells to come up with a slick tip, 
and send it in along with a suitable black 
and white photograph. What more could 
you ask for? You'll be rich as well as 
famous. 


MORE RUBBER BAND MUSIC 

Quick Two-Day-type wheel re- 
moval is a snap when everything is 
in the right place just waiting to go 
to work. By rubber-banding your 


axle wrench in place on the 
appropriate nut you insure À) that it 
will be there when needed, and B) 
that you've brought the correct 
wrench. Seriously, a staffer has 
ridden several  Qualifiers thus 
equipped, losing nary an axle 
wrench. Just a quick slip of the 
rubber and a tug on the wrench and 
off she comes. Spares and tools 


should be mounted as near as 
possible to where they will 
eventually be used. 

PURSANG STOP SWITCH 


Riders who feel uncomfortable 
with too much steering lock can 
easily remedy the situation on 
Pursangs, or many other Bultacos. 
The nut that acts as a steering stop 
can be adjusted merely by turning it 
so that one of the smaller faces, 
rather than the flat side, does the 


stopping. 


SHIFTLESS, IN THE GRIP 
OF VICE 

There you sit, miles from the 
comfort of van and cooler, with shift 
lever snapped off by the jaws of the 
great white rock. What to do? 
Attempt to ride back in fifth gear? 
Maybe, but if a pair of vice grips 
` graces your motorcycle or tool kit 
there is an easy solution. Just let the 
grabbers get a grip on your shift 
shaft and get along. The emergency 
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‘uses of this most handy and most 


destructive of tools are too numerous 
to list. We know of someone who 
successfully rode 30 miles using vice 
grips to replace a lost axle nut. Best 
of all, they ride comfortably where 
you put ‘em. Just clamp on tightly, 
with perhaps one of your redoubt- 


able rubber bands holding the 
handles closed. 
WISH I COULD CHAMOIS 


LIKE MY SISTER KATE... 

We haven’t checked this one, but 
fishing guides in the Canadian 
wilderness have been known to 
“clean” gas that has picked up water 
by straining it through a small real 
leather chamois cloth, like the kind 
you clean your car with. The theory 
is that the chamois will hold water 
while letting the fuel through. We’re 
almost fuel enough to believe it, and 
in next month’s column we'll let you 
know... 


DON’T BUG ME, I’M RIDING 
The back woods, heaven to the 


adventuresome trail or enduro rider, 
is also haven for more winged blood- 
suckers than that castle in Transyl- 
vania. Nothing makes trailside 
maintenance go so slowly and 
painfully as a face full of six-legged 
carnivores. OFF's Deep Woods 
Formula seems to do the job really 
well. It will last through a good long 
ride, and, should you unexpectedly 
spend the night, the bottle is 
unbreakable and small enough to 
carry most anywhere. Keeps off 
anything smaller than a Sasquatch, 
too. 


LINK CABLE, 

MASTER DETECTIVE 
Master links, of course, should be 
carried anytime you ride out of sight 
of your truck. They're little devils, 
however, and have a clever way of 
sneaking out of the best-sealed 
toolboxes. Fastening the assembly 
directly to either your brake or 
clutch cable makes it easy to detect 
in an emergency. A few links and 

half links may be helpful, too. 


CAST YOUR FATE TO THE WINDS... 


Plaster, though infinitely superior 
to bare skin, still is subject to the 
normal walk-a-day corrosions and 
contusions. Our own George solves 
this problem nicely, with the old 
panacea, duct tape. George's racing 
cast, modified with duct tape 
support, not only has vastly 


improved waterproofing, but in- 
corporates a modish continental look 
preferable to the otherwise staid 
white cast. We approached him 
about experimentally drilling his 
unit for lightness. It's amazing how 
fast he can move with that thing on!. 
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OPEN GASIFICATION SIS SUPERE BET TER THAN: EXCELLENT: 


Evaluating the performance of 
today’s dirt racers has become more 
and more difficult. Not only has the 
performance increased tremendous- 
ly, but most brands now offer 
packages so complete as to have been 
unheard of a few years ago. Power, 
suspension, detailing, are all there. 
The performance of dirt bikes is 
hard to measure in stark numbers. 
Dyno charts give a hint but they are 
only a small part of the whole 
picture. Drags on a dirt strip don’t 
work. Lap times at the local 
racetrack are unreliable since there 
are too many variables involved. 
Most motocross races last more than 
a lap or two so at least 15 minutes on 
each bike would be necessary to 
include the fatigue factor. Some 
bikes are faster, but more tiring to 
ride, than others. Additionally, no 
other magazine but DIRT BIKE has 
any staffers who can handle open 
class machinery expertly. The only 
logical conclusion to the problems of 
performance evaluation came to us 
one day a while ago. It’s time for 
DIRT BIKE to do a multi-bike 
open-class motocross evaluation. 
After having tested most of them 
individually we would put together 
some of them on the same track on 
the same day. For this we needed 

‘more riders than the staff could 
provide, riders who could take a 
whole day of testing and still be fresh 
enough at the end to be able to give 
concrete comments concerning the 
bikes’ performances. 

So we set about planning. We 
invited all the distributors of the 
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Gary Jones vs. Suzuki vs. Rich Thorwaldson 
vs. Husqvarna vs. Billy Clements vs. KTM vs. 
Al Baker vs. Bultaco vs. Gary Hymes vs. 
Montesa vs. Mike Bell vs. CZ vs.... 


Cover guy Gary Jones gets the feel of 
the 360 VA. 
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major brands that have open class 
bikes to participate, bringing a bike 
and a technician, in a one-day 
“performance evaluation,” as we 
decided to call it for want of a better 
name. Then we had Gunnar call 
some of his old buddies, all very 
qualified experts, who are now 
independent from the brands that 
we planned to test. It was 
imperative that we complete the 
entire performance evaluation in 
one day of riding, since a multi-day 
affair would take an_ entirely 
different approach. Six brands 
participated, making this, to our 
knowledge, the biggest “shootout” of 
dirt bikes to date. 

It turned out that we had picked 
one of the hottest days of the year for 
the test, a few degrees over the 
hundred mark, but the low 
humidity made it tolerable. 

A track had to be chosen, too. We 
picked the Indian Dunes Park, north 
of Los Angeles, which has three 
different tracks available for use. It 
also has a sandwash and a river, the 
latter at this time of the year always 
dried to a small creek. The sandwash 
has knee-deep whoopdies from years 
of pounding, and through this DIRT 
BIKE has set up its own test track. 
It’s the L.A. version of the Dutch St. 
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Mike Bell cookin’ on the Bultaco. 


DIRT BIKE 


The mighty, late arriving, KTM. 
OCTOBER 1976 


Anthonis sand track and will make a 
man out of any rider. The creek is 
frequently used for testing water- 
proofing. 


THE BIKES: 

BULTACO. Mike Hannon from 
Bultaco International brought the 
latest 370 Bul out, which inci- 
dentally was identical to the test bike 
that we covered last month. Work 
had been done to the rear shocks to 
lighten the dampening. 

CZ. The Czech firm sent their 
new 400, with air suspension all 
around. Bob Bucklin from American 
Jawa was kept busy. 

HUSQVARNA. A new 360 CR 
was taken care of by racing 
mechanic Dean Goldsmith. Service 
Manager Nils Arne Nilsson was there 
to supervise. A Metzeler rear tire was 
the only non-stock item that we 
could discover. Different than our 
1975 test bike, this 360 had new 
forks (again) with 210mm claimed 
travel and improved rear shocks and 
footpegs. 

KTM. Jeff Foland, So. Cal. hot 
expert rider, finally appeared with 
his own personal bike that he had 
ridden in the U.S. Grand Prix a 
week earlier. Chuck Daly from 
KTM Imports of America was there 


to supervise. The bike was naturally 
personalized to Jeff's liking and not 
completely stock. 

MONTESA’s new 360 Cappra was 
temporarily relieved of its duties as 
DIRT BIKE's test bike of the month. 
It was checked out by Montesa's 
Derek Edgar, who also accompanied 
the bike on the test day. Optional 
LTG shocks and Metzeler tires were 
used. 

SUZUKI. The RM370 brought out 
by Jay Lewis from U.S. Suzuki was 
stock in all respects, so far as we 
could determine. 


THE RIDERS: 

BILLY CLEMENTS. Bil is a 
former Team Husqvarna MX 
member of many years and has 
European experience (took points at 
the “72 GP circuit). He is now 
training instructor at the Pasadena 
La Spa in California, where he uses 
some of his knowledge of physical 
training to help other people lose 
weight. Bill has not raced profes- 
sionally for almost a year now. 

GARY HYMES has been a 
California expert rider for over six 
years. Originally a desert rider, he 
turned to motocross early, and has 
had sponsorships from Montesa, 
Hercules, Penton and CZ. He now 
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owns a shop called Off Road Racing 

Specialties in Santa Monica, Califor- 

nia, where he does suspension work 

on motorcycles and off-road racing 
. cars. 

MIKE BELL. A local CMC and 
AMA expert who is just on the edge 
of making it into the big-time with 
his first free ride, Mike has lots of 
experience despite his youth. His 
latest feat is winning the Open 
Expert class at Mammoth Mountain, 
a highly regarded event on the west 
coast, on a 440 Honda four-stroke 
built by his father Bill. 

GARY JONES. Presentation un- 
necessary. Gary is the only rider to 
date to win three 250 National 
championship titles in a row and, on 
top of that, he did it on three 
different brands. He now has a 
development contract with the Islo 
factory to develop the AMMEX 
motocrosser. 

AL BAKER. Former Kawasaki 
MX Team member, and 1975 
SCORE #1 off-road rider. Winner of 
countless Baja 500s and 1000s. Runs 
a motorcycle specialty shop in Van 
Nuys, California, between races. 

JIM O'NEAL. Ex Can-Am and 
Bultaco rider for many years, Jim 
now devotes all of his time to a 
motorcycle accessory distributorship 
in Reseda, California. 

RICHARD THORWALDSON. 
Originally a #1 desert racer, Rich 
turned to motocross when the Suzuki 
team formed a U.S. division. He 
stayed three years with team Suzuki 
MX. Thor now manufactures 
specialty components in his own 
shop in Los Angeles. 

BUTCH DARLING. Currently #1 
AMA D-37 motocrosser in the 125 
Expert class. 

THE DIRT BIKE regular staff 
testers: Jim Connolly (District 37 #1 
Open Expert), Gunnar (Swedish 
expatriate sand track pervert), and 
Zeal (#1 philosocrosser). 

All in all — six hot bikes and 11 
experienced test riders. The stage 
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was set for the most comprehensive 
comparison test yet. 


GOING FOR IT 

It was a long day. The plans 
called for an 8 a.m. start with 
conclusions drawn at dinner after 5 
p.m. As the day went on it became 
obvious that the riders were not 
going to give any of the bikes a 
break. As soon as one rider pulled in 
there were others waiting to take it 
back out. At the end of the day, 
however, most everybody had 
ridden as much as they wanted. 

The first bike to arrive in the 
morning, and consequently the first 
bike on the track, was the Husky. It 
was not until after five that evening 
that it was finally shut down, after 
almost nine hours of continuous 
running. The Husky had very little 
down time, only as much as was 
absolutely necessary to lube the 
chain and top off the tank. Dean 
had to borrow gas from the less 
fortunate competitors in the end. At 
the end of the day it was easy to 
understand why Husky keeps 
winning the long-distance events 
time and time again. 

Early in the afternoon the 
hard-packed track started to take its 
toll. The Suzuki came in with a 
wobbly front wheel, which took Jay 
a while to straighten out. The CZ 
had suspension problems and on top 
of that refused to run from time to 
time because of an electrical short. 
The Bultaco had its rear brake 
checked out after complaints from 
the riders of lack of efficiency, and 
later a cracked front rim was 
discovered. The Montesa chipped a 
tooth off third gear and, although 
Derek managed to fish the piece out, 
the noise got worse and the VR had 
to be grounded for the remainder of 
the day. The KTM stuck its throttle 
on its first ride because of hasty 
prep. The problem was corrected 
and did not appear again. Because 
of its late arrival the KTM was the 


And the stars of the show... 


bike that was ridden the least. Each 
rider was on the other bikes at least 
twice, but the KTM was ridden only 
once per rider. 

An interesting observation was 
made during the day. All of the 
riders easily adapted to the different 
bars, pegs and levers. Adaptability is 
part of what makes a great rider. 

As the day drew to a close each 
riders comments were recorded by 
our very efficient secretary, Jan. Jan 
got her notepads out between her 
runs to the market to buy soft drinks 
and Gatorade for the riders. Each 
rider was asked to list the best three 
bikes and then to make any other 
comments he might have regarding 
the machines. The comments as you 
see them are edited by the staff, but 
the original messages are there. 


RIDER COMMENTS: 
Billy Clements: I couldn't find 


Nor MR 


Zeal was zealous about the RM370. 
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It weren't a fit day out for man nor beast... 


anything wrong with either the 
Suzuki or the Husky. The KTM was 
also really good, except the rear 
shocks were a little stiff on both up 
and down dampening and would 
bottom out in places. Gear ratios 
felt a bit too close. The power was 
really good, top and bottom, but 
was better still on the Suz and 
Husky. Ill go with the Husky first 
because of the higher dependability, 
in my opinion, and its lighter 
weight. But the Suz is close because 
it steers better in the slow stuff and 
it’s got better brakes. The KTM is 
third. 

Gary Hymes: The Bultaco had 
the best powerband, lots of smooth 
low end. It also turned the best and 
had the best front suspension. It's a 
comfortable bike to ride. The Suz 
was second. It vibrated more than 
the Bul and wasn't as comfy. It also 
had plenty of good power but it 
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wasn't as smooth as the Bul's. Suzuki 
had the best rear end, Bul the best 
front. Husky is the best of the 
remainder. The rear end seemed 
oversprung through the whoops. 
Seemed to turn in, wasn't smooth, 
and didn't want to stick in the 
corners. The Husky had good 
power, but was a little rich when I 
rode it. It needed to be set up for the 
individual. 

Mike Bell: The Bultaco gets my 
vote for #1 despite the poor rear 
brakes and the slow shifting. It feels 
good especially in turns, and the 
power delivery is smooth and 
predictable. The Husqvarna and the 
Suzuki are close, but I felt a bit more 
vibration through the bars on the 
Suzuki, and I also expect the Husky 
to have better reliability. So the 
Husky gets the number two vote 
from me, even if I think that it 
should turn a little better in the tight 


stuff. 

Al Baker: It's a tight race for first 
between the Suzuki and the Husky, 
but the Suzuki wins because it 
immediately feels right when you 
jump on it and it steers, brakes and 
shifts better. The Husky is also very 
good, however, and possibly given 
some time I could adjust it and 
myself to where I could go even 
faster on it. It feels lighter, but I 
didn't care for the kickstart arrange- 
ment. The seat, bars and pegs and 
their locations are really good. I 
couldn't pick a third between the 
Bultaco, KTM and the Montesa. 

Jim O'Neal: I felt most at home 
on the KTM, despite the fact that 
the bike feels a bit heavy compared 
to the competition, and the rear 
shocks were a bit stiff. I liked the 
power, the brakes, the steering and 
the front suspension. It was hard to 
decide for second place between the 
Suzuki and the Husky. Everything 
on them worked very well, except 
that I found the rear brake a little 
hard to find on the Suzuki. The 
Husky needs a berm to corner really 
well. I can get used to the rear 
brake, so the Suzuki gets my vote for 
second, though the Husky has a 
lighter feel about it when ridden. 

Rich. Thorwaldson: The Suzuki, 
Husky and KTM were quite close, in 
that order. There was absolutely 
nothing wrong with the Suzuki. The 
Husky felt lighter than the other 
two, but did not steer as well. Also, 
the  Huskys rear shocks felt 
over-sprung. This may have been a 
function of the track conditions 
during the test. On a rougher track 
they would likely be just right. The 
KTM is very fast, but doesn't have as 
smooth power as the Husky or 
Suzuki. It may also have been a bit 
stiff in the rear. The KTM's gearbox 
ratios felt a little close and I didn't 
care for the seat. It also felt heavier 
than the Suzuki or Husky. 

Gary Jones: I consider the Husky 
to be the best under all foreseeable 
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conditions. Even trail riding. It is 
lighter than any of the others and 
turns reasonably if you sit well up on 
the tank. Although it corners better 
and has the best brakes of them all, 
the Suzuki has a front fork that feels 
too stiff. It may need a thinner oil 
(it does. . . Ed.). The grips were also 
too short for my hands. I had some 
difficulty finding the rear brake 
pedal at first, and the bulges in the 
side panels bothered me when 
jumping. The KTM was probably 
the fastest bike there, especially on 
top, but didn’t seem as versatile as 
the other two. 

Zeal Anderson: Both the Suzuki 
and the Husky felt very, very good to 
me, but the Suzuki had that little 
edge needed to win: easier braking 
and steering. You have to move 
around more on the Husky (sit on 
the tank to keep the front end 
sticking). Overall the Suzuki's 
suspension was plusher, but the 
Husky’s forks seemed a little better 
when braking in stutter bumps. The 
.Bultaco gets my vote as third 
because of its good, usable power 
and despite its poor brakes and stiff 
rear end. It corners very well. It is 
also quite comfortable to ride 
because of the riding position and 
control placement. 

Gunnar Lindstrom: I would 
choose the Suzuki and Husky and 
would make third a tie between the 
Bul and the KTM. The Suzuki has 
the best suspension, brakes, steering 
and shifting, but the Husky was 
close behind. The forks and shocks 
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are the best Husky units I have tried 
to date. The stability of the bike is 
also improved. Though the Husky's 
kickstarter arrangement is no more 
than poor, the bike does have better 
fenders than the Suzuki. The 
Bultaco and the KTM are opposites 
in the engine department. The KTM 
has a short fuse (fast pick-up and 
small flywheel), while the Bultaco 
has nice, smooth acceleration and a 
fair-size flywheel. I definitely prefer 
the Bultaco in that respect. The 
KTM rear end only needs a better 
suited pair of shocks to perform 
competitively. The Bul rear end 
design still needs work (all works 
riders use different solutions) and the 
poor brakes and slow shifting also 
require attention. 

Jim Connolly: First is a tie between 
the Bultaco and the Husky, though 
the Suzuki is a very strong third, 
especially when price is considered. I 
have ridden Bultacos for so much of 
my life that I guess I am ready to 
forgive some of their weaknesses. 
Despite the poor rear brake and the 
slow shifting (it shifts much better 
when converted to right side 
shifting), the power is so gentle and 
smooth that you don't get a feeling 
of great acceleration or speed until 
you see the next corner coming up 
too fast. Though the Husky and the 
Suzuki are very close, I liked the 
Husky better for long-distance 
reliability reasons and for its better 
wheels. This is certainly the best 
Husky I have ever ridden. The 
steering was better and the tank/seat 


junction (important especially on a 
Husky) is the best I have 
encountered. And the pipe doesn't 
bother me at all. It was very stable 
at speed and in jump landings; 
better, in fact, than the Suzuki in 
those areas. The Suzuki had the best 
brakes, however, and turned better 
than the Husky, but the front fork 
needs more spring. 

Butch Darling: I preferred the 
Suzuki over all the others. It felt just 
right from the very beginning. 
Everything works just super. The 
Bul would be my second choice 
because of its broad powerband and 
excellent front forks. It also tracks 
and steers well. I rate the Husky 
third for its good powerband and 
smooth ride. My only specific 
complaint is its handlebars. 


CONCLUSION: The Suzuki was 
first choice for five of the 11 test 
riders. Husqvarna and Bultaco were 
next with three each and the KTM 
earned one. The answers, provided 
by each rider as an individual, 
indicate that the testers tended to 
track down the same qualities in 
each bike. In order to pick a winner 
each rider considered a  bike's 
varying qualities in terms of his 
priorities. Because of this, four of 
our six bikes earned first place 
ratings by at least one rider. Lower 
ratings on the CZ can be related to 
the simple fact that it was outdated, 
something we can hope will soon be 
corrected by the normally proficient 
Czechs. Difficulties we encountered 
with the Montesa held it back from 
any top-notch finishes. The specifics 
can be gathered from the full 
Montesa test in this issue. 

That four of the six bikes rated 
first place ratings by our team of 
expert test riders indicates both how 
well matched and how generally 
excellent the bikes are. Personal 
preference was the determining 
factor for our testers, as it should be 
for you. Hopefully, after reading 
this article you will have a clearer 
picture of which one might be right 
for you. 
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AN ANDERSON 


by Woods and Weed 


Tull's "mad biker” talks about Montesas, motocross, 
Marty Smith, and Sopwith Camels. 


No, you havent accidentally 
picked up a copy of "Modern Teen 
Rock and Roll Passion." Ian 


Anderson, the dynamic lead singer 
and flautist for Jethro Tull, is also an 
avid and concerned dirt rider, with 
strong ideas on the state of the sport 
both in England and America. 

We, Woods and Len Weed, met 
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with him on a Beverly Hills 
afternoon to talk dirt. The results of 
the interview, we think, are both 
surprising and enlightening. 

Tull's latest album, “Too Old To 


Rock and Roll, Too Young To Die," 


gives evidence to lan's interest in 
bikes, though it deals specifically 
with street riding, something he 


avoids. Who knows, there may be a 
motocross album on the way... 


DB (WOODS): How long have you 
been into dirt riding? 

IAN: Oh, in terms of wishful 
thinking, since I was about seven 
years old. We used to have on 
television, every week on Sunday 
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afternoon (or was it Saturday?) what 
we called scrambling. It was 
different from what you call 
scrambling, similar to what you call 
motocross — a tight, muddy course. 
But that was the great age of 
popularity of the English motorcycle 
sport, where every week, on the 
national television, on the BBC, we 
had it. It was as popular as football. 
Well, it obviously wasn’t really, but 
nearly, it was a regular thing. In 
those days, it was long before the 
days of the . . . no, it was just about 
the time that the two-strokes were 
coming in. 

DB (WOODS): Greeves was just 
beginning to catch on . . . 

IAN: Yes, Greeves and Dots and the 
odd sort of bored-out James and that 
sort of thing. Mostly four-strokes, 
though, BSAs and the occasional 
Triumph or Ariel. They weren't 
very, it wasn't as it is now, factory- 
prepared for racing stuff. They were 
different from the street bikes, 
radically, but there weren't many 
special frames, you know, or light- 
weight components. They were 
basically 300-pound machines. 

DB (WEED): There was lightweight 
stuff about, what, '64, '65, the super 
BSAs that Jeff Smith was riding. 

IAN: By that time, you see, it had 
dropped from popularity com- 
pletely. A situation has arisen which 
we ought to discuss at length, in 
terms of the sport . . . one I think 
could happen here, too. 

DB (WOODS): I wanted to get to 
that. Why don't you just startin... 

IAN: All right! We have this 
situation today, of course I should 
point out that it's only the average 
kid who gets into the sport. I'm not 
really into competition, you know, 
the insurance won't allow it... 

DB (WEED): We wondered about 
tate re 

IAN: .. . Anyway, I mean, I do it 
for fun, though I ride competition 
bikes... 

DB (WHOEVER) What do you 
ride? 

IAN: Several bikes. I have an Ossa 
Phantom, a 74, though it has the 76 
swingarm and cantilevered shocks, 
and all the fiberglass bits taken off 
and Petty bits put on... 

DB (WOODS): Theres a new one 
coming out, a big-bore Phantom... 
IAN: Well, that isn't in production 
yet. I’ve just come back from the 
Ossa factory, you see, I know some 
things you don't even know, I know 
what they're doing next year. They 


30 


x 
SSE EU SESS] 
“I made some cracks . 
telling DeCoster to watch out, 
that Graham Noyce is going to 
be giving him some trouble...” 


made me promise not to tell... 

DB (WOODS): Well, we would like 
to find out what they're doing with 
the Super Pioneer next year... 

IAN: Oh, that’s the bike! The 350, 
it’s a great bike, it’s got gas Girlings, 
forward shocks, you know... 

DB (WOODS): But, we're digress- 
Ince 

IAN: A short digression, yes, yes... 
(At this point Ian was interrupted 
concerning a call to be placed to 
Roger DeCoster. We questioned him 
about it.) 

IAN: Well, actually, I was in 
Belgium recently and we, I had met 
a friend of his and we were chatting 
about motorbikes and music and 
things. I made some cracks about 
telling DeCoster to watch out, that 
Graham Noyce, in a year or two, is 
going to be giving him a hard time. 
He's given him a hard time already 
this year. 

DB (WEED): He's diced with him 
pretty well. 

IAN: Yes, and in England, you see, 
and I realize we're digressing again, 


you don't begin by being a high 
school motocross champion on a 
one-two-five or anything. It’s like 
straight off the deep end. I mean, 
hardly anyone rides one-two-fives. 
There is a Schoolboy class, but we'll 
get into the economics of that later. 
DB (WEED): I understand that once 
you're out of Schoolboy, at 17, there 
actually is no 125 class there . . . 
IAN: There are some older guys who 
ride them, in order to compete in 
Grand Prix competition. They're 
guys who normally ride 250s or open 
class bikes but who ride the one-two- 
fives at the International level 
merely because the going isn't quite 
as tough. I mean, because there are 
only a couple of GP riders in that 
class that have it all sewn up. Like 
Gaston Rahier, no one can beat him, 
ever... 

DB (WEED): Except for perhaps 
Marty... 

ALL: (Laughter). 

IAN (still laughing): Ah, bullshit! 
No, because Marty Smith, he's 
wasting his only chance, which is to 
go into 250s, and he's not going to be 
able to ride open class. . . 

DB (WOODS): We hear that's what 
he's going to do next year, go to the 
250 class in Europe... 

IAN: He's the same as Noyce, really, 
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it’s a lack of experience. I mean, you 
put Noyce on a California dust track 
and he'd have no chance at all, that’s 


not his type of riding. (NOTE: 
Noyce looked pretty good at Carls- 
bad, however.) 

DB (BOTH): Right. 

IAN: But on the tougher, 
twistier course he is obviously a good 
rider, that’s what he’s used to in 
Britain. Marty, however, had a good 
race at Hawkstone, in England... 
DB (WOODS): He’s had a few wins, 
already. But Vic Allan is the guy 
who I'd like to see win one, I'd love 
to see CCM win one . . . 

IAN: Yes, we ve got to get one soon. 
That's a strange situation as well. 
They ve only just got that bike sorted 
out, I mean now it's just gotten to 
the point where it can regularly 
complete a race. (NOTE: The works 
CCM is sorting out bugs that will be 
avoided in later productions.) Fifty 
percent of the time Allan hasn't 
finished, you know; bits drop off, 
that sort of thing. Which is a shame, 
because for a four-stroking monster, 
its quite a light bike, the only 
competitive four-stroke there is . . . 
DB (WOODS): It's certainly quick 
enough. Uh, we'd better get back to 
the... 

IAN: Right. What I was going into 
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“Tve just come back from the 
Ossa factory, you see, | know 
some things you don't even 
know...” 


TEE 
was the price. I mean the reason that 
the one-two-five class doesn’t 
happen in England is that on the 
Schoolboy level, there aren’t many 
who can afford the cost of a 
one-two-five bike. They’ve really got 
to... you know . . . well, the 
Bultacos won't start... 

DB: (Laughter). 

IAN: .. . So they're . . . I have one, I 
know. The Montesas don’t seem to 
make it and the Ossa is OK, but 
there aren’t any of them around. It’s 
just in the last year or so that they 
started importing Japanese bikes for 
the Schoolboy class. Up till then 
they'd been riding BSA Bantams, 
lightened, made into, well, a 
modified old-fashioned bike. And 
little Suzuki street bikes that have 
been doctored a bit. But this made it 
fun for the kids. Suddenly all these 
fine Japanese motocrossers started 
coming in, but the cost, over here, is 
$750 to $800, for the Suzuki RM... 
DB (WEED): They’re about $900 
here... 

IAN: But in England, with the 


current exchange rate, the price is 
equivalent to way over a thousand 
American dollars. That’s a lot of 
money, 600 pounds sterling, I mean, 
no way! What with the average 
income and all, what we're really 
talking about is the equivalent of a 
$1500 bike! Which is out of the 
reach of the average kid, unless his 
dad buys the bike for him, which is 
unlikely because motocross there 
isnt an upper class sport. The kids 
who do it, their fathers are brick- 
lavers, or own a tobacconist's shop, 
or something. If they do get one, the 
one-two-fives that are around, great 
as they are, need a lot of work, 
they're going to fall apart... 

DB (WOODS): The better the bike is 
the more attention it needs... 

IAN: Right, and this is destroying, I 
think, what the nature of the sport is 
all about, which is that kind of 
backyard mechanic level of fooling 
around, because the parts aren't 
available. And worse. I mean, the 
mechanics who work where they 
import the bikes know nothing 
about them as often as not. So kids 
tend to go straight into the bigger 
classes, where the engines dont 
undergo such stress and basic 
maintenance is more the thing. 
Partially because of this, the 
standards aren’t as high there — 
your average high school rider on 
his one-two-five. could likely blow 
off the average weekend 250cc rider 
in England! 

DB (WOODS) Of course, the 
average l25cc rider in America 
doesn't leave his bike stock, either, 
some of them are worth a fortune. 
IAN: Yes, well, the changes, since 
the mid-'60s, in motocross technol- 
ogy, have been immense. They 
amount, in just one area of the sport 
. . . it amounts, in just one weekend, 
to more changes and found 
knowledge in one weekend of racing 
than existed before that time, since 
the beginning of the first motorbike. 
DB (WEED): The last five years 
have been incredible. 

IAN: In trials too. The latest, the 348 
Montesa Cota, is now $1600, but 
that would be equivalent to $2000 
U.S. I mean, I actually rang up and 
said, "Could you get me one of 
those?" They said, "No way, the 
waiting list is arms long." Well, the 
bikes came in and they're still sitting 
around the depots because no one 
can afford them. The technology has 
outstripped the economic means 
relative to riding in amateur 
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competition, which is ridiculous. I 
mean, there’s no provision at all, 
now, you know, there’s hardly any 
souped-up Bantam kind of racing, or 
trailbike racing formulas, like those 
that exist in motorcar racing. I 
mean, that’s what we need in 
England now, in order to make the 
sport something that everyone can 
participate in again. No one outside 
of the few enthusiasts even know 
what’s goingon... 

DB (WOODS); It's been pretty well 
promoted here, too much, I think 
sometimes... 

IAN: Yes, but what that does, what 
it must do, is make more people 
aware of the sport. I went to a race 
in L.A., in the Coliseum. I mean, 
Heikki Mikkola was there, took a 
few laps, then fell off. He was 
obviously there just to show his 
face. He wouldnt run the risk of 
missing out on an important race 
through injury by hurting himself 
there. It’s a PR thing, but it gets 
people involved. 

DB (WOODS): Motorcycling in 
general, here, I’m afraid, is heading 
for a glut point, where the bottom 
may just fall out. 

IAN: That sort of reflects what it has 
become, as opposed to what it was 
and, I think, should be. Rather akin 
to your World War I fighter pilot in 
his Sopwith Camel, with his leather 
helmet and silk scarf, getting into 
the machine, taking his last swig of 
whiskey from a cut glass decanter, 
and going off to take on the Hun. 
That feeling doesn’t exist anymore, 
partially because those bikes don’t 
exist, even in terms of street bikes. 
The latest Triumphs, you know, 
have electric starts and that kind of 
shit. They’re bad imitations of what 
the Japanese are selling. 

DB (WEED): What about trail 
riding in England? 

IAN: Well, we have "green lane" 
riding, it's not trails but small roads 
that one can legally putt along. 
When it comes to trails, they always 
belong to somebody. In Scotland 
and Yorkshire and such there are 
endless tracts of land, where one can 
ride off the road and into oblivion! 
Wild ground! 

Which is why most of the trials 
riders come from around Yorkshire; 
you can ride a mile from the center 
of town and get into the Yorkshire 
moors. 

I bought 75 acres of woodland 
that I ride, that's why I bought it. 
My next-door neighbor, a farmer, 
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^ ..this person got out, with a 
cowboy hat on, and did the 
John Wayne walk, carrying a 
Winchester repeater, a sort of 
cheapo tommy-gun, and went 


crazy...” 
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just bought a bike. I convinced him 
it was a better means of transporta- 
tion than a horse. He tears around 
now on a Suzuki TS185 or 
something, which is . . . absolutely 
lethal. But he hurtles across plowed 
fields, unafraid. He rides in his 
leather vest, shirt sleeves rolled up, 
with his house slippers! He's pleased 
because he says he can ride around 
his farm now without putting on 
special clothes! But that, if you like, 
is the spirit of motorcycling, too. I 
mean, I wouldn't do it... 

DB (WOODS): Have you had the 
chance to ride in the States at all? 
IAN: I did once in the desert, around 
Bakersfield. I went up to find 
Captain Beefheart's Magic Band, the 
band was supposedly living around 
there. So I went on my Rickman Six 
Days. I even got chased off a 
mountain. This guy came 
after me in a jeep. I was riding in 
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deep snow, at the top of this 
mountain with a narrow winding 
trail going up. All of a sudden this 
jeep came up and stopped, there 
was nowhere he could go on top, 
and this person got out, with a 
cowboy hat on, and did the John 
Wayne walk carrying a Winchester 
repeater, a sort of cheapo tommy- 
gun, and went crazy, saying, “Get off 
this land, you motorcycle hippies" or 
something like that. I went down the 
hill wondering how he would get 
back, because there was no place to 
turn around at the top. It was a long 
way to reverse down! I waited an 
hour at the bottom and he never did 
come. He may still be up there, you 
know, lost in a fit of redneck 
aggression. 

DB (WOODS) Lets get back to 
what you were saying about 
formulas, production classes for 
bikes. 

IAN: Well, out of necessity, I can see 
that kind of thing being good. Like 
the average kid with his Yamaha 
trailbike, that he's allowed to make 
certain modifications to, and then 
race for fun . . . At which point it 
could be a $700 sport again. People 
could have fun and be introduced to 
it, and still be competitive. It would 
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have all of that old haphazard glory. 


It wouldn’t interfere with the more LET'S FACE IT Hallman MX visors, goggles and rock guards are a winning 
serious levels, you see, but would combination. Visors are made of the highest quality impact plastic. 5 colors 
make it approachable on the level of available. Goggles combine features most expensive—yet are within the average 


you and your bike and however budget. Extra lenses and tear-off kits. Hallman rock guards are unique—made of 
virtually impenetrable transparent plastic—snap right on to goggles. Afford excel- 
lent protection. 1976 catalog $1.00. Dealers request on letterhead. 


many tools you can stick in your 
pocket. 

DB (ONE OF US): Yeah, I think a 

lot of people would doit... * FI * 
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the Bike You Rode To The Event” 
thing on before the experts’ class, in 
a trials or something, it would be a 
lot of fun. If I were a dealer I'd try to 
organize that, give free entries for 
every trailbike I sold. They'd all the 
sooner be coming back for spares, at 
least turn blinkers and things. It 
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would be fine. Really loose and fun. 
Perhaps a sort of combination of 
trials and motocross. Racing against i 
each other over trials-type terrain, ER AR 
would be suited to a modified 
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where it should be? 
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IAN: Yes, like the old competition 
bikes. It was all rough and ready 
type of stuff. They rode grossly 
unsuitable bikes, compared to 
today. I'm seriously considering 
getting an old Ariel or something, 
just to ride for fun. The competition 
bikes are better than I am, the ones 
that I have. 

DB (WOODS): We have in road 
racing here a Vintage Thumper 
class, bring out the old Gold Stars 
and stuff. 

IAN: Thats a sort of looking 
backwards thing, appeals just to the 
enthusiast. It's not really applicable 


TH 


UPPER 
HALF 


to everyone. That sort of feeling can 
only be reached with modified 
trailbikes, now, they're all there is. 
DB (WEED): What are the chances 
of a rebirth in the British motorcycle 
industry? 

IAN: Shaky. Nobody can get started 
without snagging one of those big 
political contracts, supplying bikes 
to the army or police or something, 
to get started. Most of those 
contracts go to Japanese companies 
now. 

DB (WOODS): Didn't Rickman sell 
bikes to the police for a while? 


IAN: Yes; they made a bike 


PRINTED JERSEYS 


Children's sizes only 1 


wen” Super Denims 


m 


Children's Sizes: 
22-24-26-28 


Adult Sizes: 
28 through 40 


Plain Stripe 


$19.99 


Bike Names 


Kawasaki | 


y 


CYCLE JERSEYS 


Vinyl — 


Plain or 
Cycle 
Name 


Any Cycle Name 
(Team Colors Only) 


ship. Canadian and all foreign orders add $2.00. GA res. add 396 sales tax. 
Ship to 

(Address = exu City: 

State cnc 2s TAL Zip 


TH UPPER 


P.O. Box 681 
Norcross, GA 30091 
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Crossbar Pads 


- PENTON 


Black only 


Orders under $15.00 add $1.00 shipping. On orders of $15.00 or more, we pay 
shipping. Cash or M.O. for prompt delivery. Checks require 2 weeks min. to 


es 


j WALL SWITCHPLATES 
MAICO 


S9 (y C9 £CIS GER 


$2.99 


Yamaha 
Kawasaki 
Suzuki 
Honda 


CYCLE BELTS 
Sizes: 28 to 40 


$4.89 


Honda, Suzuki, Kaw, Yamaha, Harley, BM'W 


Give Your Hand A Break!!! 


E = CRUISER 
| F CONTROL 


| 
| NEW?! 


| $19.95 


Easy Installation 
> with Only a 
| A s Screwdriver 


especially for the police... 

DB (WOODS): A Bonneville engine? 
IAN: No, it was the two-stroke. It 
was a sort of small-bore country 
policeman's bike. All painted white 
and everything. Like my SD125, 
which I bought over here for about 
$699 or something. Good engine on 
that, one could do a lot with it... 
DB (WOODS): A poor pipe, though 


IAN: Poor lots of things, but it was 
really a good bike, infinitely better 
than the average street/trail bike. 


"The bikes are better than | 
am, the ones I have...” 


DR OS EE EA 
And a value, too, for what they are 
selling for. 

DB (WEED): They’re probably 
losing money on every one. 

IAN: Now, that was good fiberglass, 
high-quality stuff, as compared to, 
well, to my Ossas. The first time I 
fell off my Phantom I smashed both 
front and rear fenders. Just broke 
like straw . . . ridiculous! But when I 
was at the factory recently, the first 
thing I saw, when I went in, was a 
stack of new nylon fenders, front 
and rear, and I said to the guy, 
“Hey, hey, you've finally done it!” 
And he nodded, and I said, “You’ve 
been reading those American 
motorcycle magazines, haven’t 
you?” And he said, sort of sadly, 
“Yes, yes...” 

DB (WHOEVER): It’s nice to know 
you're needed... 

IAN: Yes, isn’t it. o 
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/ALPERPA? SHERPIN/A? 


BULTACO 350 ALPINA 


It’s sunrise and we're here on the 
slopes outside Barcelona, Spain, 
once again, watching a familiar 
figure take out the goats. As we've 
said before, the Spanish Alps are 
noted for their ruggedness. Let's say 
hello to our old friend. Say, Cy. Hi. 
Remember us? 

Si. 

So, good to see you. 

Si, me too, to see you. 

For you out there who weren't 


with us last year, this is our old 
buddy, Cy, the world-famous 
Alpine goatherd. We see you have a 
new Alpina, Cy. 

Sue II. 

Sue, tooP 

Si, Sue II. 

Oh, I see. Sue II is your new cycle. 

Si, my Sue II. She super on slopes. 

I see your new super sloper, Sue 
II, Cy. (Sigh!) 

Si, me Cy. 


Left-side shifting can be switched. 
Alpina engine is unchanged except for 
minor reliability changes. New Alpina 
has 28mm Bing with choke lever. Last 
year’s had 27 Amal. Pegs are 
super-strong, give good grip. 


BULTACO 350 ALPINA 


: bh. SY 
Light hubs, with chrome brake liner. 
Notice similarity to '75 Pursang. Buddy 
pegs added for Alpina. Betor shocks 
have heavier springs than Sherpa (about 
55-75 progressive to the T's 
55-pounders), adjustable air reservoir. 
Same spark arrestor as T, still not 
stamped USFS-approved, although 
there are numbers on them. It's a very 
quiet bike. 


Cases are polished aluminum. Boot 
doesn't slip off brake pedal, it doesn't 
tuck in so snugly with right side setup. 
Gobs of ground clearance, one full foot. 
Skid plates are available for rock 
hounds. Glass tank holds 2.3 gallons, .7 
more than the Sherpa. Exhaust system 
is identical to Sherpa. 


No, Cy. (Sigh.) Your cycle's a sigh 
maker. 

Si, Cy's cycle is a super sight. 

Susu, your sister Susu. Could we 
see Susu sit on your cycle, Cy? 

Si. Susu. 

(Sigh.) Cy's cycle, Sue II, sure is a 
sight for the eyes at sunrise with Cy's 
sister Susu. Susu too likes Sue II. See 
Susu sigh, Cy, on Sue II. 

Si. 

Anything else you'd like to say, 
Cy? 

Oh? 

Say! Can you... 

Si. 

By the dawn's early light. 


There's more than a new coat of 
paint for the new "7/6 Alpina. The 
trailized trialer has been de-trailized 
some in favor of more trialization. 
Run that one by again? When the 
first Alpina was introduced to the 
States in the early ‘70s it was 
basically a Sherpa T trials bike with 
Matador enduro gearbox and a 
larger tank and seat. The bike was 
continually refined for trail usage. 
In 1974 the fork crown was modified 
to increase trail. Last year the 
wheelbase was lengthened by 
adding an inch to the swingarm 
behind the shock mount. These 
changes made the bike more stable 
at higher speeds and not quite so 
quick handling as a pure section 
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Front end matches T except for Unlike T, zoot plastic gas cap is 


knobbies and heavier fork springs. Six internally vented, eliminating breather 
sheetmetal screws secure tire. Use hose. Steel bars have cross-brace, are 
18-inch/18-pound springs for stiffer wider and bent differently. Speedo 
suspension. needle bounces over 15-mile range 


during bumpy ride. Fenders are 

chromed steel. The 250 T frame used for 
the new Alpina is shorter than the 350 T. 
Mild steel is used for the Alpina version. 
Note the handlebars are mounted above 


- the steering stem to slow the steering 

BULTACO some. Bars on the 350 T are mounted 
behind the stem. The bike comes with 

lights. Front fender is high-mounted. 

350 ALPINA Fork stops prevent radical T full-lock 

turning radius. 
- -— - r= a ae E y xc €. E 
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Sealed glass air box is high breather, 
similar to T box. 


machine. Never a speedster, the bike 
was neat for forages in the forests, 
wiggling through the woods and 
surviving in swamps. Three straight 
wet and woodsy New England 
enduro championships were won on 
Alpinas from 1972 to 1974. 


ERPING THE ALP FOR 76 

Basically what they did was slip 
the Alpina engine into a standard 
steel version of the 250 Sherpa T- 
trials frame. Last years Alp had a 
97mm (tickler) Amal; the new one 
has a 28mm (choke) Bing. The same 
mixer is found on the '76 350 T. The 
exhaust system also comes from the 
new Sherpa. 

The 250 T frame means approx- 
imately an inch shorter wheelbase, 
an inch more ground clearance and 
a smaller percentage of weight on 
the front end. The new bike, at 224 
ready for gas, is about seven pounds 
heavier than last year's. Much of the 


increase can be explained by the 


switch from a chrome moly to a 
standard steel frame, a move made 
to keep the price down. The 
tank/seat combination is gone. Gas 
capacity has been reduced from 2.9 
to 2.3 gallons, which is still plenty of 
miles in Alpine country. The air box 
is similar to the new Sherpa setup. 
Another way of looking at the new 
Alp: Imagine they took a new 250 
Sherpa T made with a mild steel 
frame. Then they added on 
knobbies, wider trail bars, stiffer 
forks, stiffer air (adjustable) reser- 
voir Betor shocks, a high front 
fender, different tank and seat, an 
enduro speedo, buddy pegs, a 
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Amply padded seat has Bultaco 
embossed into the covering. Passenger 
rail is handy for hoisting the bike 
around. Tool kit mounted behind shock 
requires coin or screwdriver to open it. 
Bultaco tool belt comes with the bike. 
Empty battery box under left side panel 
can also be used for tools — or for a 
battery in states requiring one for 
street-legal lighting. Not shown in 
photo is super-durable/efficient chain 
tensioner. 


passenger grab rail and the Alpina 
engine, which is basically a Sherpa 
plant with a wide-ratio gearbox and 
different piston. That’s the new, 
more trialized Alpina. 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN, 
SAID THE JOKER 
TO THE QUEEN 
The same grunt engine, about 
18-19 horsepower of pure traction at 
the rear wheel, in a frame that lets it 
turn tighter, maneuver more adroit- 
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ly and bound over higher obstacles. 
Riders should definitely prefer the 
new bike for tackling trials-like 
terrain. But the Alpina isn't a trials 
bike, although it would be quite 
satisfactory for the trailbike or 
beginners classes. Its reall a 
trailbike, one that can handle the 
plonker terrain with great dexterity. 
Suspension is not much stiffer than 
that on the Sherpa. 

What about the enduro riders? 
The guys who like to gas it will 
notice the shorter wheelbase. The 
bike shakes its head sooner than the 
old Alpina. But gassin' it isn’t what 
Alpinas are built for. The less frantic 
forest foragers will dig how it 
tractors through the slow twisty 
stuff, with the same so-fine traction 
produced by the tampered-with 
trials powerplant. Putt up that 
greasy hill that Joe Mototrailer just 
tried. Wave as you pass him 
paddling to a bogging halt. Amaze 
him in the switchbacks. Launch 
yourself over that big log, the one 
that leaves him looking like a teeter 
totter. Lead him down a narrow 
gulley, make a U-turn up the side 
and glance back over your shoulder, 
wave again and tell him you'll wait 
while he backs his way out. Do a few 
trials tricks to stupefy your buddies 
on their stripped  street/trailers. 
Creep through that rocky creek 
without getting your feet wet. 

You can learn to live with the 
skittery front end feel at speed, it's 
just the natural way of things with a 
short-wheelbase bike. Speed on an 
Alpina is just a way to get to the 
good riding areas quicker. 


BULTACO 350 ALPINA 


Price (retail, approx.)............ $1395 
Engine Type: Single-cylinder, two-stroke 
Displacement 
Bore & Stroke 
Compression Ratio .............. 8.5:1 
Carburetion 28mm Bing (84) 
Wet, multiple plate 
Primary Drive . .2.37:1, double row chain 
Transmission Ratios: 
1) 3.47:1 
2) 2.26:1 
3) 1.60:1 
4) 1.22:1 
5) 1.00:1 
Final Drive ....5.20 Joresa chain, 3.23:1 
13-tooth countershaft 
42-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration Oiled foam 
Electrical System: Femsa flywheel 
magneto (points) 
Lubrication Pre-mix, Bel-Ray 50:1 
Recommended Fuel Premium 
Fuel Capacity..... 8.5 liters (2% gallons) 
Mild steel 
Suspension: 
16.5cm travel (6.5-inch) Betor 
8.9 cm travel (3.5-inch); 13-inch air 
adjustable Betor 
Wheels & Spokes: 
Akront shoulderless, 6 screws — no 
rimlocks 
Tires: 
3.00 x 21 Pirelli MX 
4.00 x 18 Pirelli MX 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase 130.2cm (51 % inches) 
Swingarm length 41.6cm (16-3/8 inches) 
Ground clearance. . . .30.5cm (12 inches) 
Bars, height 110.5cm (43 % inches) 
87.6cm (34 % inches) 
37.5cm (14% inches) 
43.8cm (17 % inches) 
84.5cm (33 % inches) 
16% degrees 


Seat Height 
Measured fork angle 
Weight: 
104.8 kg (231 pounds) actual, weighed 
with one gallon of gas; 44.4% on front 
wheel, 55.6% on rear wheel 


Cable-operated 140 x 30mm 
Rod-operated 140 x 30mm 
Instruments: 
Speedometer/odometer (Veglia- 
Bressel) 
Lights 
Silencer 
Spark Arrestor: Yes, not USFS-approved 
Primary Kick 
Warranty: 
60 days, parts and labor, unconditional 
Parts Prices: 
Piston Assembly 


Cylinder Liner 
Shift Lever 
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Free Giveaway! 


RIDE WITH 


WHITE LIGHTHING 


20" Chromemoly Frame 
4 Ibs. 4 oz. 


20” Mild Steel Frame 
6 Ibs. 4 oz. 


"Chromemoly Frame 
3 Ibs. 4 oz. 


... and don't just follow the pack. 


WHITE LIGHTNINGS have been used on tracks from coast to 
coast, by all America's top.riders. 


Each WHITE LIGHTNING frame is inspected before leaving 
the factory. We want to make sure that the quality is in before the 
frame goes out! 


Now featuring our NEW 16" CHROMEMOLY POLISHED 
FRAME, all heliarc welded by certified welders. 


Catch — and ride a WHITE LIGHTNING today — For the ride 
of your life. 
DEALERS: 

Call me — Rick Ankrom. I’m owner of WHITE LIGHTNING, 
and I'll gladly quote Dealer prices. My number is: (213) 765-7425. 


Side:Hack- «5.9. oz $ 99.50 Mild steel 

EID SML UM bos 20" 6 lbs.4.0z.. ais. $36.95 
DUE SpA VASE 5 Complete 20" frame . . .$134.95 
16" 3 lbs. 40z.|...... $ 69.95 and more items soon! 


YOU COULD WIN... 


1st Prize — New White Lightning Side 

Hack 

2nd Prize — New White Lightning 
Chromemoly Frame 

2 — 3rd Prizes New Mild Steel Frame 

2 — 4th Prizes 16” Frame oO 


No purchases are necessary to win. 
Entries must be postmarked by 
November 1st, 1976. Drawing will be | 


ENTRY BLANK 


C Please enter me in your “White 
Lightning Free Giveaway." | am 
interested in your products and 

| am enclosing two dollars for your 
New Bicentennial Catalog and 
complete sticker kit. 


| am interested in your products, 
but do not want a catalog right 
now. Please still enter me in your 
“White Lightning Free Giveaway”’ 


à contest. 
held on November 5th, 1976. Mail 
entires to: , 
| Name 
Address 


WHITE LIGHTNING Free Giveaway 
7043 Vineland Ave., No. Hollywood, City 
California 91605 


State 


| Phones Saas Sue. Seip 
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Here are some of the comments 
from riders who had also ridden last 
year's model: 

It felt like a trials bike; the 
suspension bottomed at anything 
over 20 mph. 

You can have a lot of fun plonking 
around on it. 

You could ride last year’s like it 
was a motorcycle, go run around on 
the motocross track if you wanted 
to, or gas it. The new one feels just 
like a trials bike, pure and simple. 

The new one shakes its head more 
on a fireroad than my 350 Sherpa. 

Its better than last year's for 
putting around and pretending 
you're a trials rider. 

This year's is better for the guy 
who wants to go out and ride a 
beginners trial. 

It’s a gas for messing around in the 
woods: light, torquey, turns on a 
dime. 

It's a good bike, great for what it's 
designed to do. 

If you don't go more than 25 mph 
it's a great bike. Any faster, and you 
need stiffer suspension. 


HEADS OR TRAILS 

The new Alpina is a better slow 
performer this year, it requires a bit 
more concentration to go fast on it. 
The suspension is good for slower, 
pseudo-trials-type riding, too soft for 
harder running. That's why people 
make springs in more colors than 
basic black. The engine is delightful, 
the brakes responsive to trail usage 
and it's super-light for a 350 trailer. 
It's an excellent choice for the rider 
who really doesn't feel up to the 
demands of observed feet-upping, 
but still likes to Walter Mitty 'midst 
the rocks, mud, trees, off-cambers, 
slopes and creek beds of America, 
dreaming dreams of the Scottish. Or 
for those who just dig trail riding 
rather than off-course motoing on a 
stripped street bike. And don't forget 
the 60-day unconditional warranty 
on parts and labor. Some will 
question the sacrificing of a bit of 
stability at speed to improve the 
slow-speed handling of a bike that 
was already outstanding compared 
to other available trailbikes. So it 
goes. 

Let's hedge here and say that the 
Alpina is still our favorite tight trail, 
sloppy enduro among the produc- 
tion trailbikes we've tested. Sorry, 
but we can't be more specific than 


that. It's an election year, you know. & 
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SIXTEEN DAY WRAP-UP 


The inaugural national cham- 
pionship Two Day Qualifier series 
crowned six AMA national cham- 
pions. The eight events used for 
qualifying riders for ISDT com- 
petition saw national enduro cham- 
pion Dick Burleson top the Open 
class, recording three wins along 
the way. The other five champions 
were all Penton teamsters: 100-Ted 
Leimbach, 125-Dane Leimbach, 
175-Tom Penton, 250-Jack Penton 
and 350-Carl Cranke. Cranke was 
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het Heyberger photo) 


NATIONAL 


TWO 


DAYS 


King Richard and 
the Penton Gang 


by Len Weed 
photos by Brian Palormo 
(mostly) 


the most successful within any given 
class, taking five wins and then 
skipping Bad Rock to ride the Baja 
500. Dane Leimbach and Tom and 
Jack Penton also registered perfect 
scores of 80 points with four class 
wins apiece. Three other riders came 
up with two class wins: Bill Uhl 
(Hercules), and Kevin LaVoie and 
Frank Gallo (Penton). 


no official 


Although there is 
winner for any given Two Day, the 
rider with the lowest score among 


the six class winners is still 
unofficially recognized. Dick Burle- 
son and Jack Penton won two 
“overalls.” Other “winners” were 
Tom Penton, Cordis Brooks, Carl 
Cranke and Jim Hollander. 

Of the 43 class wins in the eight 
events, 27 were earned by Penton 
riders. Husqvarna and Hercules had 
four each, Bultaco and Rokon three 
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me 


Bob Dugan really jetted out of this 
special test corner in Alabama. 


Jim Hollander was runner-up to Cranke 
in 350 class. 


Kevin LaVoie won his class twice, 
finished behind Burleson. 


d 
Carl Cranke 


each and Yamaha and Ossa one 
each. The eight "overall" winners 
break down to: Penton — four, 
Husqvarna — two, Bultaco — one 
and Rokon — one. 

The series spanned a three and a 
half month time period, kicking off 
in New Jersey February 28th and 
ending in Oregon on June 13th. A 
riders best four performances were 
used in determining the national 
championship score. Points were 
awarded to the first 14 finishers in 
each class using a 20-16-13-11-10... 
l scoring system. Six entries were 
required for each class; the 100 class 
failed to come up with the 
requirement on five occasions. 
Requirements for a Gold Medal 
were liberalized this year. Gold 
medalists had to finish within 25 
percent of the class winner’s score. 
Fifteen percent was used last year. 
Silver Medalists had to achieve a 
score no more than 65 percent larger 
than the class winner. Bronze 
Medals went to any other riders who 
finished. Riders were disqualified if 
they were more than one hour 
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behind the time schedule at any 
check. 

Three hundred was the suggested 
rider limit, most events drew about 
250 riders. Statistics suggest it was 
"easier" to win a Gold Medal than a 
Silver or Bronze. In Texas 208 riders 
earned 81 Gold, 22 Silver and 36 
Bronze. The breakdown for Califor- 
nia: 246 (72-21-30) and Alabama: 
244 (74-18-46). In Michigan the 
medals were 56-30-19. 

American Two Day competition 
suffered its first fatality with the 
death of Larry Felix at the 
Washington event. Felix, who had 
been running the right way on the 
loop, had mistakenly turned around, 
suspecting that he had missed a turn. 
Evidently an absence of arrows 
caused several riders to erroneously 
reverse their field. Felix came 
around a corner at speed and 
crashed with Yamaha factory rider 
Dave Ashley. 

The Michigan trial saw a lady 
rider, Kathi Campbell, as a member 
of the winning club team. Then 
there was the Texas trial, that almost 


wasn't. In fact, it wasn't and then it 
was. Canceled six weeks prior to its 
scheduled date because of budget 
problems, an understanding gen- 
eral's backing of the Fort Hood Dirt 
Riders Club permitted the event to 
be reactivated with just three weeks 
for preparation. 

Yamaha, who backed Chris 
Carter in “75, came back with a 
factory team this year on IT400s. 
Two-time Grand National Class C 
champion Dick Mann was aboard a 
Yamaha TT500. Carter finished 
fifth in the Open standings, 
teammate John  Fero grabbed 
fourth. 

1975 Ossa team rider Kevin 
LaVoie made the switch to Penton 
after Ossa announced they were 
pulling out for the '76 campaign. 
Ossa later. changed their mind. 
LaVoie won two Open class events, 
placed second to Burleson for the 
series. 

Bultaco fielded a team of Mike 
Hannon, Ben Bower (who switched 
from Husqvarna) and Charlie 
Bethards. Hannon won the 250 class 
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Daytona, San Jose or a dirt field in 
Alabama, Dick Mann just keeps on 
gassin' it. 


Former national enduro champion Ron 
Bohn. (Rik Paul photo) 


SENS ` 


Pure joy in the Jersey pines. Anything's better than Camden. (Rik Paul photo) 
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in California City and finished 
runner-up to Jack Penton for the 
series. Bethards tied for fifth in the 
350 standings. 

While Honda did not field an 
official team they did support 
several riders for some of the events. 
One of them, Rick Munyon, finished 
fifth in the 125 standings. 

Fellows like Burleson and Mal- 
colm Smith carried the colors for 
Husqvarna, who had dropped Two 
Day support in 1975. 

Billy Uhl headed a new manufac- 
turer entry by Hercules. Uhl, 
switching from Can-Am, wound up 
second 175 for the series while Mike 
Rosso and Mike Deyo took third and 
fourth in the 125 class. 

Rokon team riders would have 
swept the top three places in the 350 
class — only there was this hippie 
from Placerville named Cranke in 
the way. So Gary Edmond, Jim 
Hollander and Jim Simmons settled 
for a tie for second and fourth. And 
Ron Bishop added a tie for fifth too. 
Simmons gave Rokon a class win in 
New Jersey while Hollander won 
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overall in Michigan. 

Al Eames, AMA Competition 
Development Manager, once again 
coordinated the series. He's in- 
terested in striking a happy balance 
between qualifying the nation's top 
ISDT riders without discouraging 
participation by good local riders 
and potential Six-Dayers. 

Eames mentioned that his feed- 
back from the Six Days riders was 
that the route timing was a little too 
slow, Gold Medals too easy to come 
by, the special tests were not 
developed as well as they could be 
and the timing continuity between 
checks was not consistent. Without 
consistent timing a rider cannot 
anticipate the speed needed to the 
next check based on the speed he 
rode to the previous check. Eames 
suggested that the best way to get 
this consistency from check to check 
is to have one rider, who doesn't 
have to be an ace, ride the known 
loop at his steady Two Day pace. 
Then his time should be altered with 
a consistent "fudge" factor to equate 
it to a Six Day pace. 


Eames anticipates that the Gold 
Medal requirement will go back to 
15 percent next year, but that alone 
won't eliminate the "cheap" Golds. 
Top riders feel that the special tests 
have not been developed enough. 
They should be designed first thing, 
rather than tacked on the loop. Not 
too fast, not too tight, they should 
have a length of about four to five 
miles, or longer if they aren't too 
demanding. Eames felt Michigan 
offered the best special tests — four 
to five miles of tight woods to test the 
handling capabilities of bike and 
rider. Two a day would be sufficient 
if they're laid out right. 

The mileage between some of the 
checks this year ranged in the 25-30- 
mile vicinity. The Six Dayers and 
Eames would prefer an upper limit 
of about 18 miles with some checks 
no more than eight to ten miles 
apart. This helps eliminate long 
waits at checks for the top riders. 

One thing Eames will be looking 
into for next year is getting the Six 
Days/Two Days rules included in 
the basic AMA rulebook. It's a new 
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February 28-29 Forked River, New Jersey 
(East Coast Enduro Association) 
Overall: Tom Penton (Pen) 


March 13-14 Fort Hood, Texas 
(Fort Hood Dirt Riders) 


Glenn Allison 


Bob Evans 
(Pen) 


Dane Leimbach 


Overall: Dick Burleson (Hus) (Pen) (Pen) 


Start-208, Finish-139 81G-22S-36B 


March 27-28 California City, California 
(Sunland Shamrocks MC) 
Overall: Cordis Brooks (Bul) 
Start-246, Finish-123 72G-21S-30B 


April 10-11 Pell City, Alabama 
(2-Days in Alabama Committee) 


Ted Leimbach 


Bill Eisele 
(Yam) 


Dane Leimbach 


Overall: Dick Burleson (Hus) (Pen) (Pen) 


Start-244 Finish-138 74G-18S-46B 


May 15-16 Olympia, Washington 
(Seafair City MC) 
Overall: Carl Cranke (Pen) 


May 22-23 Rose City, Michigan 
(Bent Wheels MC) 
Overall: Jim Hollander (Rok) 
56G-30S-19B 


June 5-6 McMinnville, Oregon (Trask) 
(McMinnville Chamber of Commerce) 
Overall: Jack Penton (Pen) t 


June 12-13 Weston, Oregon (Bad Rock) 
(Bad Rock MC) 
Overall: Jack Penton (Pen) 


sport, still not without growing 
pains, but progress is being made. 
Interest and participation are 
definitely growing, and six outstand- 
ing riders receive some deserved 
acclaim. Enduro clubs across the 
nation should be encouraged to try a 
Two Day or a One Day with Two 
Day rules. Think of it — no hassles 
over clocks, speedometers and 
protested checks. 

How is the Six Days team picked? 
By the AMA and the participating 
manufacturers. Ultimately the de- 
cision rests with Eames. Any rider 
who finishes three events is eligible. 
The basis of rider selection includes: 
success in individual events, what 
kind of support the rider has to get 
him to the Six Days, the extent of Six 
Day experience, and subjective staff 
judgment. 

The 51st International Six Days 
trial will be held at Zeltwep, 
Austria, beginning September 20. 
For the first time in several years the 
Trophy Team will not be a 
Penton-backed entry. Penton is 
providing the four-man Vase team 
and at least two manufacturer 
teams. At press time the six-man 
Trophy team had not yet been 
selected, but it was certain it would 
not be backed by a single manufac- 
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Ted Leimbach 


Phil Smith 
(Hus) 


Don Cichochi 
(Pen) 


Dane Leimbach 
(Pen) 


Dane Leimbach 
(Pen) 


Tom Penton 
(Pen) 


Drew Smith 
(Her) 


Bill Uhl 
(Her) 


Tom Penton 
(Pen) 


Tom Penton 
(Pen) 


Tom Penton 
(Pen) 


Bill Uhl 
(Her) 


Drew Smith 
(Her) 


Jack Penton 
(Pen) 


Mike Hannon 
(Bul) 


Jack Penton 
(Pen) 


Dan Brown 
(Bul) 


David Hulse 
(Ossa) 


Jack Penton 
(Pen) 


Jack Penton 
(Pen) 


Jim Simmons 
(Rok) 


Carl Cranke 
(Pen) 


Carl Cranke 
(Pen) 


Carl Cranke 
(Pen) 


Carl Cranke 
(Pen) 


Jim Hollander 
(Rok) 


Carl Cranke 
(Pen) 


Gary Edmond 
(Rok) 


Frank Gallo 
(Pen) 


Dick Burleson 
(Hus) 


Cordis Brooks 
(Bul) 


Dick Burleson 
(Hus) 


Kevin LaVoie 
(Pen) 


Dick Burleson 
(Hus) 


Kevin LaVoie 
(Pen) 


Frank Gallo 
(Pen) 


turer. Notable names missing from 
the 35-man team (already approved) 
are Dave Mungenast, who had 
competed in the last nine events, 
Charlie Vincent and Ed Schmidt 


1976 ISDT RIDERS 
DaveiAshleyv. UN) xis cscctoie e secre merat Yam 
Charles Bethards (WA) e kaarena i is hnn Bul 
BeniBower (CA) 4:24 aea aa Ea Ar eel saas 
Richard Burleson (TN) 
RodiBüshiWM) aa 全 
ChrisiGanter (CA) ae esse serine tese trot tae trance 
Don'CichochilNY)::7:: 939 9 tee pene fee E 
Carl'Granke (GA) Saat 2/25 52. zeige T aaraa E Oe 
Don Cutler (CT) ... 
Gary Edmond (CT). 
John'Eero (NB). xP aster e Stopes cetetets ced 
Frank Gallo (OE)... 2 een Samet nel rarae 
-BilliGeier (Ng) Secs sorte Tiv ose 
Jeff/GerbentO A i uec Ite PS in erar 
Miko Hannon (GA) . - em nne tre rentes 
Jeff Hill GA) 6. ede estos scott os ER 
Jim Holland Org GT) «eee: 3 sq edel serai ege cates nt 
Daveriulse (NN Seer eue rius EIE GIA us 
‘Lars Larson (CGA i onere tees rie equ 
Rom baMastus Nhs s. aes ee OO， 
Kevin LaVoie (RI) . . 
Earl Law (RI) ......... 
Dane Leimbach OR ira aaran eta teret ecl 
Ken Maahlis (ORIS. $e Eve teetee te 
Jack Penton (OH) 155 «nme Tnt e 
TamBenton Ok) 2. e Lari ar arp ur mone 
Mike Russo (PA) nuns tEYI EX 
Jim:Simmons (MO) se 
DOW SINISI e rania A a steaming 
Malcolm;Smit( 6A) «uz aT wee 
Larry Thompson (CA) 
Billi nil esse rrt Re somit ias et ES 
Dennis Vandecar (OH) 
Rick Weatherbee (SC) 5 
GaryiVounkins LOR s os «3.2 rites 


(who along with Mungenast, Mal- 
colm Smith and Dick Burleson on 
the Husky Vase team won the world 
title back in 1973). 


RESULTS 


100 CLASS 

. Ted Leimbach, OH 
. Tom Krehbiel, VA 

. Ken Harvey, CA 

. Glenn Allison, TX 

. James Mize, KY 


25 CLASS 

Dane Leimbach, OH 
. Dan Cichocki, NY 
Mike Rosso, PA 

. Mike Deyo, ID 

. Rick Munyon, CA 

. Phil Smith, NV 


175 CLASS 

1. Tom Penton, OH 
2. Bill Uhl, ID 

3. Drew Smith, NJ 

4. Jeff Gerber, OH 


AASwWNY=a IAWN 


5. Harry Heilemann, NY 


250 CLASS 

. Jack Penton, OH 
Mike Hannon, CA 

. Rod Bush, WV 

Rick Weatherbee, SC 
Dave Hulse, NY 


50 CLASS 

. Carl Cranke, CA 

Gary Edmond, CT 

. Jim Hollander, CT 

. Jim Simmons, MO 

. Charles Bethards, WA 
. Ron Bishop, CA 


PEN CLASS 

. Dick Burleson, TN 
. Kevin LaVoie, RI 

. Frank Gallo, OH 

. John Fero, NE 

. Chris Carter, CA 
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DIRT BIKE 


The running of the Hang Ten U.S. Grand Prix seen as a 
dramatic production with the working title of 


Story by Woods, photos by all of us. 


PROLOGUE 

Press passes have been known to 
be torn from clothes, shredded 
before one of the clutching hands 
could pull free in full possession. 
Pre-race parties have been crashed 
by people claiming to be everything 
from Mikkola’s mechanic to Wol- 
sink’s waterboy. No doubt about it, 
the USGP is the American motor- 
cycle event of the season. 

And why not? Carlsbad is a fine 
course, perhaps the most challenging 
our country has to offer. A fitting 
place for world-caliber competition, 
to be sure. Further, this event has 
provided some of the finest racing 
our continent has ever witnessed. 
Like Staten’s much-touted duel with 
DeCoster. Like Wolsink’s bone- 
jarring crash across the finish line to 
win. And always, present more at li 
Carlsbad than anywhere, is the  wolsink the winner faces a new foe, the barrage of reporters and cameras 
promise of American victory, the surrounding the finish line. 


| 
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whisper of hope that Tony or Brad 
or another of our boys will whup the 
furriners right here in front of Wide 
World of Sports and God. 

Everybody, but everybody, goes 
to the Hang Ten Grand Prix. 

Including, of course, us, your 
friendly DIRT BIKE staff. Banking 
down the Coast Highway, choking 
through the ill winds of Los Angeles, 
in whatever vehicles we could 
commandeer, we traced our lines, 
migration sure, to the Easy 8 Motel 
jn Carlsbad. 

Oh, Easy 8, home of the hollow 
air conditioner shells, place of the 
bathtub-sized pool, sight of the great 
Heyberger color television fix, what 
beery dreams played upon your 
muraled walls that night? 

Short ones, to be sure. At 
five-thirty in the morning our 
grumbling group arose, the better to 
give old “I keep my alarm clock in 
my head” Phillipson a quick lesson 
on the meaning of the big and little 
hands. Only. breakfast stood be- 
tween us and the race, an obstacle 
that could have been no more 
difficult than it was... 


INTRODUCTION 

'The GP had everything going for 
it, everything! Nearly fifty thousand 
fans, primed and ready to scream 
their lungs out, a well prepared if 
rough track, the best in the world, or 
some of them, and a bunch of 
heated-up, ready-for-blood Amer- 
ican spoilers. So what if the sun was 
blistering hot, if the crowds covered 
every inch of fence, making it 
difficult for the latecomers to see the 
track, this race, you see, even had a 
few sub-plots, personal dreams, 
thrown in for good measure! 

Consider Roger D. The man had, 
coming into Carlsbad, almost a 
stranglehold on the championship. 
He also, however, had a young wife, 
ten days overdue in delivering their 
child. He waited in the Southern 
California heat, a professional 
intending to do a job, with worry 
spider-walking on his race face. 

Think of Jim Weinert, out of the 
action with a broken knee, suddenly 
become a television announcer; 
could he help but feel that this 
chance had been stolen from him, 
that he, perhaps, could have been 


Roger was there... 


The Great American Hope? 

And Rex Staten, with his 
still-under-development Harley, 
pumped continually by questions 
and references to his performance of 
a year ago. Rex must have felt the 
pressure put on him first by the 
announcer, then by the crowd. The 
predictions for an American victory 
escalated. Thirty percent, then 50, 
then a 75-percent chance of an 
American victory were forecast! Rex 
listened and waited. Perhaps the 
least bit frenzied? Just a tad 
desperate? 

And with all of these hopes, and 
with Larry Huffman’s constant 
announcements that Pierre was 
pumped, that Brad really wanted 
this one, that Rex was hungry for the 
win, and with all of the crowd’s 
secret hopes or fears that Roger 


wouldn’t be beaten by anyone, what 
should happen but Gerrit Wolsink 
setting fast time. Two years in a row 
Gerrit had won Carlsbad. In 
practice he was so smooth that no 
one seemed to notice him. 

We, the DIRT BIKE crew, 
exchanged knowing glances while 
sampling the hospitality of the Bel 
Ray folks. Nothing could prevent 
this from being the race of the year, 
we thought. It couldn’t look better if 
it had a script. 


ACTI 

Everything waited. After our own 
Gunnar took a few laps with an ABC 
camera strapped to his helmet, after 
Kent Howerton had crashed and lost 
23 seconds to still reel in Kenny 
Zahrt and win the first 250cc 
Support moto, it was finally all 


.. and so was Pierre. 


ready to happen. 

The Wide World camera copter 
hovered, a dragonfly above a 
fisherman's bobber. Tense as hunt- 
ers, photographers clustered around 
the first corner. An engine fired, 
another, the noise built, in the old 
erratic pre-race scream song. 

And the gate fell. In a cloud of 
dust, figures emerging seen and half 
seen, a science fiction battle 
panorama, the pack broke through 
the first turn. Then some first lap 
confusion. Lackey was down. 
Semics and DiStefano too. They 
were up and running quickly, but 
many had passed them by. 

Excitement enough still, with 
Huffman's voice just another engine 
in a world of engines, Wolsink took 
the lead. Behind him came 
DeCoster, with Graham Noyce, the 


Bad Brad took second, a respectable showing. 
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But Gerritt, he gotit... 


DIRT BIKE 


English wonderkid, fast and eager in 
‘ third. 
Roger the Fox, we said to 
ourselves, he'll wait until the pace 
settles down, then pull one of his 
space-warp passes. 

But on the third lap a broken 
footpeg put the Fox out of the hunt. 

The crowd murmured a collec- 
tive, "Huh?" 

Gerrit Wolsink proceeded to put 
on a demonstration that too many 
missed. Never looking out of shape, 
never even looking particularly fast, 
resembling for all the world one of 
those battery-operated remote con- 
trol toys, he rounded and rounded 
the track. 

Easily, automatically. 

Forty-seven seconds separated 
him from Graham Noyce at the end 
of the moto. No one, but no one, was 


...coming... 
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Croft lost his spokes... 


even close to Noyce. 

Lackey made an inspired charge 
up to seventh. Fine riding, but we 
laughed at the play the announcer 
gave it. Seventh, what’s seventh, we 
said. We hadn’t yet grasped what 
kind of a day it would be. 

Mosier put on the big American 
show for third. Tony forced his 
ailing Suzuki around to finish. 
Wolsink was. drinking Gatorade 
before the rest of the pack got the 
checkered flag. 

No, wait a minute, thought we to 
ourselves, as Howerton dutifully fell 
again in the second moto, as if 
winning from behind was all he 
could do to get some competition. 
Wait a minute, we muttered, this 
isn’t what we expected at all. 

The nattering from the tower that 
everyone was wired for the second 


ES 


... and Graham Noyce broke. 


moto, that the whole crew of hope- 
fuls were going to go for it this time, 
rang a bit hollow. 

Blessing St. Bel Ray the provider, 
we filled our cups a few more times, 
and waited. 


ACT II 

Pierre the K., the loudspeaker 
told us, wanted this one bad. 

He got it. For almost a lap. 

Gerrit again. 

Pulling away. 

Karsmakers, bothered by shock 
problems, sped around in second, 
threatened by no one, never again 
threatening Wolsink. 

Third place held the surprise. 
Tommy Croft, Honda's "other" 
rider, pressed Adolf Weil, took him, 
and seemed there to stay. 

A front brake that repeatedly put 


YA , 


.. and going. 
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Aftermath... 


itself on sidelined DeCoster twice. 
Permanently the second time. 

And Lackey charged again. He 
passed Adolf, and began to move on 
Croft. 

Tommy rode his ass, and most of 
the spokes in his front wheel, off. As 
he fought the Honda, Brad passed 
him. On the last lap Ake Jonsson got 
by too. 

Wolsink was so far ahead it was 
easy to forget that he was in the 
race. 

Vic Allan, moving up on the big 
CCM, tried to pass Staten. The bikes 
tangled and both went down. The 
riders traded punches, wrestled a 
little. Rex remounted and finished 
the lap, to pull off and be whirly- 
birded away with an injury. Vic 
stood by his damaged thumper, 


kicking berm. 
Gerrit got the flag. It seemed 
almost an afterthought. 


CONCLUSION 

Wolsink won it. 

Already folks are calling the USGP 
a debacle. The race-that-could- 
have-been-of-the-year. | Somebody 
likened it to the Ali/Martial Arts 
Champ joke. 

No way. 

It was all there, straight in the 
path of chance. If motocross were 
like professional wrestling the GP 
would have been more dramatic on 
schedule. Racing isn’t like that. 
Carlsbad had everything it needed 
to be a wonderful race, but it didn’t 


have a script. 
Thank God. 


RESULTS 


500cc INTERNATIONAL CLASS 


SUPPORT 
CLASS FINAL 


Moto One Moto Two FINAL 


1) Wolsink Wolsink 
2) Noyce Karsmakers 


Mosier Lackey 
Stackable Jonsson 
Schmitz  . Croft 

Van Velthoven Weil 

Lackey DiStefano 
Allan Schmitz 

Croft Van Velthoven 
Jonsson Stackable 


Wolsink Howerton 
Lackey Elliot 
Schmitz Ogden 
Jonsson Lampe 
Croft Serranos 
Stackable Brand 
Van Velthoven Vidic 
Mosier Classon 
Weil Bell 

Clark 10) Jones 
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Enduro computers . . . sounds 
kinda cold, impersonal and some- 
what unfair. You know, guys with 
money buy an advantage. Or can 
they? Are enduro computers the 
coming thing? Will they turn your 
average enduro rider into a Dick 
(King Richard) Burleson? Let’s check 
out four checkpoint computers. 
Three of the four evaluated are 
similar (they employ mechanical 
digital readouts) while the fourth is 
state-of-the-art Liquid Crystal Dis- 
play (LCD). Do not confuse LCD 
with LED (Light Emitting Diode). 
LED only displays when a button is 
depressed and is hard to read in 
sunlight. LCD displays constantly 
and reads best in direct sunlight. 

The computers: the “Ride On 
Time” manufactured by Cycle Tech, 
the PEC I made by Mobile 
Engineering, the Hi-Point Enduro 
Clock from Vern Street Products and 
the Chrono-Computer by Digi- 
tronics. 

First, let’s explain how the units 
work and the advantages/disadvan- 
tages of enduro computers. Actually 
the term computer is stretching the 
point a bit. They should be called 
“pacers” since they function as 
electronic roll charts. Each calcu- 
lates and accumulates mileage for a 
particular mph average dialed into 
the unit by the rider. For example, a 
24 mph average computes out to 
.4-mile per minute. Each of the 
tested units computes that .4, adds it 
each minute and displays the 
accumulated mileage until the rider 
switches the average or turns the 
unit off. All the rider has to do is 
match his odometer readout to the 
computer readout and presto! He’s 


-right on time. Simple, what? Well... 


not really. 

A couple of things can happen 
that will screw things up. You say 
you're never late? Well, bypass. this 
article, sucker, 'cause it ain't for you. 
For the rest of us, it works like this. 
Lets assume you're riding the 
famous Ball Buster Enduro and the 
average is 24 mph with a speed 
change scheduled at 24 miles into 
the enduro. The new speed will be 
20 mph. The Ball Buster Enduro 
is living up to its name and you are 
running three minutes late. As soon 
as the computer readout displays 
24.0 miles, you have to stop and 
switch the mileage indicator switch- 
es to the new speed of 20 mph. You 
then continue on. If you don't make 
the switch when the computer 
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ENDURO CALCULATOR 
COMPUTE - OUT 


indicates the speed change mileage, 
you will arrive at the speed change 
three minutes late while the 
computer has merrily computed the 
three minutes at 24 mph and now 
reads 25.2 miles. Bad, bad news. 
Consider the many mental gyrations 
it will take to get straightened out. 
Each computer manual devotes a 
couple of pages to it. It is 
complicated and defeats the whole 
purpose of using one of the gadgets 
in the first place. 

Only one of the evaluated 
computers attempts to solve the 
problem. The Mobile Engineering 
unit was designed primarily for 
District 36 enduros in Northern 
California which do not publish 
schedules for their riders. At a D-36 
enduro you pull up to the starting 
line and read the average off of the 
sign. You ride the course at that 
average until you come upon a speed 
change sign. You are in deep trouble 
if you overlook a sign along the way. 
Here's how the Mobile Engineering 
unit works. You pull into that 24.0 
mile speed change three minutes late 
as before. No sweat, just zero the 
odometer and computer (via an 
instant reset button), dial the late 
minute setting to three, dial in the 
new 20 mph average, turn the main 
switch to the "SET" position and the 
computer will calculate the mileage 
you should be at and display it. In 
this example 1.0 miles will display. 
Turn the main switch to “RUN” and 
go. All this sounds a bit complicated, 
but it only takes a few seconds. 
What if you're not exactly late on the 
even minute, for example 2% 
minutes late instead of three. You 
have to dial in either two or three 
minutes and remember you are off a 


by Larry Langley 


little. 

The computers are much more 
effective for enduros with no (or 
minimal) speed changes. The Mobile 
Engineering unit works especially 
well with no posted schedules. A 
computer on this years 500 mile 
Greenhorn Enduro would have been 
frustrating — it had over 60 speed 
changes. 

In evaluating the units we 
considered accuracy, ease of opera- 
tion, readability, mounting, water 
and dust resistance and anything else 
we could think of to add to the 
evaluation. No one unit stood out 
significantly ahead of the others. 
And strangely, the winner (by a 
narrow margin) went out of 
production during our evaluation. 
The Cycle Tech “Ride On Time” 
enduro computer was adjudged best 
by our panel of enduro experts (one 
of whom is a bona fide electrical 
engineer). Tied for second were the 
Mobile Engineering computer and 
the LCD  Digitronies Chrono- 
Computer. The cellar dweller was 
the Hi-Point Enduro Computer, for 
reasons we'll explain. 

The Cycle Tech unit was 
developed by.an active enduro rider 
named Charlie Bishop. The design 
showed a working knowledge of 
enduro “proofing.” Everything on 
the computer was designed to 
overcome the beating of being 
mounted on a vibrating, thrashing 
motorcycle. Both the Cycle Tech 
and Mobile units scored perfectly on 
the accuracy test, with the 
Hi-Point coming in third and the 
Digitronics LCD computer ending 
up fourth, much to our surprise. We 
had expected it to do extremely well 
until our electronics genius delved 
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into the workings and discovered the 
time source was the only one of the 
bunch that wasn’t a quartz crystal 
(the most practical and accurate 
method). The accuracy test was 
simple, just turn the units to 30 mph 
and run them for exactly one hour. 
Each unit should read 30.0 miles at 
the end of the hour. The chart shows 
the results. 

The Mobile Engineering com- 
puter makes up for bulk with 
accuracy and dependability. One 
reason for its size is the enclosure of 
the internal components with a 
“potting” compound which seals out 
water and dust. If something ever 
goes wrong, you have to replace the 
internals, you can’t fix them. So a 
trade-off occurs. The Mobile En- 
gineering unit also had the smallest 
readout, but this could be overcome 
with a magnifier such as those used 
on the Cycle Tech units. 

The Digitronics computer uses a 
knob to set the mph average settings. 
And while the average may read 
out, say 24 mph, there is no practical 
way to insure that the unit is set 
exactly at 24 mph. It may be 
computing at 24.9. This will affect 
the accuracy to a small degree. 
Computer is its huge (in comparison 
to the others) half-inch readout. This 
readout can be read from over 30 
feet away. It works best in direct 
sunlight. There are no moving parts 
to wear out (a big difference over 
the mechanical digital readouts of 
the others). Vibration and dust/mud 
can affect the internals though, and 
the unit needs more development 
work in this area. The mileage knob 
is also vulnerable to the rider hitting 
it accidentally and altering the 
setting. 


Category 


Mobile 
Engineering Cycle Tech Digitronics Hi-Point 


1-3/16" x 5%" a’ x3%" 
x3" x2-3/16" 


Accuracy 
(1 hour 
at 30 mph) 


Size 
Length/width/ 
height 


Mechanical 
Digital 


Liquid Crystal 
Display 


Mechanical 
Digital 


Mechanical 
Digital 


" j %"’ Magnified nd (2d 
hundredths hundredths hundredths 
two 9V, 6 mo. or four AA 

Battery type/ P F ; one 9V, one 9V, 

A ten 100-mile penlite, h 24 hours 
Advertised life Gades 500 miles 25 hours 

6-36 std. 
6-60 optional 
two small 
two knobs one knob thumb wheels 
De cp ec pad 

poc 


Type of 
Readout 


Size of Readout 
(height of 
digits) 


Readout - 
tenths/ 
hundredths 


MPH average 
range 


Method of 
setting mph 
averages 


On/off switch 


Ease of 
operation 


two large 
star wheels 


excellent 


handlebar 
crossbar 
(under) 


See 
handlebar Perisher 
crossbar do your own 
。 。 (over) 
The Hi-Point Enduro Clock was bracket) 
impossible to use under adverse 
x of mounting 
to the excellent methods supplied by 
excellent plastic seee-through dust then back on) 
out there are winners and losers. 


= 
crossbar (under 
w/removable 
downgraded because of its switches. 
They render the unit almost RAG excellent poor 
weather conditions. The mounting 
leaves a lot to be desired compared Effectiveness 7 
the other manufacturers. The unit is 
no (you reset by 
small and compact and has an Zoro reset yes (with lock) turning unit off, yes 
cover. 
So there you have it. In any shoot- pax 
sheetmetal 1/8" aluminum aluminum plastic 


None of the units is cheap, each 
will set you back at least $100. You 
will have to decide if they are worth 
it to you. For many riders, a good 


Mobile iai ; Vern Street 
H z Digitronics 
watch and a roll chart are all they AR E Engineering Tiu AMORES Od NI 
need. After all, the ultimate address erroDr. | outofbusiness) | Newport Beach. DIEM 
z e : El Sobrante, CA CA 92660 Tulsa, Oklahoma 
computer” is the human brain. 94803 | 74105 
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Miss Jacques (#3) “Grabs the whole shot,” as | believe the expression goes, in the first “250 Expert Moto.’ 


WOMEN 


IN THE DUNES 


27 Bellfree Avenue 
Bedlam Court 

North Southhampton 
July 1, 1870 


, 


penning of this missive. The delay, I 
confess, was occasioned not a little 
bit out of concern for my reputation. 

You must not think that I slander 
you, old friend. You have proven 
countless times to be the soul of 
discretion. The events which I! will 


Vincent Edmonds, Esq. 
#209, Snoring on the Thames 


London relate, however, are of such an 
extraordinary cast that I would 
My dear Edmonds: doubt my own sanity had they not 


left a vivid imprint upon my brain. 


s rst 


Though I have these several days 
since returned from my journey, I 
have, until now, postponed the 


The time machine was a success! 
Our months of research and sacrifice 
are repaid. The details of my 


SueFish (35), her jersey hinting at ties to 
royalty, shows determination in the 
pursuit of a rival. 


Being a description of the events surrounding an experiment in time 
travel, with especial attention given to a Women's "Moto-cross" 
Championship observed by the traveler in the territory of California in 
the Year of Our Lord, 1976. 
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Later, Miss Fish finds relief from the scorching sun. 


Much violence, a roaring of engines, and a great tearing of earth; the result 
of first turn confusion. 
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journey, on the other hand, and the 
world of the future which I have 
glimpsed, leave me with a feeling 
akin to despair. 

But let me begin at the beginning. 
At dawn on Sunday the 27th (this 
enterprise being not so much work 
on the Sabbath as a labor of love), I 
entered the sphere. 

For provisions I carried naught 
but bread and cheese, and, in 
recognition of my weakness, a crock 
of dark ale. Knowing that world 
currency is in a continual state of 
flux, I carried a small pouch of 
golden coin, thinking the value of 
this most precious of metals would 
remain constant. 

But, then, you know all this, for 
have we not spent evenings over our 
pipes hashing out just such details? 

Suffice it to say that thus 
provided, and casting a last 
lingering glance upon my dear city, 
I drew the portal after me, and, 
with not a little trepidation, pulled 
shut the switch. 

Immediately upon my so doing a 
violent rocking and shaking took the 
craft. I was hard pressed to retain 
consciousness, so violently was I 
tossed about. For a seemingly 
endless time it continued. I have a 
last clear recollection of my watch 
dangling in the air in front of me, its 
fob undulating in snake-like gyra- 
tions, and then I was taken by 
darkness. 

When I awoke the craft was still. 
Gathering my wits about me, and 
putting right my hat which had 
become sore misshapen in the 
pummeling, I cracked open the 
door. 

The heat was incredible. For an 
instant I feared some new volcanic 
activitv had taken old Earth. 
Hearing the demonic roars of some 
tvpe of infernal engines, and an 
amplified human voice, I made my 
way with caution in their direction. 

It was now apparent that the 
world had been drastically altered. 
More surprising to one of my 
scientific bent, however, was the 
realization that I was no longer in 
any England, of past or future! My 
theory is that the very gyroscopic 
patterns which enable our vehicle to 
traverse time also hold it stationary 
while the Earth rolls and tumbles 
beneath it. For, as later evidence 
proved, I was standing in the 
California Territory, that of the 
United States, and the year, 
unbelievably, was 1976! 
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The scene that met my eyes as I 
reached the peak of the rise even 
now causes me to start in wonder. 
There was a vast crowd of people, 
clad in most peculiar dress. (As I'm 
sure my town clothes must have 
seemed to them.) 

The dress I noted carefully, 
believing, as you know, that proper 
costuming is the hallmark of 
civilization. And what variety there 
was! Most of these people, the 
women especially, were clad more 
scantily than would be allowed in a 
well-kept London brothel. I found 
myself no small way affected by the 
charms thus displayed, but called 
upon Christian restraint and beat 
the old devil off. 

Others, I soon perceived, were 
dressed in a sort of sporting uniform, 
consisting of leather britches, bog 
boots, blouses of a material that I 
could not identify, and peculiar 
brightly colored helmets. You will 
not wonder that I first mistook the 
sport for war! 


Most shocking of all, the players, 
those in the above regalia, were 
women, some not out of their teens! 

Attempting to blend with the 
crowd (how ludicrous that at- 
tempt!), I moved up to a fence to 
better observe this play, not failing 
to keep a wary ear open for 
enlightening information. 

A race of sorts was in progress. 
The costumed women (Amazons, I 
should call them!) were astride (yes, 
astride!) some sort of motorized 
bicycles and were propelling them at 
speed over a rough-and-tumble 
natural course. 

'The event, I learned, was termed 
a “moto-cross,” which I take to be a 
perversion of “motor cross-country.” 

I gathered that a championship of 
sorts was being decided. I must 
admit momentarily being taken by 
the event itself, finding myself on 
one occasion cheering as a tight 
competition developed between two 
ladies, a Miss Sue Fish and a Patricia 
Jacques, the latter presumably of 
French extraction. This particular 
event was referred to by another as 
the “first 250 Expert moto.” “Ex- 
pert” I assume, is a classification, 
and one deserved by these skillful 
females. A “moto” seems to be one of 
a group of races, as they later 
repeated the same match. The “250” 
I can only guess is some measure- 
ment relative to the devices which 
they rode. 

The two dueled mightily, with 
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Cherry Stockton, seemingly riding for a magazine with a most unlikely title, was 
a popular favorite. 


For no reason that | can determine, this particular machine triggered a bout 
with homesickness. 


ad 


Miss Fish only passing her rapid rival 
in the last bit of the race. 

How they managed to survive in 
the intense heat perplexed me, for I 
was most uncomfortable in my 
brown suit coat. Some light was shed 
upon this situation when I strolled 
over to view these racers more 
closely during an intermission. 

Men and boys, some naked to the 
waist, waited hand and foot upon 
their feminine champions! 

It was only then that I realized, 
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Examples of the shockingly scanty apparel worn b 


y even the competitors. 


with some horror, to be sure, what 
was about. Men, it seemed, in this 
age of the future, were held in a 
manner of benevolent slavery! 

I gathered what information I 
could, bartering some few photo- 
graphs and pieces of information 
from a spectator with a remarkable 
"instant camera," and had the 
opportunity to view Miss Fish again, 
as she once more trounced her 
competitors, riding, I believe, in two 
separate classes. 


As she strode forward to receive 
her award I beheld the most 
shameful sight of all; a personable 
young man stood to one side. Her 
prize, obviously, he waited docilely 
to be taken possession of! Unable to 
bear the sight of his subjugation, and 
fearing for my own freedom should 
these women discover that I was 
unowned, I sped to the machine and 
jammed the lever home. 

I have given much thought while 
recovering from my journey as to 
what, if anything, to say to you of 
this, knowing that with your sturdy 
belief in male dominance it can but 
pain you more than myself. I 
suppose we can only be grateful that 
the extraordinary future is over a 
century and many thousand miles 
away. 

We must continue, however, my 
dear Edmonds, to. resist any like 
trends in our own time, lest the 
hatred of male generations far into 
the future fall on our own 
too-complacent shoulders. 


I remain, Sir, your 
humble and obedient 
servant, 


Sir James Garrett-Smyth 


AS AN HISTORICAL CURIOSITY, | INCLUDE 
THESE, THE RESULTS OF THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED COMPETITION: 


IWMA GRAND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Sue Fish 

Johanna Stenerson 
Joann Miley 

Linda Barnes 
Donna Nearn 
Trudy Beck 

Lisa Howard 

Pat Jacques 
Cherry Stockton 
Kit Pratt 
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- A 950 WITH VARICOSE VEINS... | 


YAMAHA YZ1/5 TEST 


or a 125 with overactive glands? 


Se i 
as cS 


xi 
A: 


Every 175cc bike we come across 
inspires the perpetual dilemma: Just 
where does a 175 fit in? Especially a 
175 motocross bike. 

In the west there is simply no 175 
motocross class. And anyone who 
remembers the 200cc class, and 
admits it, had better start looking in 
the mirror for gray hairs. 

Enduros, Hare Scrambles and 
desert races always draw many 175 
riders. But this YZ is a motocross 
bike. It says so right there in the 
advertisements. 

And in other parts of the country 
where the 175 class is a bit more 
popular in motocross, it is still far 
less popular than the 125 class. 

Which brings us to what this bike 
really is. A 125 with a big engine. No 
one can miss this fact with the 125 
and the 175 sitting next to each 
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other. Ignore the gas tank and they 
look virtually identical. In reality 
there are only a couple of 
noteworthy differences. Early mod- 
els of each “C” version will have 
different tires. But, by the time this 
reaches you, all of the smaller YZs 
will be coming with Bridgestones in 
the front and Dunlops on the rear. 

For the first time the 125 and the 
175 do not have interchangeable top 
ends. Both have 34mm Mikuni 
carburetors but different exhaust 
pipes and, more importantly, the 
175 has a different stud arrangement 
to hold the cylinder on. This wider 
stud pattern is to accommodate a 
larger reed valve. Pistons, of course, 
are of different size. Suspension, 
frame, details, everything else, is 
identical on the 125 and 175 YZs. 
“C” models come with the now- 
standard air forks and Yamaha also 
has available a rebuild kit for the 
single rear shock absorber. 

$971 

We thought there would be few 
surprises with a bike so nearly 
identical to the 125 we had ridden so 
extensively. Our first time out was 
closer to a shock than a surprise. 
Incredibly squirrelly. Not bad in 
comparison to some monsters out of 
the past, but it did not handle like 
the 195. That was the only word for 
it. Everyone called it that. Squir- 
relly. Sideways out of the corners 


Three-gallon tanks 
and sagebrush. 


Of course we had to try the YZ in 
a desert race. Mono Yamahas have 
been winning almost everything in 
the desert for the past two years. So 
our desert editor took the bike to a 
couple of District 37 events to give 
ita try. 

Power certainly proved to be 
competitive against the main 
competition of Huskys and Pen- 
tons. But a 13-tooth countershaft 
sprocket is a must. 

Where the YZ really shines is in 
straight line handling. Sit back on 
the seat and gas it. The rear spring 
was stil a bit too stiff for a 
165-pound rider, but sitting back 
farther made the rear work harder 
and the stiffness was not overly 
objectionable. 

Sand, for those of you not 
familiar with the substance, is 
traction. The Yamaha handled 
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Only minor differences separate the 
175YZ from the 125YZ; among them, 
differently designed top ends which 
cannot be switched. 


Horrendously long stinger leaked all 
sorts of muck from that joint in the 


middle. Muck stained side panel, frame, 


hands. 


accordingly. Very fine. It cornered 
well, even with more air pressure, 
and begged to be stuffed hard into 
the turns in the tight sandwashes. 

Very few alterations are needed 
to make the YZ into a desert bike. 
Some problem will arise, however, 
when you try to fit a large gas tank. 
There are quite a few metal 
protrusions which hold that stock 
tank on. It is necessary, with most 
every accessory tank, to shave off 
these protrusions. Result: nice 
fitting big tank, but impossible to 
remount stock tank. 

For other serious-type people 
who wish to race the YZ at night, 
who wish to enter it in an enduro 
where lights are necessary, or who 
wish to have lights for some other 
obscure reason, there is a way to 
install lights. A  mag/flywheel 
setup off of an enduro bike will fit 
on with few modifications. If you 
are going to try this, go over the 
procedure with your shop me- 
chanic to be sure you know what 


and anxious to lose traction on fast 
sweepers. 

We suspected the tires. 

We suspected ourselves. 

As it turns out, it was neither. It 
was our beloved adobe motocross 
track. No bike in existence likes 
adobe and this YZ liked it less than 
most. There is a reason for this. That 
bigger engine, we finally agreed, 
will break traction easier and 
quicker than the 125 when you're on 
hard, slick stuff. More power in the 
same frame alters the handling 
slightly. 

Judgment was suspended until a 
better track and/or day would 
come. 

Better days did indeed follow and 
we began fully evaluating the bike. 
Suspension, in stock configuration, 
needed work. Both the 125 and the 
175 come with a 4.0 rear spring. 
(Yamaha's rating relates to kg/cm as 
opposed to lbs./in.) This spring is 
too stiff for the average rider of 140 
to 170 pounds. The 4.0 is 
recommended for 160- to 190-pound 
riders, but our riders and Yamaha 
International both agreed that the 
3.8 spring would be better for the 
average-weight rider. Unfortunate- 
ly, we did not get to try the 3.8, but 
at least there is the comfort of 
knowing there are other weight 
springs available (3.4, 3.6, 3.8, 4.0 
and 4.2 to be exact). 


you're getting into. As far as this 
will relate to performance, you will 
find you won't be able to rev the 
bike quite as high and you will 
have a slight increase in low end 
performance. Better for enduros 
and such anyway. 

While we're talking about more 
low end, consider the possibility of 
a 1976 Yamaha 175 MX two-ring 
piston. You'll lose about 500 rpm 
off the top, but there will be a 
noticeable increase in low end 
performance. 

We neglected to mention our 
performance in the desert races. 
Suffice it to say the bike didn't let 
us down. Pilot performance was a 
little less than remarkable, though. 
(There's always next weekend.) 

Conclusion from the desert: This 
bike is excellent. It's more of a 
cross-country racer than a moto- 
crosser. Yamaha should push it as 
such. We liked it on the MX track. 
We loved it in the desert. 

— Don Phillipson 


Yamaha feels at home in the desert; less squirrelly than on the motocross track. 


Access to dual air cleaner setup is easy: 
remove the side panels and three 
Phillips head screws for the air cleaner 
itself. We make the standard objection 
to the fuzzy air cleaners. 


As is, the rear suspension was 
excellent for our heavier riders and is 
also excellent for very hard riding on 
rough ground. 

At the other end of the bike, the 
forks worked very well after some 
initial adjustments. Twenty-weight 
oil has proven to be the best setup for 
most riders, and some experimenta- 
tion is required as to air pressure. 
After we had the forks tuned they 
worked very well, although they 
seemed to be a bit mushy in the first 
inch or so of travel. 

Power, in subsequent days on the 
track, was always impressive. 
Matched up against a well-running, 
slightly modified 125, the 175 did 
not really tear away in a drag race. 
But out of the corners (if traction 
was to be found), the 175 was 
smoother (less of a sudden surge of 
power), and faster, especially at low 
rpm. 

After a long, hard moto, the 175 
also showed an advantage over a 
125. With less radical tuning, the 
175 is less prone to loss of power due 
to heat. 
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But all this talk is how it relates to 
a 125. Against the other competitive 
175s — Pentons, Huskys, Ossas — 
the Yamaha still holds its own. 
Though a little down on top speed 
comparatively, it is as fast though 
the gears. A switch to a 13-tooth 
countershaft sprocket would help 
immensely for very fast tracks, as the 
YZ tops out at 58 mph (60 if you 
don’t eat breakfast). And the 175 
power will certainly pull it through 
sixth gear. 

Overall reliability was good. We 
would say excellent except for one 
mishap. Keeping in mind the 
reputation, make that notoriety, of 
Yamaha’s spokes, we were con- 
stantly checking the tightness. They 
didn’t begin to loosen up until the 
fifth ride. Then they loosened every 
15 minutes. Maybe we were just 
riding harder that day. 

At any rate, two of the spokes 
ripped a four-inch piece out of the 
flange of the rear hub. This was 
seemingly unavoidable and would 
prove expensive. 

Aside from this one thing, though, 
the bike never missed a beat, we 
never even had to change a plug. 
Nothing broke, seized or rendered 
itself useless. 


LITTLE GOOD (OR BAD) 
THINGS THAT MAKE BIG 
THINGS GOOD (OR BAD) 
Detailing on the YZ varied. Of 
course. From excellent to, yes, 
terrible. Well work our way 
through in a particular order we'll 
let you figure out. 
Those wedge-shaped ridges on the 
forks look trick and undoubtedly 


YAMAHA YZ175C 

Price (approx. retail, West Coast) $1049 
Engine . . . . Two-stroke single, reed valve 
Displacement 

Bore & Stroke 66mm x 50mm 
Compression Ratio .............. 7.5:1 
Carburetion Mikuni 34mm 
Max. Torque .13.96 ft./Ib. at 10,000 rpm 
Horsepower 


Primary Drive 
Transmission Ratios: 
1) 2.538:1 
2) 1.933:1 
3) 1.555:1 
4) 1.300:1 
5) 1.142:1 
6) 1.045:1 
Final Drive: Gear 
12-tooth countershaft 
44-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration 
Electrics 
Starting 
Lubrication 


Fuzzy, wet foam 


Primary kick 
Pre-mix, 20:1 
Premium 
Yamalube 
Fuel Tank Cacacity ......... 1.5 gallons 
Frame Double downtube, full cradle 
Suspension: 
Front: Yamaha/Kayaba air forks 
Rear: Nitrogen-filled Yamaha 
monoshock 
Wheels & Spokes 
Tires: 
Front: Bridgestone 3.00 x 21 
Rear: Dunlop 4.10 x 18 
Dimensions: ' 
Wheelbase 141cm (55.5 inches) 
Swingarm length ....47cm (18.7 inches) 
Ground clearance....28cm (11.0 inches) 
Bars, height 107cm (42 inches) 
93cm (36.5 inches) 
33cm (13 inches) 
46cm (18 inches) 
89cm (35 inches) 
31.5 degrees 


Seat Height 
Fork angle 
Weight: 
Total: 209 pounds w/one gallon gas 
Front: 100 pounds 
Rear: 109 pounds 
Brakes: 
Front: Cable-operated conical drum 
Rear: Rod-operated conical drum 
Instruments 


Spark Arrestor 
Warranty 
Parts Prices: 
Piston: N/A 
Rings: N/A 
Clutch cable: $5.94 
Brake pedal: $6.27 


make those fork legs stronger. We 
wish there was a way to test our 
gues. Midway up the forks are 
found a pair of boots that never 
cease to amaze us. Top-quality. On 
top of the forks are a pair of rubber 
covers that protect the air canisters. 
Make that were. They fell off during 
the first hard ride. Tape them on or 
have the satisfaction of throwing 

Continued on page 82 
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No doubt there are countless 
Montesa freaks out there who have 
been helplessly hoping, year after 
year, that an open class machine by 
their favorite manufacturer would 
eventually be unleashed upon the 
dirt-pounding public. In fact, we 


‘have heard stories of LaCross owners 


who had camped out in front of 
their favorite dealers ever since the 
first rumor of the big-bore blasters’ 
existence first hit our shores back in 
"66, all in order to be first in line and 
thus assured of a chance to own one 
of these rare beasts. 

Your waiting is at last over. They 
are here. Maybe not as many as 
would have been in demand in '66, 
but perhaps enough. 

As do most bike builders, Montesa 
uses the same chassis for both the 250 
and open models. The new VA (as 
opposed to the old VR) has 
undergone a general updating in the 
suspension department, something 
that seems to have become a 
necessity from one model year to the 
next, improvements come so quickly 
these days. Basically, you get a fine 
new set of Montesa/Betor forks up 
front and low-pressure, adjustable 
gas shocks by the same name out 
back. 

The one thing that sets this bike 
apart from its contemporaries is the 
crankshaft-mounted clutch. The 
main advantage to this is the 
elimination of a big and heavy 
clutch on the mainshaft for a 
smaller, lighter, half-the-size clutch 
on the crankshaft. Design problems 
arise when attempting to keep 
critical balance to avoid excessive 
stress on the crankshaft. Con- 
sequently, Jawa-CZ is the only other 
big-bore manufacturer which has 
had previous success with this 
design. While it was a bit sticky 
when cold, the clutch performed 
excellently once warmed up. 

Another oddity is the bore/stroke 
ratio, which remains 83.5mm/ 
64mm. A 64mm stroke is common to 
most 250s and quite short for a big 
boomer. 
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MONTE So PY TION... 


The misadventures of Captain Cappra... 


MONTESA 360 VA 


by the DIRT BIKE Staff 
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CASTING AN EYE... 

Wheel assemblies front and rear 
are as sturdy as they are light. Green 
label ridgeless, shoulderless Akronts, 
such as those found on Husky, Ossa 
and Bultaco, protect the Montesa 
from rock abuse (similar to but not 
the same as the Blue Oyster Cult). 
These green label rims stand up 
much better than the yellow label 
items which are normally designated 
for trials use. We suffered no broken 
spokes or dings. 

Wrapped around those rims were 
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a set of Pirellis that we were none too 
fond of simply because they weren’t 
well suited to the consistency of dirt 
we encountered. 

Both hubs are highly polished 
alloy. The rear is conical and the 
sprocket that’s attached has holes in 
its holes. The front is full width but 
has a built-in bummer potential. If a 
spoke breaks the end will fall into 
the hub and could cause the brake to 
lock. 

The Montesa-designed Betors up 
front are all new with 204mm of 


Should one of the front spokes break on 
the right-hand side, the head of that 
spoke will fall into the brakes. 
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Rear brake pedal provides no height 
adjustment and is only a finger away 
from the frame tubes when engaged 
before you start to ride. 
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travel and are the best Betors we 
have felt so far. That is, after 
straight 24-pound springs were 
substituted for the two-spring-per- 
leg setup by the manufacturer. Oil 
no longer spurts from the vented 
caps. Both legs and sliders are longer 
for more travel and adjustability, 
and a circlip now holds each seal in 
so they are suitable for air 
pressurizing. Both compression and 
rebound dampening are right on the 
money, for they never seem to do 
anything wrong. They follow the 
holes and bumps with precision. Seal 
drag is virtually nil. 

Under the heading of “Strange 
But True” are the fork boot 


breathers. Up top the boots are 
clamped to the bottom of the bottom 


By pushing lightly with your finger you 
can leave a dent in the rubber air boot 
that will leave an opening into the 

air box. 


The crankshaft-mounted clutch is 
installed some 20mm away from the 
nearest main bearing. 


crowns with a breather tube coming 
up through the crown, looping up, 
and hidden behind the number 
plate. These tubes replace the small 
vent holes usually found in the back 
of most boots. Now, when pushing 
down on the forks, you hear a rush 
of air as it’s forced through the 
tubing. Still, the boots pump up like 
balloons on fast fork movements. 
Neither seal leaked while we had the 
VA. 

Out back, the gas Betors that 
come stock are way oversprung and 
the dampening, especially on com- 
pression, is much too heavy. 
Enough to give you a very rough 
ride and to cause the rear end to 
twitch about in any direction it 
desires, very quickly and with little 
warning. When you add this 
peculiar handling feature to the way 
the Pirellis refused to take hold of 
our Southern California adobe, 
along with the potent power punch 
and too low gearing with an eighth- 
turn throttle, you are instantly 
reacquainted with that old familiar 
feeling known as fear. No, make that 
terror. We opted for a pair of Boge/ 
Mulholland LTGs offered to us by 
the distributor and soon to be 
available at Montesa dealers every- 
where. Springs on the Boges are of a 
lighter wind and both compression 
and rebound damping are roughly 
half that found in the stockers. 

A new. air box surrounds a 
Twin-Air filter, which can be 
serviced by removing the left 
number plate. Air enters through a 
rather small hole in the rear of the 
box. The rear fender takes care of 
any splash problems. And we 
encountered the same difficulties 
with this 360 VR that we did with 
the 250 VR we tested some months 
ago. The rubber air boot is merely 
stuffed into the opening in the box 
and does not provide an adequate 
seal. In fact, the bike had already 
been looped once when we got it 
because of a stuck throttle and it 
stuck again once on us. 

Before our test ended a penny- 
sized chunk of that pretty fiberglass 
tank: broke away where a bubble 
had formed in molding. There are 
certainly hundreds of applications 
where fiberglass is a perfect 
material, but a dirt bike is not one of 
them. 

Front and rear fenders are tough 
injection-molded plastic with that 
marvelous Montesa "M" molded in. 
They will hold up very well. 
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We encountered a number of 


difficulties with the rear brake 
pedal. Not only does the pedal have 
no adjustment for height, but the 
stock position is roughly five 
centimeters too high. The pedal also 
bows out in the center, forcing the 
rider’s foot away from the pedal 
when returning the foot to the peg. 
Worse yet, even in one moto’s time 
the rear brake itself will fade and 
wear enough to bottom against the 
frame tube, resulting in braking loss. 

Despite all the lightweight com- 
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ponents, the 360 VA weighs in at a 
bit over 105 kilos (233 pounds) 
without any petrol. 


OUT PLAYING RAYMOND 

BOVEN OR HAKAN ANDERSSON 

In order of their dominance as 
outstanding features are the Mon- 
tesa’s forks and power. The forks are 
so excellent that a soul-searching 
effort is required to notice them at 
all. Simply top-line stuff. 

Power delivery is 
smooth and torquey, 


extremely 
though it 


becomes difficult to tell because of 
the way it is uncertainly transmitted 
to the ground. The engine comes on 
strong without being overpowering, 
but with the eighth-turn throttle, 
low gearing, slippery rear tire and 
stiff shocks, that warm feeling is 
elusive. Gone before you know it. 
The distributor switched to a 
13-tooth countershaft sprocket from 
the stock ll-tooth and shod the 
Cappra with Metzelers for us. This 
helped considerably, but a quarter- 
turn throttle would have helped 


DIRT BIKE 


even more. 
After switching to the Boge/ 
Mulhollands the rear end worked up 
to the limits of its design. Not top- 
notch, but working at least. Travel is 
limited to 160mm (about six inches) 
and only so much can be done. 
Steering geometry is more or less 
neutral as equipped and can be 
changed to suit personal preference 


‘by sliding the tubes up or down in 


the fork clamps. With the Metzelers 
the front provides a fair amount of 
confidence and the rear end calms 
down considerably. A bit more rear 
suspension sorting might have 
removed that driving need to find a 
berm even when there wasn’t one. 

Because of its shape, the shift lever 
forces the rider to use the side of his 
boot rather than the toe. But, after a 
little custom-bending that problem 
is gone and you can settle down to 
dealing with the basic slow-shifting 
gearbox. Using the clutch helped 
and the lever needed to be lifted all 
the way to engage the next higher 
gear. During the big-bore shootout 
third gear came to grief on the 
Montesa. A piece was chipped away 
and the gear required replacement. 
Additionally, the shift shaft sticks 
out too far beyond the case and 
tends to catch boot soles between the 
shaft and the peg. 


Bombing down the straight 
toward the first corner youll soon 
find out that the front brake is weak 
and will require many fingers and 
much pull to slow your speed 
sufficiently. The rear brake also 
requires a firm toe, but does the job 
if, and only if, you pay close 
attention to its adjustment so that 


OCTOBER 1976 


the pedal doesn't encounter the 
frame. With such an uncertain rear 
brake the VA should certainly come 
with a kill button. Not so. 

Slip into a tight left-hander and 
youll be painfully aware that the 
kickstarter shaft is poorly located — 
as it bangs into the front of your shin 
with each ripple or bump. 

After a bit of rejetting the motor 
ran cleanly throughout its range. A 
Spanish Bing does the mixing and a 
huge head pipe and downpipe help 
the burnt stuff escape. The rear of 
the pipe runs parallel to the ground 
and drags on left-hand bermed 
corners where the bike is heeled well 
over. It picked up several good-sized 
dents. A hair under 36 hp is certainly 
a decent figure for a 500-class bike, 
but with the four-speed box the VA 
is definitely limited to motocross. 
Even there it will require some 
regearing. It is interesting to note, 
though, that only two out of our 11 
experts felt that the VA needed a 
fifth gear. 

In order to gain necessary ground 
clearance for the low pipe the 
swingarm pivot is located relatively 


MONTESA 360 VA 


Price (approx. retail, West Coast): $1790 
Engine ...Two-stroke, piston port single 
Displacement 
Bore & Stroke 
Compression Ratio 
Carburetion 
Standard Jetting: 
160 main jet, Z3 needle, 40 pilot jet, 
needlejet 2.88, slide 0. 
Horsepower 
Clutch: 
Multi-plate wet, mounted on crank- 
shaft, all steel 
Primany:Drives eet 2. So Sees 2.045:1 
Transmission Ratios: 
1) 1.846 
2) 1.466 
3) 1.176 
4) 0.947 
Final Drive 
11-tooth countershaft 
56-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration 
Electrics 
Starting 
Lubrication 


35.9 at 6000 rpm 


520 Joresa 


Wet foam 
Motoplat (electronic) 
Non-primary kick 


Recommended Oil 
Fuel Tank Capacity 6.5 liters (1.7 gallons) 
Frame: 
Chrome moly seamless drawn steel 
tubing, semi-double cradle 
Suspension: 
Front: Montesa telescopic fork with 
204mm travel measured 
Rear: Gas Betor shocks with dual 
springs and 160mm travel measured 
Wheels & Spokes: 
Shoulderless Akront WM1 
Shoulderless Akront WM2 


Front 3.00 x 21 Pirelli Motocross MTO7 
Rear . .4.50x18 Pirelli Motocross MT16 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase . . 144.1 +2.3cm (56.7 inches) 
Swingarm length 47.0+2.3cm 
(18.5 inches) 
Ground clearance . .30.0cm (11.8 inches) 
Bars, height 114.3cm (45.25 inches) 
85.3cm (33.75 inches) 
37.0cm (14.6 inches) 
48.5cm (17.2 inches) 
87.5cm (34.5 inches) 
29.5 degrees measured 


Pegs, height 


Seat Height 
Fork angle 
Weight: 
105.6 kilos (233 pounds) without fuel; 
44.4% on front, 55.6% on rear 
Brakes: 
Front: 130mm cable-operated conical 
drum 
Rear: 150mm cable-operated conical 
drum 
Instruments 


Spark Arrestor 
Warranty 
Parts Prices: 
Piston: $49.00 
Ring: $10.90 
Clutch cable: $2.00 inner cable only; 
$3.00 complete 
Brake pedal: $18.00 
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ATip From 
Lubri-Tech 


Nothing's faster! Cycle Spare's 
exclusive applicator tip is the 
secret. It was designed specifi- 
“cally for motorcycles, and it — 
works! Simply press on to valve 
stem. Nothing to screw on or 
Off. Cycle Spare seals most 
‘punctures and inflates the tire 
in-30 seconds. 


Inflates and seals 
most flats in. 30 
seconds. 


LUBRI-TE 


7106 Barry / Rosemont, III. 60018 


Circle Number 26 on pg. 86 


8 


A SPARE TIRE IN A CAN 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


Get your Lubri-Tech 

H T-Shirt, bike decal 
and catalog. 

(Specify size S-XL 

and bike model.) 

Send $3.00 to 

.Dept. D8-106. 


high. This results in high engine 
weight, which isn't awfully disturb- 
ing, and high peg location, which is 
rather annoying. Add to this a rather 
low seat height and you get 
discomfort. This is one of the worst 
seat/peg relationships going. Your 
legs are bent much too far to make 
standing or squatting anything but 
difficult. When you're standing you 
feel like Jaak van Velthoven. Unless 
your feet are absolutely parallel with 
their surface, the pegs are too 
slippery around the edges and 
become downright dangerous when 
wet. 


WHAT ELSE? 

Two screws thread into the swing- 
arm just above the bronze bushings 
and provide a method to lubricate 
the bushings with some convenient 
40-weight oil. 

Spark is provided by a convenient 
Motoplat electronic ignition. The 
Montesa is an easy starter. 


Cylinder uses very basic porting and 
puts out a very usable powerband. 
Huge 83.5mm Spanish-made Mahle 
piston uses single Dykes ring. 


Inside edges of the chain guide are 
lined with rubber to prevent wear 
and noise. Unfortunately, the guide 
is a bit too far away from the rear 
sprocket and the chain on our bike 
took a hike twice. When the rear 
suspension reached full compression, 
which was unlikely with stock 
shocks, the shock movement 
knocked the chain guard itself off. 

All cables have lubing holes which 
are supposed to be covered by little 
plastic sleeves. The sleeves contin- 
ually slide off, exposing the inner 
cable to the elements. Bare nekkid. 
Also, the clutch and brake cables 
have screw nipples rather than 
conventional soldered ball ends. 

There is only one pipe mount. If it 
breaks, damage to the cylinder is 
possible. 

Because of the exhaust pipe the 
sidestand must be on the right. Right 


side is chain side making sidestand 


side the wrong side. 
Continued on page 81 
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toasted them. 


We took the greatest things since sliced bread an 


revolution just Keeps on waili ng! 
With Suzuki's new “Zonker 
A Air Forks" that adjust to any 
track condition; give positive 
road feel; insure smoother 
damping. And they're simple. 
to adjust: Plus, the 125 has 
an improved square Bore and 
Stroke engine. Combine that 
with a 6 speed trans. and you've 
got the hottest (25 going. 


RMI25 2s bike that started the QM 
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b \o n. 
Ph Chrome-moly ， 
D frame & bars ， 


Sate 


RM250 


The RM250 is now a wildcat! With 
a Totally new 246cc engine that puts 
out even more h.p. And combining the 
power-reed system with a longer Bore 
and Stroke gives the 250 blinding speed 
from bottom end to top. What more. could 
yoU want from a bike that Dirt Bike 
(Jan.'76) Said was"The Best 250 
we've tested yet.” 
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RM370 : 
How do you improve the bike that 

MX Action (Feb.'76) called "The standard by jou 
which all big bore motocrossers must be T 一、 
judged"? You goose it with more horses 
for improved performance from RPM ONE 
to the Peak. Give ita box section swing 
arm. Move the shocks even further for- 
ward. And then you kick the daylights 
out of the competition. 


ONLY SUZUKI HELPS YOU WIN WITH 
eel lun sic nk THESE RACE-PROVEN FEATURES. 


T. 
10.4 


— 


: Power-Reed Valve Engine: Unique dual 
2.19al.alum. gas tank 


intake system.Open port to cylinder 
reed to crankcase. Insures max.h.p. and 
torque at all RPMs. (Standard onall RMs) 


SS eee 


SS TRU-TRAC L down 
forward mounted,gas-oil shocks | 
|. deliver more power to the 


i 
全 > e 2^ : ground, better straight-line 
Box Sect, swing arm N uc ate on 100,125 
SQ J | 
AA 
A, ; 


vd 


New "Cool-Flow"Nitrogen Reservoirs: 
Keeps shocks cooler longer. Insures more 
consistent damp- 


=f AG AS &| ingeven 
EAS m Lv through long 
peu 可 
AUR 40 min.motos. 
Box sect Swingarm | (Standard on 25 
NONE | 250,370) 


A 
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RMIOO 

It looks like an RMI25. And when 
you ride one you'll think itis. Because it's 
got "tru-trac" Suspension, power reed, 6 
Speeds, box section swing arm, tuck thru 
exhaust alloy rims. In short; everything 
you need fo win — except nerve. That's 
where you come in. 


FA 
Chrome-moly SS 
frame & bars 


A |.6gal.alum.gas tank 


in 
a), 
4 


What Roger DeCoster would ride if he 
were a kid. And it's all new, And has all the 
famous RM-type goodies. Laid down shocks, 
tucked in exhaust power reed valve, alloy 
rims, primary kick. A tive competition machine. 
What a way to begin a career. On top! 

(Te 


! X 1.4 gal. gastank 


Power- Reed Valve 


Unique dual 
intake system. 
Open port to 
cylinder reed 
toctankcase.nsures max.h.p. 
and torque at all RPMs. 
(Standard on all RMs) 


Specifications subject 10 change 
without notice. 
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“Sure it works, just cup your hands around 
the lens while | rev it! 


LET THERE 


[22 


by Don Phillipson 


Enduro riders often find them- 
selves in the position of Pacoima 
used car dealers who cram sawdust 
into transmissions. They have to do 
that little something extra just to 
sneak by. So one finds, when 
entering an enduro, steel wool in 
exhaust pipes to pass sound tests, 
pieces of rubber between cylinder 
fins, red reflectors taped onto rear 
fenders. And, of course, lights. Just 


enough to pass a test and be legal. 

But we don’t want to suggest any 
halfway measures, so we are going 
to call this article, “Installation of 
Lights for Playtime Night Riding.” 
(And if you want to do it just to be 
legal for an enduro or Two Day, feel 
free.) 

Whose bike does this apply to: Not 
motocross bikes, because they 
usually don't come with lighting 


Three wires come out of the PP headlight. Black is ground, the other two are 
hot. Headlight number plate is attached with cable ties. 
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Taillight 


Engine 


SIMPLEST POSSIBLE WIRING DIAGRAM 


coils. But then Playtime Night Riders 
are probably not motocrossers. This 
does apply to anyone whose bike 
already has a lighting coil or whose 
bike can easily be fitted with one. 
Pentons, Yamahas, Huskys, among 
others, either have or are ready to 
have a coil bolted on. To be sure, 
just look in your owner's manual or 
give the local dealer a call. 

Also, if you have a street/enduro- 
type bike with lights and turn signals 
and everything else you don’t want, 
this applies to you. Rip all that junk 
off and rewire your bike the simple 
way allowing only for a head- and 
taillight. 

Youll have to spend money on a 
couple of things. If your bike does 
not have any coil, then go out and 
buy a fully wired lighting coil. This 
new coil may have two wires coming 
out of it; just hold on to these wires 
for the moment. While you are at 
the bike shop pick up an off/on 
switch and a high/low beam switch; 
or one that combines the two into 
one. 


Headlight 


High-low beam switch 


Flywheel magneto with lighting coil 


On/off switch 


DIRT BIKE 


ta light) to the total vette of the 
bike. For example, a 35W bike can 
run a 25W headlight and a 10W 


taillight, or any combination. But 


you must run both lights at once or 
you'll have all the wattage going into 
the one light you are running (result: 
blown bulbs). 
Select a headlight and/or taillight 
for use. A light from a street/trail 
bike will work fine if you happen to 
have. one in the garage. Because. we 
were just. Playtime Night Riding we 
decided to install a simple Preston 
Petty headlight/number plate on a 
‘74 Yamaha MX. We matched our 


light (PP makes different wattage 


headlight/number plates) to the 
bike. Both were 35 watts. 

Before we went shopping we had 
to figure out just what was already 
in there. Pull off the magneto and 
check out the coils. We found a bare 
(wireless) coil which was occupying 
the space meant for a lighting coil; it 
was serving only as a magnet to 
balance the magnetic field for the 
flywheel. We removed the second 
coil and installed a fully wired 
lighting coil. This had two hot wires 
coming from it. Depending on the 
brand of bike, one of these wires is 
intended either for a brake light or 
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fs i ms $ 
u eep in mind T son inet 
Tes tch the yiattage of the head- and 


| fora jattery charging system. They 


ised either independently or 
be wired together. You will have to 


- find out what the output of each of 
the individual coils is and add them 


together in case you decide to wire 
the two leads as one. 

Example: One of the leads has five 
watts and the other 30. Splice them 
together and you will have 35 watts 
of power. Or, use only one and let 
the other one rest. Remember that 
you have to match the wattage you 
are pulling out of the bike with the 
total of the bulbs in the lighting 
system. If you want to hook up a 
brake light circuit, there must be an 
entirely different system for that, 


like one of the two wires coming out 
of the coil. Trying to tap the regular 


lighting system for power will not 
work, as lots of guys have found out 
the hard way. One can get really 
involved by exercising the "electric" 
formulas and using 12-volt bulbs in a 
six-volt system, therefore "cheating" 
the system out of a little more light, 
but in the long run the only one you 
cheat is yourself because of lots of 
additional problems that this cre- 
ates. Our recommendation is to 
follow the given numbers strictly by 
using the voltage and total output as 


stated in the owner's manual. 


On to the real work. Our first 
move was to solder some wire to the 
new lighting coil and carefully 


route it underneath the flywheel 
backing plate and outside the 
engine. Here the wire was cut and a 
terminal crimped on so that the wire 
could be easily separated in case 
either the engine or the lights would 
have to be removed separately latet. 
Then we ran it along the frame, 
using tape to hold it on, to the on-off 
switch on the headlight. If you are 
going to use a combination 
on-off/high-low switch it would 
have to be located on the bars and 


` the hot wire has to be routed to it. 


On the "other" side of the on-off 
switch one wire will have to be 
routed to the taillight and another to 
the high-low switch. From the 
switch two wires will go to the 
actual headlight bulb, one to the 
high-beam tang and the other to the 
low. The headlight is grounded to 
the frame, not the forks. The 
taillight is also grounded to the 
frame. Run a separate ground wire 
in case the lights are mounted in 
rubber or plastic. 

Final installation of the lights to 
the forks was a breeze. A couple of 
cable ties and a bit of trimming to 


adjust beam height and we were 


ready for some Night Playing. 
Serious Baja types will scoff at such 
simple procedures while they search 
for million-watt alternatives. But for 
playing at night or stuffing 
transmissions, 35 watts is fine. G 
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Tony D. and Cheese make picking up their 
second consecutive title look easy. 


THE 19/6 AMA 
250cc NATIONAL 
MOIOCROSS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


by Jim Gianatsis 


DIRT BIKE 


For the second year in a row the 
race for the 250cc National 
Motocross Championship turned 
into a one-way collision course 
between two riders. Last year the 
battle was between Kent Howerton 
and Tony DiStefano, and this year it 
was Tony D. out to defend his title 
against reigning 500cc National 
Champion Jimmy Weinert. Both 
showed a clear superiority of talent 
and desire over the other riders 
trying to clinch this year’s Cham- 
pionship. Except for the opening 
round in the seven-race Series, won 
by Can-Am’s Jimmy Ellis, all the 
other races became a matter of 
guessing in which position, first or 
second place, Jammin’ Jimmy and 
Tony D. would finish at any one 
race. 

As luck would have it though, 
Weinert just wasn’t destined to pull 
off the Championship. Friend Tony 
D. described the Jammer’s bad luck 
by saying, “Well, I really hated to 
see it happen, but all that bad karma 
Jimmy’s been putting out must have 
caught up with him.” 

Both Weinert and DiStefano had 
entered the Series in a high state of 
tune and each with something to 
prove. Jimmy wanted to show his 
previous season’s sponsor, Yamaha, 
and anyone else concerned that he 
hadn’t lucked into winning his 
second 500cc National Champion- 
ship because of the turn of events at 
the final 500cc race in the Series. It 
was in that race on the banks of the 
Mississippi River that bikes and 
bodies were bent and contract 
fortunes were lost as the five other 
riders capable of taking the 
Championship away from. Jimmy 
were either eliminated in crashes or 
had their machines disintegrate 
beneath them. This year, riding for 
Kawasaki and mounted on a 
beautifully handling new works bike 
tuned by top mechanic Steve 
Johnson, Jimmy was proving that 
for an “old man” of 24 he was still 
one of the best riders in America. 

“A lot of people said I backed into 
that title,” Jimmy explained, “but I 
still won more motos than anyone 
else. If people want to talk, they 
could say that Tony backed into the 
250cc title this year, but then, that’s 
how Championships are won.” 

Jimmy’s bad luck came in the 
form of two blows. The first was 
struck early in the Series at Rio 
Bravo near Houston. Jimmy was 
holding the Series points lead after 
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inside of Stackable (7). 
pm / 


Southwick. 


winning in Phoenix the weekend 
before, only to have his bike smoke 
its engine both motos at Rio Bravo. 
The first moto a blown oil seal put 
him out, and in the second a seized 
spare engine dropped him even 
farther back in points as Tony won 
the race and took over the Series 
lead. 

Weinert steadily began to chisel 
away at Tony D.’s big points lead as 
Jimmy beat out Tony the following 
weeks in Georgia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, but the AMA's new 
scoring system, counting every moto 
finish toward the Championship, 
definitely hurt Jim because of his 
two DNFs in Texas. "Tony could just 
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Ellis (10) and Hannah (39) scramble for the lead while Weinert (4) tries to dive 


cruise along and finish second, third 
or fourth at every race and still beat 
me out for the Championship." 
There was still the chance that 
Tony would have some mechanical 
problems at the final 250cc race in 
Southwick, Massachusetts, and Jim- 


my could stil pull off the 
Championship for himself. But, that 
bad karma which Tony had been 
talking about began to take 
additional effect with the result that 
Weinert would be shot down in his 
attempt to win the 250cc Champion- 
ship, the 500cc Championship, and 
perhaps even the stadium Super 
Series where he was holding down 
the points lead. 
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Weinert contemplates the knee that the 
rock thrown up by DiStefano's bike 
broke at Mexico, New York warm-up. 


It happened at Mexico, New York, 


the first 500cc National of the year. 
For some dumb reason the AMA had 
scheduled the Mexico 500cc race on 
the weekend before the final 250cc 
race in Southwick. It was a definite 
hardship on all the riders and their 
teams, but it proved disastrous for 
Jimmy. During practice on race 


Tony D. talks about 
winning his second 
250cc National title. 


For 19-year-old Tony DiStefano, 
winning races and National 
Championships is no longer the fun 
it was just a year ago. These days 
racing is strictly business for Tony 
D., and picking up the 1976 AMA 
250cc National Motocross Cham- 
pionship for the second year in a 
row seemed like something he 
owed himself and the people at 
Suzuki. Ironically, Tony has never 
really thought of himself as a 
serious 250cc class rider and has 
always favored the Open class 
where, as in the 1975 Trans-AMA 
Series, he came out as top 
American with three race wins. 

In this interview with DIRT 
BIKE magazine, the winningest 
rider in American motocross talks 
about what this year's 250cc 
Championship Series was like and 
why it turned out like it did. To 


morning he made the decision to 
follow Tony and check out his lines. 
A stone kicked up by Tony's 5.10x18 
Dunlop rear tire caught Jim squarely 
in the knee and shattered his 
kneecap despite the kneeguard in his 
leathers. In much pain, Jimmy 
valiantly tried to ride the race, but 
couldn't. His hopes were shattered 
with his knee. 

Like Jimmy, 19-year-old Tony D. 
felt he had to pull off the Champion- 


begin the interview we asked Tony 
about his overall impressions of this 
year's Championship. 

"Last years 250cc Champion- 
ship was a little more exciting 
because the title went right down 
to the last race. This year's 
Championship was building itself 
up to be just as exciting. But then 
Jimmy broke his knee at the 500cc 
race in Mexico, New York, on the 
Sunday before the Southwick race, 
which made the whole Champion- 
ship kinda anticlimactic. 

"Really, though, I had good 
positioning in the points standings, 
but if Jimmy had won both heats 
and I couldn't do any better than 
fourth, then he would have been 
able to pick up the Championship. 
Last year in the 250cc Champion- 
ship it was just more exciting 
because Kent Howerton and I went 
right down to the last moto of the 
final race in Texas to decide the 
Series." 

Because every moto finish counts 
toward Championship points, and 
Jimmy Weinert had broken in both 
motos at the Houston National 
while Tony's Keith McCarty 
prepared RH Suzuki finished every 


Bob “Hurricane” Hannah en route to 
first 250 National win at Keysers Ridge, 
Maryland. 


ship. Tony didn't have as much to 
prove as Jimmy, but could certainly 
feel the pressure of all the people 
who were counting on him to retain 
his 250cc National title, from the 
folks at Suzuki and Full House who 
sponsored him, right down to the 
Japanese he had met who built his 
bikes and mechanic Keith “Cheese” 


race in the Series, we wondered if 
the Championship would have 
turned out differently if Jimmy had 
finished those two motos in 
Houston? 

"Its hard to say, but I dont 
think so. Even if Jimmy had won 
both motos in Houston, by not 
coming to the final race in 
Southwick he still wouldn't have 
been able to win the Champion- 
ship. Houston was definitely the 
turning point in the Series, though, 
because I didn't have to race as 
hard after that. I have to give a lot 
of credit to my mechanic, Keith. 
But I don't want to take anything 
away from Jimmy's mechanic, 
Steve Johnson, either. He's also an 
excellent mechanic, they just 
happened to have their bad luck 
then while we've had our bad luck 
at other times." 

Jimmy looks like he's stronger 
this year than he has ever been 
before. From your standpoint, 
how's he been as a competitor this 
season? 

"Yes, I think that Jimmy's more 
serious this year than ever before. 
In past years he's won races, but 
not with much consistency. This 
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Jimmy the Jammer off the line right 
beside Hannah at Keysers Ridge. 


McCarty who turned the wrenches. 
It was a lot of heavy responsibility to 
lay on a kid. No one else could have 
possibly deserved winning the 250cc 
title more than Tony. 

While the 1976 AMA 250cc 
National Motocross Championship 
will hardly go down as the hardest 
fought Series ever, as Tony pointed 


year he’s been fast and consistent 
all the time. 

“After last year when I won the 
250ce Championship for the first 
time, I wanted to come into this 
years season to do it again. I 
worked out all during the winter 
and just had my mind set on 
regaining the title. I came in strong 
and raring to go, and as it turned 
out it was only Jimmy who could 
stay up and race with me while 
everyone else was pretty much out 
of the picture. Jimmy Ellis was fast 
now and then, but he’d have bike 
problems or something. Only 
Weinert could race with me, so it 
was pretty obvious that he was the 
only one who came into this year 
with serious intentions of doing 
well. If it hadn’t been for him, the 
competition wouldn’t have been 
very exciting at all, and that’s what 
racing is all about.” 

Why do you feel that you and 
Jimmy were so much faster than 
everyone else? 

“Just the fact that we came into 
the season wanting to do so much 
better than everyone else. Ellis was 
faster at Hangtown, but then he 
seemed to lose his drive. The racing 
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out, “There was usually enough 
good racing going on behind Jimmy 
and me to keep the spectators 
interested." 

For the first two places, the race 
pattern was usually the same. . . 
“Jimmy would always pull a good 
holeshot and run away with the 
lead. I'd get bad starts or somehow 
get involved in first-lap crashes and 
find myself at the back of the pack. 
By the end of the race Id have 


back in third and fourth place was 
just as exciting, but Jimmy and I 
had enough desire or drive to keep 
first and second places for 
ourselves. 

"My worst finish in the entire 
Series came at Keysers Ridge where 
I finished fifth overall. That was 
because my handlebar grip pulled 
off in the first moto and I crashed. 
In the second moto I wasnt 
judging my time right and both 
Bob Hannah and Weinert beat me. 
Hannah has really been doing well 
for his first year on the circuit, 
winning on every size bike from 
125cc to 250cc to Open class. He's 
really a fantastic rider with a lot of 
potential." 

How is it that you've been doing 


so well on a 250cc class bike when : 


the Open class is supposed to be 
your favorite? 

“Well, after I won my first 250cc 
Championship last year everybody 
began thinking of me as a 250cc 
rider. It's just that a lot of things 
went wrong for me during the 
500cc Nationals last year, because I 
really do think of myself as more of 
a 500cc class rider. I like the power 
of the bigger bike and this year I'm 
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Pierre aboard the RC250 took the overall 
at Southwick. 


worked my way up to second place, 
but Jimmy would usually be too far 
ahead to catch. It was kinda neat, 
because after Jimmys DNFs in 

Continued on page 80 


really going to try to do better in 
the 500cc Series. I’ve always 
thought of myself as a 500cc class 
rider and I guess I would like to 
prove it to everyone else. I came 
close to winning the  500cc 
Championship in 1974 when 
Jimmy beat me, so perhaps I can 
do it this year.” 

Have you any plans yet for the 
1977 racing season? 

“Right now it’s just too early. to 
say anything definite. I would like 
to race in Europe, but that’s 
something Suzuki and I will have 
to decide at the end of this year. I 
was hoping to race the English 
round of the 500cc . World 
Championship on July 4th to gain 
a little experience in Europe, but 
the promoter in England wouldn’t 
accept my entry because of my 
eighth place standing for the 
American 500cc Nationals last year 
in 1975. This year I should make 
the American team for the 
Motocros and  Trophees des 
Nations, and I feel that I should be 
able to do really well at those races. 
For now, though, I'm going to try 
and win my first 500cc National 
Championship." 
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RACIN’ 
JERSEY 


the course. 


"You'll always have 
the look of a winners 
in our brightly col- 
ored, vented, rein- ¢ 
forced elbowed DIRT 
BIKE RACING JER- ^ 
SEYS. They’re iden- 
tical to the ones worn 
by our DIRT BIKE 
editors and test riders 
with the logo on both 
sides. Come join the 
DIRT BIKE crowd — 
ORDER TODAY! 


一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 世 - 一 


$14.95 + 50c postage and handling. Please 
sendme____racin’ jersey(s) S M L XL. 
Enclosed is $ check or money order. 


O BLUE YELLOW O RED 


DIRT BIKE RACIN' JERSEY D6-10 
P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nev. 89114 


MOBILE ENGINEERING 


Continued from page 20 

American Cup in 774 and his inter- 
national license was almost pulled. 
He couldn't even ride exhibition as 
long as there were competitors on 
Thats what Ed 
Youngblood said last year. They’re 
really touchy about it. 


THE KNEES THAT KNOW 

Im a novice rider. I attended a 
one-day trials school held by the top 
two riders in the Ohio area. One of 
the points that was stressed was 
riding with the knees out, away 
from the gas tank. This technique 
seems to help me, but from the 
pictures I have seen of the nationals 
only a few riders ride this way. Is 
this a good technique? If so, why 
don’t the good riders use it? 


West Mifflin, Pennsylvania 


They do. A single instant photo 
may not always show it. Riding with 
the knees away from the tank has 
become real popular in the past ten 


Name I ks Il i 7 Name 
aa years. t works well in a most every Mda 
City situation you will encounter in a E 
State Zip trial. You have an advantage over yu 


any rider who doesn't know about 


VANS GALORE AND 
MUCH MUCH MORE!!! 
* Trick paint jobs 

* Dynamite interiors 

* Great How-Tos 
* and Happenings 


一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 


i P.O. Box 317 
RY VAN WOBED Encino, CA, 91316 


L]12issues$9 © 24 issues $17 


Canadian subscriptions add $1 per year, other 
foreign subscriptions add $2 postage and 
handling. 


John Stanican 


State Zip 


helps you do it better in the DIRT sum 


... by letting you know where you should be. 


Ps The Presettable 
xem Enduro Calculator is 


Ux. sate wr qm OY gy 


the ONLY true cal- 
culator. 


Dial in Late Minutes and Average MPH and PEC | 
gives you the miles that need to be made up. It also 
paces you when used with the bike’s odometer. 


For $129.50 you can get a rea/ enduro calculator! 


Why settle for less? 


. . . but that same good-time dirt is also 
the same dirtthat's eating up your chain 
and sprockets. Simply drip a little oil 
on the chain and keep the dirt 
washed out. Save yourself a big 
expense from replacing a chain 

and $$$prockets. Those cost 

a lot more than an $8.95 Oiler. 


Circle Number 28 on pg. 86 


M 
co 


... even if it is a street bike. But if it has a non-excited 
alternator* there could be trouble. Drop the bike 
and lose the battery or its acid 
and all the lights will blow. Why 
chance it, the Battery Eliminator 
will stabilize the alternator and 
end all battery fuss at battery 
prices. $13.50. 


*Means no battery is needed to start or run the bike. 
Eliminator works only on this system. 


606 El Cerro, El Sobrante, Ca. 94803 ENGINEERING 
(415) 222-3175 
Name === + = ee Address, 


人 


O PEC! D Eliminator 


Send info on 
Bike Make Model Year 
O $129.50 for PEC | ($2.50 postage and handling) 


$8.95 for Oiler O $13.50 for Eliminator (specify 6V or 12V) 


O Check O Money Order O Master Charge 
Card No. Expiration Date 
Signature 


Dealer Inquiries Invited Calif. residents include sales tax 


DIRT BIKE 


- 


this technique. Keep your knees out 
and your feet up and you can be a 
champion. 


AT BAIA 
OR TRASK 


I'm 16 years old and ride a 123 A Petty Product is the choice of champions 


eee tu ae ae I bought Champions like Carl Cranke row at Trask. And every time 
a bike because thought itd be and Eric Jensen, a pair of they won with Preston 


easier to manage. I’m now told to gold medalists who for the Petty products. 

move up in trials you have to have TEA ROR THe oe cs Whether it's — 20? in the 
more power. I love this particular 120° of Bala heat. ao can 
bike’s tractability, its lightness and, depend BI Petty products. 
since I've added a 20mm Mikuni, its After all, Petty products 
super-predictable powerband. The erde: igneo by tandi tor 
question is — can I expect these 

qualities in a larger bike? Or should 

I put the new 175 Montesa jug on 


PM 123 AND... 


y Walt Williams 


Don't confuse the mark- 
ings. Ask for a Petty 


*' product. For information, 
a team in the 1975 Baja Inter- write: Preston Petty 


my bike? Also, what do you think nationale, 1975 Mexi- RM RHET 
about reed valves and is there one can 1000, 1976 Par- 403 N. Main St. 


: AS ker 400, 1976 Mint Newberg, 
available for my biker 400 and the 1976 Oregon 97132 
Eric Jones Baja Internationale. ^ 

Huffman, Texas They have also won © 


gold medals two years ina 


Circle Number 34 on pg. 86 


Baja photo by Chet Hyberger Trask pho 


It’s not necessary to have a larger 
displacement machine to improve 
your trials ability. Your little Cota 
should be all you need, provided it’s 
in top condition. Someone your size 
needs a three-quarter-size bike like 
the 123 Cota or the 125 Sherpa. A 
250 or larger bike is not only more 
powerful and heavier, it’s also taller. 
When you can reach the ground 
with room to spare then it’s time for 
a big bike. 

Generally, the larger the machine 
the more predictable the power is. 
But there’s so much more of it that 
you have three gears to get in trouble 
with instead of one. Check to see if Canoga Park, Calif. 91303 
Montesa has a bolt-on 175 cylinder (213) 346-0900 


and head. In the long run a new Bae Ss Sees 


bore and piston for your 123 may be 


the best bet. 
SHOEI’S DISTINCTIVE S-20 


Circle Number 31 on pg. 86 SS EI E ee Sees 
YAMAHA 


Genuine Yamaha Parts! 


Shipped The Same Day 
Order Is Received 


All models in stock and ready for 
delivery. 


Complete line of MX, Trials, Desert and 
TT equipment. 


Parts and accessories. 
Quick/fast Mail-Order anywhere. 
Complete machine shop service. 


SEND $1.00 FOR NEW 1976 
Accessory Catalog, Plus Yamaha 
Sticker 


Send $1.00 for catalog and decal. 


STEVE'S 
BULTACO 
y 


7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 
(213)780-6300 (213)994-7468 CAJ 


INTERNATIONAL M/C, INC. 
7233 Canoga Ave., 


Circle Number 32 on Pg. 86 


As for reed valves, I don't know of 
a single top rider using one. Instead 
of spending your money on 
modifications, spend it on new tires, 
new shocks and gas to practice. 


Hang in there. Fe 
A lightweight fiberglass 
TERRYKIT helmet engineered with 
THE FRONTEND DAMPENING || ultra modern good looks. 
UNIT FOR THE SERIOUS Visor and flip-up shield in 
COMPETITOR one unit. Front opening 
FOR USE WITH AIR OR SPRING large enough for most 


GIVES LONGER TRAVEL AND 
glasses and goggles. 
IMPROVED DAMPENING 
KITS AVAILABLE FOR MOST RACING Meets or exceeds all state 


BIKES and federal safety 
OUR GUARANTEE: MONEY BACK IF standards. 
NOT SATISFIED WITH DAMPENING 


CHARACTERISTICS WITHIN 90 DAYS 
WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE 
TERRYCABLE 


P.O. Box 1321 Hesperia, California 92345 1717 PONTIUS STREET 


(714) 247-2646 En ineered for Safety - Designed for Style! 
Out of State Call Toll Free (800) 854-4691 LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90025 z : 4 y 


Circle Number 29 on pg. 86 
Circle Number 30 on pg. 86 
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Enduro 
Trophy 
| Time! 


Amazing new electronic digital 
instruments tell you exactly where 
you should be during every second 
of the enduro. EASY TO READ. 
EASY TO OPERATE. 


Whether you're an absolute beginner or oil enduro veteran, Digitronics’ new 
state-of-the-art Chrono-Computer and Chrono-Tron can help place you among the trophy 
winners every time! Big bright numbers shine through dust and rain — on any type of road. 
Controls are designed for "gloves on’’ operation — no dust covers or thumb wheels to worry 
about. Both instruments help you to concentrate on riding! 

The Chrono-Computer instantly calculates time, speed, and distance factors to give you precise 
pacing odometer read-outs to compare with your cycle odometer (the photo example shows 
12.58 miles). You can always clearly see when to speed up or slow down. You can also clearly 
see the exact average speed you ve dialed in (15 MPH in the photo example). Speed changes 
can be dialed in quickly, and the ‘‘hold’’ switch freezes the read-out during planned stops. 
Standard calibration 6-36 MPH in 1 MPH increments; special calibrations available at no extra 
charge. 

The Chrono-Tron computes elapsed time in 1 second intervals from zero to 59 minutes, 59 
seconds . . . with an automatic roll-over to zero and continuing.count. Fast rate switch gives 
rapid (1 minute per second) setting of key time starts which are not on the hour, and "hold" 
Switch freezes read-out at exact key time start. Quick zero re-set. Big bright minutes and 
seconds numbers separated for maximum clarity. | cLuBs & AMA DISTRICTS — Our: 
Look at these great features: As more 


250 WRAP-UP 

Continued from page 77 

Texas I didn't have to win, and 
besides, I got to meet a lot of new 
people I'd never known before at the 
back of the pack!" 

Almost ironically, the best racing 
in the whole Series occurred at 
Southwick, the final event which 
Jimmy didn't show up at because of 
his broken knee. While Tony once 
again floundered in the back of the 
pack bécause of getoffs and so-so 
starts, European stars Pierre Kars- 
makers and Brad Lackey diced it out 
with Yamaha's young hotshoe Bob 
Hannah before Bob experienced 
shock fade problems with his mono- 
shocker. "Hurricane" Hannah had 
shown flashes of brilliance through- 
out the 250cc Series when he wasn't 
off winning 125cc Nationals, and 
had even blasted down both the 
Jammer and Tony D. at the Keysers 
Ridge 250cc National. Kent Hower- 
ton also put in an impressive ride for 
the day at Southwick along with 
Husky teammate Brad Lackey, but 
it was Pierre on the new works RC 
Honda with laydown rear suspen- 
sion who capped the day's overall 


e READABLE vm Super-large liquid crystal readout e PORTABLE — Completely self-contained. No wires victory as Tony D. worked up to 
featuring *'» " numbers. Extra bright in sunlight. plugs or cords. Fits easily in pocket . 
e RELIABLE — 10096 solid-state electronics. Liquid e SECURE — Factory supplied mounting kit holds second overall from his poor starts. 
oyara] uM Abasolutely no mechanical parts to instrument securely. regardless of terrain It was an exciting day of racing all 
: e R ED — a sistant weathe! 7 P 1 
e COMPACT — Approximately 3 x 5 x 1 in size. Uses seen acid irr a wi round, and perhaps a harbinger of 
one miniature 9 volt transistor radio battery with e ATTRACTIVE — Deluxe leather-grained black finish even better racing to come in the 


minimum 25 hour capacity. (Factory supplied.) e GUARANTEED 
and labor 
Digitronics, Inc. 4029 Westerly Place e Newport Beach, CA. «92660 (714) 752-8105 
D E NEM NE NEM NM UM IM MM MI UN M NM NM NM M M 
AT YOUR DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT 


CALL TOLL FREE (800) 854-3580 (In Calif. (714) 752-8105 ) or MAIL COUPON 


— Full 6 month guarantee covering parts 


500cc National Championships. 


1976 AMA 250CC NATIONAL 
MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


E a RESULTS 
e Please rush me ___ (qty) for Chrono-Computer pacer(s); (qty) Chrono-Tron timer(s) @ j 
o : . pl : tage, insuran nd handling (Calif. res. % tax)... Hangtown, California, April 4: 1. Jimmy Ellis (1,2 
= H au] um 1 "eM BS $2.50) Tor postag eq a 9 ( air OPE EGER a C-A; 2. Jimmy Weinert (3,1) Kaw; 3. Tony 
5 Soe ii y DiStefano (2,3) Suz; 4. Rick Burgett (4,4) Yam; 5. 
g E BankAmericard O Master Charge, Bank # __ Exp. date I UUN Steve Stackable (5,6) Suz. 
E Phoenix, Arizona, April 11: 1. Jimmy Weinert 
ca Signature Name 国 (1,1) Kaw; 2. Tony DiStefano (2,3) Suz; 3. Steve 
3 Stackable (5,5) Suz; 4. Rich Eierstedt (3,7) Hon; 
E ACCROSS see cce md ee ET State Zip ZEN. 5. Kent Howerton (7,6) Hus. 
o " " 
= Houston, Texas, April 25: 1. Tony DiStefano 
9 Go ell MOM o lo Wr Ae lee NERO (1,1) Suz; 2. Marty Smith (3,2). Hon; 3. Bob 


Hannah (4,3) Yam; 4. Kent Howerton (6,6) Hus; 
5. Rick Burgett (8,10) Yam. 

Forsyth, Georgia, May 2: 1. Jimmy Weinert (1,2) 
Kaw; 2. Steve Stackable (2,3) Suz; 3. Tony 


DiStefano (6,1) Suz; 4. Rich Eierstedt (3,4) Hon; 
5. Gary Semics (4,6) Kaw. 


Please attach, in this space, the label from a 
recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


Use this form to 
notify us at least 
six weeks before 
you move. 


Keysers Ridge, Maryland, May 16: 1. Bob Hannah 
(2,1) Yam; 2. Jimmy Weinert (1,2) Yam; 3. Steve 
Stackable (5,4) Suz; 4. Jimmy Ellis (3,6) C-A, 5. 
Tony DiStefano (11,3) Suz. 


Allentown, Pennsylvania, May 23: 1. Jimmy 
Weinert (2,1) Kaw; 2. Tony DiStefano (1,2) Suz; 
3. Gary Semics (3,4) Kaw; 4. Rick Burgett (4,6) 
Yam; 5. Steve Stackable (10,3) Suz. 


Southwick, Massachusetts, June 6: 1. Pierre 
Karsmakers (1,1) Hon; 2. Tony DiStefano (4,2) 
Suz; 3. Brad Lackey (2,4) Hus; 4. Kent Howerton 
(5,3) Hus; 5. Bob Hannah (3,5) Yam. 


Final 250cc National Point Standings: 1. Tony 
DiStefano; 2. Jimmy Weinert; 3. Steve 
Stackable; 4. Kent Howerton; 5. Gary Semics; 6. 
Bob Hannah; 7. Rick Burgett; 8. Jimmy Ellis; 9. 
Gaylon Mosier; 10. Rich Eierstedt. 


Mail to: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
Subscription Dept. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NEW ADDRESS: 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 
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MONTESA 360 
Continued from page 66 


A top view shows the wide rear end of 
the tank, the re-bent brake pedal, 
obtrusive kickstart pedal, the wide shift 
lever, slippery pegs and exhaust pipe 
that hits your left heel. 


A wide hump at the rear of the 
tank can provide more pain than the 
worst deviant ever imagined, 
especially in conjunction with the 
slippery pegs. 

Just above the  countershaft 
sprocket there is a vent hole for the 
transmission which is wide-open to 
the elements. 

We liked the grips. 

Thankfully, the plastic throttle 
has been discarded in favor of a less 
dangerous aluminum one. 

Because of its bend, the front 
brake lever is too far from the bars, 
making it hard to use. 

Along with the previous griev- 
ances concerning the exhaust pipe, it 
also burns the clutch cable. 


ALL TOGETHER NOW 

There are at least a couple of 
motorcycles which have passed 
through the DIRT BIKE starting 
gate which we have described as 
having the proper pieces, but suffer- 
ing from internal revolution. They 
just aren't that happy together. The 
360 VA is another one to add to the 
list. In stock form, the big VA takes 
three hands, perfect reactions and 
nerves of steel to get you around the 
course. If you've spent any time at 
all on a number of other stock bikes, 
you won't even want to bother. It 
takes gearing, shocks and tires to 
make it more than pure excitement. 

Unless you're already sold on 
Montesas and have a very good 
dealer close by, we wouldn't 
recommend the VA. There are many 
bikes around for a similar price with 
similar motor performance that 
provide the added bonuses of 
sorted-out suspension and handling, 
an out-of-the-way pipe, overall good 
feel, versatility, better brakes, less 
things to fix, etc... e 
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MC DEL CARS - 


AUTO REPORTS "^ 


ORDER TODAY MAGAZINE 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA. 91316 
Only $1.50, plus 50c 
postage and handling for Name 
each copy ordered. Address 
Make checks payable to Ci 
Hi-Torque Publications. ity 


Hey guys, 


| live in 
town or city 


my local dealer, 


dealer name and address 


Please get these guys on the ball! 


Send to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, Calif. 91436 
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SOCCER 


CORNER 
SOCCER CORNER SCORES WITH COVERAGE OF THE BIG 
GAMES.. . . INTERVIEWS WITH TOP PLAYERS, A LOOK AT 
THE PROS, COLLEGE AND AMATEUR TEAMS. 


INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER 
$5.00 for 8 Issues 


Offer expires December 15, 1976 


Regular price 
$6.50 for 8 Issues 


SOCCER CORNER 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Canadian subscriptions add $1.00 per year for additional 
postage & handling, other foreign add $2.00 per year. 


Name 
Address 
City 

State 


OB BENCHWARMERS: 


LOOUN IUIS 


MAGAZINE 


BACK 
ISSUES 


How to Pass / 


PUCH 175 ISDT 
Shoulder Pad Shoot-Out 
«Install a Heli Coil 
‘Trans-Ama 
DB Insurance 
| Pursáng Fix-up 
400MX 


Back Issues Dept. AR 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


Circle desired i issues. 
Enclose $1.00 plus 50 cents postag 
and handling for each copy ordered. 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STAT Ess ZIPS 


ets 
Facts on Forwat "Shocks 
Winte E 


oul wn Suspension Covers 


Tank Mounting : 
Chain Lube Shootout- 
500cc World'Champ Shootout 
d Bench: Racing Champs” : 
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YZ175C YAMAHA 
Continued from page 60 
them away yourself. 

Bridgestone and Dunlop make a 
good combination if there is 
traction. 

Spokes are treacherous because 
they are unpredictable. 

Fenders and side panels are high- 
quality plastic. Didn't crack. 

What your arms hang onto make 
for heap-big discrepancies. Handle- 
bars are atrociously wide. Saw off a 
couple of inches. Handgrips are 
marginal. Throttle is excellent, 
levers are the same and include the 
dust covers in that rating. 

Our exhaust pipe leaked black 
ooze from midway in the stinger. 
Further toward the cylinder on that 
pipe there is a bulge. It will burn 
your left leg when you slide forward 
on the seat. 

Fuzzy air cleaners are fuzzy. That 
stuff comes off on your hands when 
you wash the air cleaner. (By the 
way, if you're counting, that's the 
97th time weve made that 
complaint.) 

Front brake is excellent, absolute- 
ly, and the rear works its way from 
awful to average as the brake shoes 
wear in. 

Seat is light and comfy, the gas 
tank is light and allows the rider to 
move around. 

Allin all, the YZ is comfortable to 
ride and is of average height by 
today’s high standards. 


OUR DILEMMA’S END 

If we forget for the moment that 
this bike has-not found its niche in 
the racing world’s classification, 
then it is easy to summarize. 
Compared to the other competitive 
175s, it is right in the forefront. It is 
as fast and handles as well as the 
best. Quality of the metal used in the 
frame is not first-rate. The frame 
bends easily. But the YZ also costs a 
bit less than the European competi- 
tion. Six of one... 

Quality on the rest of the bike is 
very good. Everything works well 
and lasts. 

But now we're back in the real 
world. And back here we find that 
the local track does not run 175s. 
Maybe you don't care. If not, then 
keep the Yamaha in mind as an 
excellent high-speed play-racer or 
cross-country bike. 

As for us, we believe MX bikes 
should be raced in MX. But that's 
our dilemma. 0 


DIRT BIKE 


m ne — Be a Winner with 
Ta us Outstanding Cycle Accessories 


A Sa gi from PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


FLYWHEEL PULLERS 
; GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


A flywheel puller— guaranteed . for 
life— with a heat-treated center bolt. 
Order yours today and never be 
plagued with breakage again. 


$g% 


LONG-WEARING 
PIGSKIN GLOVES 


Extruded rubber knuckle and 


PERS ONALIZED WATCH 


Your face hand painted 
on the.dial. Send black 
and white or color photo. 


WHATA 
SUPER 
GIFT IDEA! 


DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


thumb protection. Seamless Have your caricature with your type of bike on a sturdy watch. Eight 
thumb for comfort. Sandstone illustrations to choose from. 
color. Sizes small, medium, A. 1yr. service warranty. $19.95 
'^.. large and X-large. B. 17jewel shock and water resistant. Gold tone case $39.95 
j with stainless steel back. Two-year service 
$6 95 PR warranty. 
C. 17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. $44.95 


Sil ith stainl | back. 
HYDRON-COATED GOGGLES TRESORA eo rx 
New coating of Miracle Plastic jei ji ç ti 2 ; F 


Hydron prevents fogging. Adjust- 
able strap fits everyone. 


No. 70 $69% Tough durable binders for those dog-eared, 
No. 90 $995 priceless old back issues of Dirt Bike and 
(wide angle) Motocross Action Magazines. A rich finish 


with the name of the magazine embossed in 
gold on the front and on the spine. 


STICKIES 


Now you can show ‘em 
where the action is! Put your 
Dirt Bike or Motocross Stickie 
on your gas tank, helmet or 
any unusual place that will make you stand out. Both stickies are 
3-5/8x2-7/8". Only a mere 25 cents each, five for a buck, 
1,000 for $250, 10,000 for? 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. P.0. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRECT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 


ORDER YOURS TODAY ... 
DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAGAZINE BINDERS, 
) very impressive on your desk or 
in your bookcase. 


ORDER NOW! $645 each 


n NAME. WATCH [] Include Photo 
ADDRESS. Indicate: Hair Color Eye Color 
CLT Cow: SESS TATE Ee > ee ZIP. Name on Watch —_____________ Complexion 
POSTERS 
O $1.50 each plus 50g for postage and handling EUREN een ee ee $1995 Watches) 
DJ $5.00 for —4-— plus 50g for postage and handling aen ed RACER B, $39.95 Watch (es) 
URO BIKE STREET BIKE 
BINDERS [ ] PIGSKIN GLOVES [ ] D MINI BIKE OCAFE RACER! > S E US. Watch (es) 
D DIRT BIKE Indicate quantity Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. Be sure to 
DMOTOCROSS ACTION ——________ pair(s) and size(s) indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 
$6.45 plus $1.00 postage $6.95 plus 50g postage and handling 
for each binder ordered. for each pair ordered. FLYWHEEL PULLER $8.95 plus 50g postage and handling. 
GOGGLES [ ] Modele. rene. i ee I Gf 
[] 470 $6.95 STICKIES [ ] 25¢ each, 5 for a buck. 门 Yamaha [C Hodaka Puch Sachs 
C #90 (wide angle) $9.95 O DIRT BIKE Suzuki [3 Ossa ODKW Bultaco 
$1.00 for postaae and handlina. O MOTOCROSS ACTION 2 Husky (Penton 
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ASK THE EXPERT 


SAVE SERGE iano. cote ea into proper 


perspective. 


OF The Honda set a whole new level 
X% E E D of performance in their twin- 
ThE cylinder, four-stroke engine. At that 


time, around 1960, it was unheard 


IS H ERE! of to have a production motorcycle 
turning 11,000 rpm right out of the 


And all you dirt riders will crate. Like, Honda had a 16% 


learn much from our 16 horsepower 125 twin where the next 

thorough and accurate tests, | | best thing put out less than ten 

performed by expert riders — horsepower. Their engineering ex- 

creating an overview of pertise set new levels of performance 

competition, enduro, and trial that took them to the top in road 

machines for the dirt. racing for a number of years. Many 

dealers of English and American 

ITS A DIRT RIDING MUST!!! motorcycles resented the Honda, 

and later Yamaha, sales successes, 

ORDER TODAY but soon they found that those same 

EE LED UEM DES Gp LES END GEM] EEG DS END DEED DENS ENS DENS M RED BE EEMD GNE) END LED DEZ NES ES IE LEES EDD ZEND ENG ID EXMO new Honda riders were buying the 

Beats larger displacement English ma- 

ONLY $1.50 chines and even Harleys. They soon 

"ES : changed from enemies to allies. The 

Ruhe io "oed m CE gach^opy procede Make ciecks British and the Americans enjoyed a 

monopoly in the large machine 

DIRT BIKE TESTS NAME market for the better part of ten 

= o. Bo ADDRESS years before the Japanese finally 
Basing CA 91316 CITY started to build the big "uns. 

: STATE In the summer of 1960, I went to 


England and raced a motocross 
riding one of Dave Bickers’ Greeves. 
Dave was then the current European 
champion. When I got back I was 
really stoked about international 


T H E 1 9? 2: competition and moreover, moto- 


cross in general. At that time there 
were just a few good Yank riders 

JONR / / who had gone to Europe to compete, 
such as Bud Ekins, Vern Hancock 
(who now works for Bell Helmets), 

Walt Axhelm and a few others. All 

of them were suitably impressed 

CALENDAR with the Europeans. During that 
period the AMA had no interest in 

IS ALR EA DY international motorcycle racing and 
did not wish to become a part of the 

H E 'R E FIM. As a consequence, Bill France 

got an FIM sanction administered 
AND WAI TIN: G under a club by the name of United 
: States Motorcycle Club. They had an 

F OR YOU international road race at Willow 

! Springs, California. The current 

TO GRAB I T UP è World Champion, Mike Hailwood, 
and Patty Driver, came over and 


showed a few Yanks the shortest way 
around that race course. That 


Make check payable to HI TORQUE 06-10 


Si LOM AR spurred a bit more interest, in road 


With 12 ACTION, FULL COLOR 
MONTHS, plus features like 
CHAMPS OF YESTERYEAR, 
BENCH RACING, and more, it’s 
a bargain at only $1.50, plus 50c 
postage and handling for each 
copy ordered. ORDER TODAY. 
AND REMEMBER A FRIEND 
— THEY MAKE SUPER GIFTS. 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 racing at least, from the interna- 

: : tional standpoint. I participated in 
M TU DES some of those USMC events and 
ADDRESS... ————————————— | | promptly got kicked out of the AMA 
CID gi e ec Se for an indefinite period of time. 
STATE Back then, the AMA dealt with an 


~ 
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Add $.50 for shipping. 
over $25.00 we pay shipping 


ENCLOSED IS Check [_] Money Order C] 


for total $ 
NAME 


STREET. 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


A. CHAPELLE MX GLOVES — Durable soft calfskin leather, <Il nylon 
outside stitching, soft cushioning neopreme backing, elastic wrist, double 
stitched piece of leather added to thumb joint to increase life & comfort. 
Sm, Med, Lg Xlg.......- LE aaa ae eae cies 2529. wen. $8.98 
B. RIDER WEAR GLOVE — Combination inside and outside sewn for 
lasting durability, high quality calf skin. Adjustable wrist band and elastic on 
back of wrist to secure tight fit, nylon stitched durable neopremebacking, no 
palm seams to cause blisterinng. Sm, Med, Lg Xlg............ .. $8.95 
C. BELTS — The finest ssddlo leather available, joined by saddle stitching, 
sizes 28-38 . sessen... $5.95 
D. VISOR — Made from tough saddle leather, hand tooled and hand stained. 
One size all. Available with Japanese logos & Harley logo or with a hand 
painted brim oa $3.95 
E. STROKER — Soft leather top and a saddle leather brim, hand tooled and 
hand stained in an antique finish. Available with Japanese bike logos & 
Harley logo. Sm, Med, Lg, XLg ........ Sas eder 
F. MX FACE GUARD — Comfortable protection from flying rocks, mud or 
troo branches when Enduro ridi Tough unbreakable plastic comes 
complete for installation ++ $4.95 
G. LEATHER TOOL BAG — Made from tough saddle leather hand saddlo 
stitching for durability, no rivets. Bag is easy to mount on bike handlebars , 
downtubes, wherever S acsee eass cece cece teeter e eee ceee $8.95 
H. WINCHESTER HAT — Made from the best saddle leather a ble. This 
hat is made entirely by hand. It is hand stitched, handsomely hand tooled, 
hand laced and hand stained in antique finsih, Made to last a lifetime. Sm, 
Med, Lg; XLgií- «sedit inr we OT ATOA . 
1, RIDER WEAR HELMET — Hand-lami fiberglass carries 

all approvals for street or professional competition. Available in magnum 
silver, white and. competition orange. Sm, Med, Lg, & XLg........ $19.95 
J. DUCK BILLS — Quality plastic, with adjustable snaps to fit helmet. 
Available in black, white and orange ..........2.2- 2 eee cece eee $1.60 
K. MOUTH GUARDS -— Quality plastic, comes snaps and fastening 

L. MX GOGGLES — This corrar copy has all the features at less than half the 
cost. Adjustable top vents, soft foam to face, tri color adjustable strap, 
bottom exhaust for no fog . asia, ‘4 $4.95 
M. LIGHT WEIGHT MOTOC! nside sewn, padding zipper 
leg, built in belt and buckle, colorful two tone racing stripe. Kids' waist sizes 
are 22-24-26 ..... . 


Standard bike logos available. Elastic bottom to secure perfect fit. 
Available in color combination red/white, green/white, blue/white, 
gold/white and black/gold. Size Sm, Med & Lg Xlg.. ......... s... $4.95 
O. RACING JERSEY — Nylon vented with double reinforced elbows. All 
Standard bike logos. Available in color combinations red/white, Blue/white, 
groen/whito, gold/white, blue/gold, silvor/black, black/gold. Sizes Sm, Med, 
Eg Eos ore residue aimer (roi a [UI PIE E od odore 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED yde 2 I^ 


PO BOX 484 LAREDO TEXAS 78040 512 722 5652 


Ar Size ee 


dicate| |B, Size 
Lc. Size. Logo. 


Sizerd|n|D. Logon = ES AR eat cU 


E. Size — — — Logo. 


color, 一 一- -一 
Be a ee ee as 
logo Color. 
er Na 
where LIK. 


— € ——M————— QM 
一 一 一 一 
. Size, 
N. Size — ——Logo Color, 
O. Size — —Logo.— Color. 
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ASK THE EXPERT 
Continued from page 84 
iron hand. 

In 1961 Honda tried to place an 
ad in the AMA newspaper. They got 
a letter back stating that they were 
not an American manufacturer and 
they could not advertise in the AMA 
newspaper. Things have changed a 
great deal since those days. 

In early 1962, Stu Peters and Paul 
Hunt went to Europe and raced 
motocross for about two and a half 
years. When they got back there was 


J, 
It’s simple and fast! 


Here’s how it works: 


KG (1) Print or type your name, address, city and state on the coupon 
below. 


(2) Circle the code number on the coupon (please limit to 6 
R EA D E R numbers) which corresponds to the number at the bottom of the 
ad on the page where the advertisement appears. Literature and 


SERVICE the name of your nearest dealer will be sent directly and 


automatically from the advertiser. 
D E PT. (3) Place coupon in your own envelope. Enclose 25 cents to cover 


cost of postage and handling (please wrap the coin in paper — a group of us who had ridden 
not in tape) and mail to: 


D6-10 motocross, such as Walt Axhelm, 

Bee Eerie: , ae Lloyd Lingelbach, Stu, Paul, myself 
P.O. Box 317 Address and a few others, who had started a 
Encino, California 91316 City motocross-dedicated club called the 


(Allow 6 to 8 weeks for processing.) State CMOS BE ME Sle de CUL ee y 


In order to continue making DIRT BIKE the 
kind of magazine you want to read, we'd like 
your help by answering the following 
questions (circle the letter next to your 
answer): 


7. AGE GROUP 
a) a) Under 16 

b) 16-20 

c) 21-25 

d) 26-30 

e) 31-40 

f) 41and over 


. ANNUAL INCOME 
Under $10,000 
$10,000-$14,999 
$15,000-$19,999 
$20,000 or more 


. DO YOU OWN A MOTORCYCLE? 
Yes 
No 


. IFYES, HOW MANY? 


. WHAT MAKES DO YOU OWN? 

Honda 
Yamaha 
Suzuki 
Kawasaki 
Bultaco 
Montesa 
Ossa 
Maico 
Triumph 
Can-Am 
Harley-Davidson 
Rokon 

m) Hodaka 

n) Penton/KTM 

p) Husqvarna 

p) other 


6. WHY TYPE OF BIKES DO YOU 
OWN? 

a) trail/enduro 

b) motocross 

c) street/trial 

d) trials 

e) flat-track 

f) speedway 


7. DO YOU COMPETE IN 
ORGANIZED COMPETITION? IF 
SO, WHICH TYPE? 

a) motocross 

b) enduros 

c) trials 

d) flat-track 

e) speedway 


8. DO YOU PLAN TO BUY A NEW 
BIKE WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR? 
a) yes 

b) no 


9. IF"YES", WHAT MAKE DO YOU 


PLAN TO BUY? 


70. HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU 
PLAN TO SPEND ON ACCESSORIES 
FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR BIKE 
THIS YEAR? 
a) $0-$25 
b) $25-50 
c) $50-$100 
d) $100-$200 
e) $200-$400 
f) $400 and over 
11. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE TYPES 
OF ARTICLES INTEREST YOU THE 
MOST? 
a) competition 
b) technical 
new bike tests 
personality features 
product evaluations 
other 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 


12. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE 
MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINES DO 
YOU READ MOST OFTEN? 

Dirt Bike 3 

Motocross Action insert letter) 

Cycle dst 

Cycle World 2nd 

Cycle Guide 3rd 

Popular Cycling 

other 5th 


interested in riding and nobody 
actually wanted to throw the events. 
Stu elected to stick with it and has 
now built the CMC into a highly 
successful competition organization. 
Russ Cooley was also holding events 
under the name ACA. It had some 
successful motocrosses as well, but 
primarily started as a road racing 
organization. Then, when Ed Dye 
brought over the first Europeans, 
which you have all read about, he 
worked with Wes Cooley to promote 
a number of these events. These boys 
finally got it going. They made 
enough money to get the AMA’s 
attention and show them that inter- 
national motorcycle racing may be 
the way to go. Even better yet, there 
could be some money in it for them. 

Toward the end of 1969 the 
AMA’s interest in the international 
scene increased greatly and has 
finally developed into what we have 
today. America is an integral part of 
the international racing scene, as it 
should have been for many years 
past. 

Many of the things we take for 
granted today, such as high- 
performance Japanese motocross 
machinery and international com- 
petition, were really long, hard rows 
to hoe. I’m sure we are all thankful 
for it now, but unfortunately, there 
was quite a bit of effort involved to 
bring it about. 

Now then, let’s see who is going to 
be the first Yank World Champion. 
Got any bets? At least it’s getting 
closer all the time. How about 
Bimbo, or Bad Brad, or the Bionic 
Boy? Any one of them could do it, 
among others. Happy wheelies, until 
next month when I will go back to 
the normal Q&A. o 


DIRT BIKE 


DAN HANGSLEBEN, formerly the D of DG Performance and associate 
of T & M Engineering and the builder of Danny Turner’s National #3 
CR 125, has moved to the midwest to bring you the best in high per- 
formance Motocross parts and accessories. Here are just a few. 


SEND $1.00 FOR DAN’S NEW 60 PAGE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES CATALOG. 


ge 


engineering 


SWING 
ARMS 


YAMAHA 


4001 CR-125 (74 & 75) 
4002 CR-125 M76 

4003 CR-250M 

4004 CR-250 M1 & M76 
4005 MR-175 


YAMAHA 
4050 YZ-125 & 125 mx 


MAGNESIUM 
4051 YZ-125 Mono 
4052 YZ-250 Mono 
4053 YZ-400 Mono 
4054 YZ-80 


SUZUKI 

4075 TM-100 
4076 RM-100 
4077 TM-125 
4078 RM-125 
4079 TM-250 
4080 RM-250 
4081 TM-400 
4082 RM-370 


KAWASAKI 

4090 KX-125 

4091 KX-250 (75 & 76) 
4092 KX-400 


MX FORK BOOTS 


T&M 
Specify Red, Yellow or Black 
XR-75, YZ-80 & Most Mini Bikes 
Most 100 & 125's 
Most Long Travel 250's 


Specify Red or Yellow 8.95 


FORK LEG 
PROTECTOR 


Available in Red, Yellow and Black 
$1.95 pair (Includes Tie Raps) 


RADIAL HEADS 


YZ-80C Radial Head 


HONDA 

3800 CR-100 
3801 CR-125 M76 
3802 CR-125 M76 
4000 CR-250M 
4001 CR-250 M1 
4002 CR-250 M76 
j 4003 MR-250 


YAMAHA 

3849 YZ-80C 

3850 YZ-100C 

3851 YZ-125 & 125mx 
3852 YZ-125 Monoshock 
4025 YZ-250 Monoshock 
4026 YZ-400 Monoshock 


SUZUKI 

3875 TM-100 
3876 RM-100 
3877 TM-125 
3878 RM-125 
4050 RM-250 
4052 RM-370 


KAWASAKI 

3890 KX-125 

4075 KX-250 (75 & 76) 
4076 KX-400 (75 & 76) 


49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
64.95 
64.95 
64.95 
64.95 


49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
64.95 
64.95 


49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
64.95 
64.95 


49.95 
64.95 
64.95 


T&M PIPES 


Specify Model 


Y Z-80C Highpipe 
Price $42.50 


s Price $52.95 
CR-125 Pro Downpipe 


Price $59.95 
YZ-125 Snakepipe as 


520 CHAIN & 
SPROCKET KIT 


HONDA 
CR 125 
CR 125 M2 


YAMAHA 
42.95 YZC 
42.95 


SUZUKI 
RM 125/100 42.95 
Sprockets Only 25.95 Chain Only 


y Se 
NS 
as MACHINE ESCO 


CR-125 M2 
BOLT-ON ENGINE 


Kit includes FMF-jetted 34mm Mikuni carb, 
manifold, airboot, carburetor clamps, and 
CR 125 ''Pro'' low pipe exhaust system for 
improved high-RPM power and boosted 
low-end torque. FMF Porcupine head pro- 
vides increased cooling surface to prevent 
engine overheating. Special hi-compression 
combustion chamber improves scavenging of 
exhaust gases. 

Available for 1976 CR 125 M2 only. 


‘76 CR 125 M2 Part No. Price $176.75 
126-120 


Porcupine a FS 
HEADS q f 
Available For: ac 


SUZUKI 
TM 125 
RM 100 
RM 125 
RM 125A 


YAMAHA 
YZC 100 
YZC 125 
YZ 125 


HONDA 
56.95 CR 100 
58.95 CR 125 
58.95 CR 125 M2 
58.95 


59.95 MX 100 
59.95 YZ 125 X 
59.95 YZ 80 


56.95 
58.95 
58.95 


HONDA 
GAS 
TANK 


Honda RC replica PLASTIC gas tank. 
Utilizes stock mounting. 
Price $42.95 


Available in Red, White, Silver & Orange 


PERFORMANCE 
DISTRIBUTING, INC. 


Air-Oil Suspension 
FORK CONVERSION 


Qe 
d 


HONDA 

'"74 CR 125 
XL & SL 100 & 125 
'74 - '75 MT 125 
'75 CR 125M 

"75 MR 175 

‘75 TL 250 

'73 & '74 CR 250 
'72-'75 XL 250 & 350 
'75 CR 250 M1 
‘72-'75 XR 75 

'76 CR 125 M2 


YAMAHA 

'75 YZC 100 & 125 

'68- 76 M/X & YZ 250 
'68-76 M/X & YZ 360 
400 & 500 


Part No. Price 
124-501 14.95 
129-501 14.95 
125-502 14.95 
129-502 10.95 
135-502 10.95 
135-503 10.95 
134-503 14.95 
139-503 14.95 
135-504 9.95 
119-505 13.95 
126-506 10.95 


299-505 14.95 
239-505 14.95 


249-505 14.95 
'74- 75 MIX 100 215-507 14.95 
'74- 75 MIX 125 & YZ 125 225-507 14.95 
Chay AT 1.07 129, ST.345, 

OT 175, 175 Trails 299-507 14.95 
YZ 80, DT 80, 80 Trails, 
DT 90 Enduro 

YZC 80 

SUZUKI 

RM 125, 250 & 370 

TM 250 & TM 400 

TM 100 & 125, TS 185 

All Betor Forks 

All CZ Forks 


219-507 14.95 
216-508 14.95 


325-506 14.95 
339-506 15.95 
329-506 15.95 
939-509 15.95 
039-510 15.95 


PRINGS 


eS gum 
. sss 


Heavy Duty Clutch Springs 
YZ-80C 5.95 
YZ-125 5:95 
CR-125 5.95 


Price $89.95 


Available in waist sizes 

30, 32, 34, 36. Pants come in five styles: 
Mikkola—Red, white, blue 

Husquarna— Blue, yellow 
Maico-Bultaco— Red, black, yellow 
Yamaha-Suzuki— Yellow, white, black 


Specify size and color of style when ordering. 


Hi-Point 
Motocross 
BOOTS 


Price $75.95 


Available in sizes: 
Size 8 
Size 8v; 
Size 9 
Size 9v» 
Size 10 
Size 10v? 


MX GLOVES 


Size 5 
Size 5% 
Size 6 
Size 6% 
Size 7 
Size 7% 


Size 11 
Size 11% 
Size 12 
Size 12% 
Size 13 
Size 13% 


Specify size 


Model Mode 
'"Wolsink'' 28.85 ''Mikkola'' 
"Champions'' 28.85 ''American'" 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


TOLL FREE (Outside MN) 800-328-2991 


Burnsville, MN 55337 


1059 Cliff Rd. e 


ORDER 
DIRECT 


Minnesota Residents' Phone: 612-890-5541 


ALL NEW! 


COMPLETELY 
SAFE! 


AUTOMOBILE/MOTORCYCLE 
ANTI-THEFT DEVICE 


Not an alarm, the SURE-SAFE Anti- 
Theft System stops theft after it has 
already begun! When the SURE-SAFE 
System has been activated, your car or 
bike will run for only 20 seconds before 
automatically shutting itself off. Once 
shut-off, the vehicle will not start again 
until SURE-SAFE has been turned off. 
This leaves the would-be thief stalled, 
stranded in the open, exposed to the 
suspicious eyes of police, the public or 
even yourself! 


The SURE-SAFE Anti Theft System... 


100% solid state 

Small and easily concealed 
Can be hidden anywhere 
on your car or bike 

Is easily installed in min- 
utes 

Fully guaranteed when 
used properly 


.BE SURE! BE SAFE! 
ORDER TODAY! 


Check model desired 


PRODUCT 
Anti-Theft Motor Cycle 
System, 12 Volt, 1 Coil 
Anti-Theft Motor Cycle 
System, 6 Volt, 1 Coil 
Anti-Theft Motor Cycle 
System, 12 Volt, 2 Coil 
Anti-Auto Theft Manual 
System 
Anti-Auto Theft Manual 
System with Horn 


California residents add 696 sales tax 


MODEL 
L] M12 


RETAIL 
$39.95 ea. 
O M14 $39.95 ea. 
O M16 $44.95 ea. 
[LJ] $12 $39.95 ea. 


O S14 $49.95 ea. 


SURE SAFE 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Amount enclosed 


Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 


Please charge to: 

(J Master Charge . Expiration date 
Acct. Number 

BankAmericard _ Expiration date 


Acct. Number 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for 


$2.00. 25c each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Mini- 
mum $10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 
words. No invoicing; payment must accom- 
Pany orders, including firms on account with 
display advertising. No commissions, 
frequency rates or discounts. Ads accepted on 
the condition that advertiser agrees to refund 
readers’ money promptly if shipment is de- 
layed and reader requests refund, or if mer- 
chandise is returned (in good condition in 
reasonable period of time). Display style ads 
permitted in classified section at display 
advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, 
California 91316. 


Box 317, Encino, 


LIQUID FILLED HEADS — advantages of 
water cooling without radiator and hoses. 
Increase power and engine life. Reduce 
sizing, plug fouling and fuel consumption. 
$129.00 each for most single-cylinder 
engines. To order or for information: LKD, 
54059 Burdette Rd., South Bend, Indiana 
46637. 


MINIATURE MOTORCYCLE BURGLAR 
ALARM blasts a loud electronic siren when 
motorcycle is moved. Adjustable to any 
movement, easy three-wire hook-up. 
Instructions, all hardware, switch and wire 
included ppd guaranteed. Send $35.00 for 
siren model (3 %’’x2’’) or send 19.95 for the 
same alarm except used motorcycle’s horn 
instead (1"x134"'). ALARM, 2622 Friendship 
Rd., Fallston, Maryland 21047. 


CANADIAN MOTORCYCLISTS. Now 
you can obtain the latest cycle accessories 
conveniently by mail order without all the 
hassle and expense of customs, duty, etc. 
from CYCLE ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED, 
your 100 percent Canadian accessory 
dealer. Send $1 for our catalog of values 
today. Box 175, Port Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 
3V7. 


TWO STROKE PORTING — Expert 
porting and polishing to your or our specs. 
Hundreds of satisfied customers — many 
AMA professionals. $50 and up per cylinder 
depending on work requested. Inquiries 
invited. Send cylinder, pistons, carb and 
instructions, prepaid, to: MOTORCYCLE 
PERFORMANCE CENTER, INC., 6116 
Madison Avenue, Berkeley, Missouri 63134; 
(314) 524-7686. 


OILFIELD OFFSHORE -— hundreds of 
employees earn $800 to $1500 a month. 
Send $5 for oilfield directory today. 
EDMONDS, Dept. DB, Box 7284, Metairie, 
Louisiana 70011. 


HUSKY * MAICO * KAWASAKI * BMW 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


*Shipped Within 24 Hours* 
C.O.D. * MASTER CHARGE * BANKAMERICARD 
D d MORAL Meu ret ROI EAM Id 


WEST 24364 San Fernando Rd. (805) 
CYCLES Newhall, CA 91321 255-1335 


Always Include Make, Model & Engine No. 


Circle Number 35 on pg: 86 
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Preston, Petty^. e. oec RS rete pate 
RV Van World. . 
Reader Service . 
Riderwealt recs este elato idoneis Hr ees 
Shoei! Safety Helmets mr. sa am onsen 
Steve's Bultaco 
Soccer Corner 


二 75379. 
Torsten: Hallman tsas : esee dn URGE Tent 33 
U.S. Suzuki 
Upper bal firs, S istos trc MEM 
Don Vesco 

Village Togs 
Billi Walters). 5.3. uctor care der INS 
West: Cuclesi d. eor e RETIRER ETE 
White Lightning 
Wrench Manual 


See your local dealer or write for free 
literature including latest road tests. 


Cooper Motors, 110-E. Santa Anita Ave., Burbank, CA 91502 
Maico Motorcycles Inc., 109 Electric Av., Lewistown, PA 17044 


HODAKA 


catalog 


5606 W. Manchester Blvd. 
Westchester, CA 90045 


S SKINNY. 

FAT TANK 
SYSTEMS TO 
FIT MOST DIRT: 
BIKES! SEND 50. 


FOR STICKER AND 

CATALOG OF PLAS- 

TIC TANKS USED BY. 
WINNING RIDERS. 


DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON.GROVE, CA. 92045 
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"That's me on the left with my Hodaka Super Rat. 
On tre Ugh is Charlie with-his Super Combat.” > 
> E rn, e. " i 
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"How Hodaka helped me lose 650 cc's 
es 


How? 

“Like a lot of 
people who get into 
cycling, I went the big 
bike route for a while. * 
Enjoyed that — until b ap k 
the novelty of beating © ^ 
sports cars away from * 
the stoplights wore off. Finally had ‘6 
admit to myself that for me, owning a big 
street machine just wasn’t worth the big 
investment in money and time. 

*Didn't know what to do after I 
sold that bike. Even thought about getting 
out of cycling altogether. 

“Then one day my buddy Charlie 
bought himself a new Hodaka 125 Super 
Combat dirt bike. I kidded him about 
getting a 125 because he’s pretty big. 
But he just smiled and told me, to try it out. 

“As%oon as I sat 
on the bike I knew it 
was different from 
other lightweights. 
| It felt different. Not 

heavy, but solid, like 
j a bigger bike. And 
Lati * when | put it in gear 
and took "A I thought the factory must 
have put a 250 engine in it by mistake! I 
never knew how great off-road riding 
could feel on a machine that really handles. 

"Well, the next day I went out and 
bought my own Hodaka — a 100 Super 
Rat. As far as I’m concerned, it's as close 
as you can get to pure fun. It's more hassle- 
free than I figured any bike could be. And 
at the prices they're selling for this month, 
I'd be crazy to have anything else! 

“And you know, I never miss those 
650 cc’s I lost.” 

The Hodaka Philosophy 

At Hodaka, we’ve noticed off-road 
riding has really opened up, and more 
people are including it in their outdoor 
activities. We’re glad they’re discovering 
the fun of a sport that’s been our favorite 
for 12 years. 

That’s how long ago we set out to 
develop the Ultimate Trail Bikes. We set 
up operations in the small town of Athena, 
Oregon, site of the National Bad Rock 2 
Day Trials and smack in the middle of 
every conceivable kind of off-road terrain 
you might run into. Cow trails. Forested 
mountains. Open dirt roads. Rocky 
streams. You name it. 

We've put a lot of miles on Hodakas 
around Athena. And made a lot of design 
improvements based on what we've found 
out. What we've arrived at is a group of 
exceptionally refined off-road performers 
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that still have all the virtues of simplicity. 
Only one plug to change. No multiple 
carbs to synchronize. Parts that don’t 
cost a mint. And ease of maintenance 
that’s designed into every bike we build. 

Now we'd like to introduce you to 
this month's very special offer on two very 
special Hodakas: the 100 Super Rat and 
the 125 Super Combat — the High Per- 
formance Adult Trail Bikes. 

The Motorcycles 

Don't let the racy good looks fool 
you. These aren't tweaky, high-strung 
mounts designed to go like hell for an 
hour and then be torn down and rebuilt. 

What they are is a happy combina- 
tion of race-bred performance and handling 
plus traditional Hodaka reliability — all 
tucked into tall, tough, man-sized frames 
that are more reminiscent of a 250 than 
the 100's and 125's you're used to seeing. 

The Performance 

From the minute you first sit on 
one of these machines and snap the 
throttle open, you'll know these are no 
ordinary lightweights. The exclusive 
Hodaka Alumiferric engine has amaz- 
ingly quick response and gutsy perfor- 
mance over a wide RPM range. And it's 
coupled to a 5 speed gear box that lets 
you pick your ratio for any kind of terrain 
and any kind of riding. 

But don't take our word for it. 
Check the record Hodaka has piled up 
in competition. Not only have Hodakas 
won hundreds of national and interna- 
tional events, but the same basic engine 
and frame have won all kinds of events. 
Motocrosses. Scrambles. Hill climbs. 
Trials. Even road races! 

Like we said, not ordinary light- 
weight motorcycles. 

The Reliability 

In November of 1972, big six foot, 
six inch Frank Wheeler rode a Hodaka 
125 all the way around Australia — 10,000 
miles — in 21 days! Man, machine, and 
200 pounds of gear averaged an incredible 
475 miles a day over the rugged terrain. 
That’s 2 or 3 years of average use squeezed 
into 3 weeks! Not the sort of punishment 
most light bikes take kindly to. But then, 
most bikes aren’t built like Hodakas. 

The extra quality that starts in our 
advanced power train carries right through 
to every detail of the Super Rat and Super 
Combat. Take the rear suspension, for 
instance. Its light alloy shocks have cooling 
fins to prevent fade when you’re loaded 
down and in a hurry. 

Full knobby tires are standard, too. 
So are super-strong alloy rims that are 
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light in weight to get you over obstacles 
easily. And don't forget the folding, enduro 
style footpegs. A braced chain guard. 
Unbreakable plastic fenders front and 
rear, with front mud flaps. A responsive 
progressive-action throttle that comes 
on smoothly from idle to full bore. Im- 
proved brake linings. And lots more. 
Something Special — On Special 

We hope you've gotten the picture 
that the Super Rat and Super Combat 
are very special machines. Now get hip 
to the other half of the story — the price. 
Because for a limited time, these high 
performance trailers are on sale at prices 
you'll have to look twice to believe — just 
$519 suggested retail for the Super Rat 
and $549 suggested retail for the Super 
Combat! (West Coast PO.E.)* 


If you've been considering a 250 
dirt bike, you know a good one will cost 
you around twice these prices and pos- 
sibly a lot more. Think about that for a 
while: two great bikes for the price of one. 
Then think about the things you can do 
with two bikes that you can't do with one. 

Because if one Hodaka is a great 
investment in fun, two Hodakas can 
compound the rewards! 

But hurry — this sale can only last 
until current inventories are gone. 


A Hodaka exclusive: 
the Alumiferric Cylinder 


Before Hodaka, the best bike 
engines usually had cylinders that were 
made in two pieces: an aluminum outside 
with a cast iron sleeve slipped into it. The 
aluminum was great for light weight and 
fast heat dissipation, but didn't wear well, 
so the cast iron cylinder liner was added 
for durability. 

The problem is, the iron sleeve has 
to have "windows" cut in it for the port 
openings. And, with normal manufac- 
turing tolerances, these windows often 
don't line up perfectly with the ports in 
the aluminum cylinder. This creates 
irregularities. Irregularities create tur- 
bulence. Turbulence interferes with the 
smooth, laminar gas flow that's essential 
for peak performance. 

Hodaka's patented Alumiferric 
fusion casting process eliminates this 
problem. That's because our iron liner 
isn't just a slipped-in sleeve — it includes 
the port passages, too, so there are no 
irregularities to restrict flow. The aluminum 
exterior is then bonded onto the iron core 
to form a cylinder that has the advantages 
of both metals — with none of the disad- 
vantages of conventional engines! 


HODAKA MOTORCYCLES PABATCO 
Box 327, Sherman Road Athena, Oregon 97813 
*U.S.A. prices not including shipping, dealer setup, state & local tax. 
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Hondaline™ riding gear is so comfortable. | 4 
you might not believe.how strong it ` ups 
really is until you put ‘it to the test. You 
see, it’s designed by riders, for riders. 
It's non-restrictive and protected in all 
the right places, long-lasting and good- 
looking. As for wearing it, it's a natural. 
That's why more and more riders are js 
putting on Hondaline these days. Suit. tj 
up, at your Honda dealers. 25] 
Team Honda Helmets. Wear the : dd 
winning colors, and get protection, too. =} . 
Multi-layer fiberglass shell. Lightweight  : | 
polystyrene liner with comfortable } 
trylon covering. Sizes available in both | 
open-face and full-coverage styles. IE 
Meetallapplicable SnellandDOT 二 | 
requirements, of course. v | 
Goggles. Designed for comfort. and. | 

- protection: Flexible goggles frames to = 
aid face contact and retention. Foam- 
filtered vents. Available in adult, youth } 
and over-the-glasses styles. Many | 
replacement and optionallens styles | 
to choose from, including convenient 
tear-offs for competition. EIN 
MX Leathers. New Hondaline af 38 | " 
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leathers feature famous Team Honda 
styling. Nylon mesh lining, and Velcro® 
closures on zippered fly and calves Rot 
for convenience. Expandable accordion) J 
crotch. Comfortable hidden hip pads, |), 
padded shinsand removable knee cups. |- 
provide added protection. Available in 三 | 
red with blue SITIpes; or blue with m 
red stripes. : 
MX Gloves. Supple cowhide means 
comfort and flexibility. The double- - 
stitched fingers are pre-curved for a 
better fit. Fingers are also rubber- 
backed, and the elastic wristband helps a. 
keep out dirt. ¢ 
MX Boots. Durability and CE 
features almost too numerous to 
mention. Notice, there are no buckles; 
_ instead, "press close" Velcro pads ; 
* provide quick, secure, easily-adjustable 
upper boot closure. Innerlace system > 
for firm fitand support. Convenient post 
x. fasteners for easy-on, easy-off lower 
‘boot. Protective metal toe plate. One- 
piece reinforced instep sidewall for 
added comfort and protection. Available — 
in black enduro style or in either red 
or black MX styles. 


More riders are putting us on. 


See the Yellow Pages for the Honda: eala, nearest you. / 
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